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KANSAS
Obsolete Merchant Scrip of the Eldridge Brothers

By S. K. WHITFIELD

$1.00 note payable "in gold" issued by the Eldridge Brothers during the territorial period in
Kansas. The stagecoach vignette probably refers to the Eldridge stagecoach line. (Whitfield

Collection)

The design for the 25c, 50c, $2.00, and $3.00 notes varied slightly from the $1.00 design in the
vignette at left. (Kansas State Historical Society Collection)

WHOLE NO. 63

THE FOUR Eldridge brothers, Shalor W., Edwin S.,
Thomas B., and James M., emigrated west in 1855
to manage the hotels of the New England Emigrant

Aid Society at Kansas City, Missouri and Lawrence,
Kansas.* At that time Kansas and particularly the area
around Lawrence was the scene of a bitter struggle over
the slavery question. Hatred and vengeance were the
order of the day and just then, the pro-slavery faction
based at Lecompton had the "law" on their side.

Shalor Eldridge would later become associated with the organiza-
tion of the Lawrence Bank. Thomas established a bank at Coffeyville,
Kansas which failed in September, 1877. Thomas was also involved
with the chartered Bank of Wyandott, which never opened.

The hotel at Lawrence, an imposing stone structure
in an otherwise drab village, was completed and fur-
nished by May, 1856 but the grand opening was in
jeopardy. The pro-slavery grand jury at Lecompton
had indicted the new Free State Hotel and the two
newspapers at Lawrence as dangerous nuisances. With-
out waiting for a trial of the indictment, on May 21,
1856 the pro-slavery Kansas militia, mostly raised in
Missouri, led by Douglas County Sheriff Samuel J. Jones,
a postmaster from Missouri, rode into Lawrence and
destroyed the hotel. They fired cannons at its stone
walls, tried to blow it up with gunpowder, and finally
settled for burning it down. One version has it that
former U. S. Senator David R. Atchison from Missouri
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The Eldridge House as it appeared in 1863, shortly before Quantrill's raid on
Lawrence.

This sketch of the ruins of Lawrence after Quantrill's raid appeared in "Harper's
Weekly Magazine" in 1863. The Eldridge House is at the right.

personally aimed the first cannon shot, but the free use
made of the hotel's liquor cellar had apparently dimmed
his vision since the shot completely missed the three-
story hotel from a distance of about 75 feet. The news-
papers were destroyed and the town was sacked.

The population had offered no resistance since the
"Militia" had come to Lawrence under a Federal Marshal
to arrest some of the Free State leaders, also indicted
by the grand jury. Once the arrests were made, the
Marshal, instead of dispersing the men as promised,

turned them over to Sheriff Jones. The Sheriff had a
personal grudge against the town, as he had been bested
on several previous occasions by the citizens of Lawrence
and once had been wounded by an unsuccessful assassin
at Lawrence. Jones now had his chance for revenge and
he took advantage of it.

It was a short-lived victory for the pro-slavery forces
however, as the widespread publicity of the sack of the
defenseless town did much to revive the then-declining
support for the Free State cause. Money and settlers
from the north began pouring into the territory.



The Eldridge House, as it appeared in 1898. Opened in 1865, this building was
torn down in 1924 and replaced with the present-day Eldridge House.
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Shalor Eldridge was determined to rebuild the hotel,
so he set about raising the necessary capital. It took
awhile but finally a new hotel, bigger and more luxurious
than the former, was erected at the same spot and opened
to the public on Jan. 1, 1859. The new hotel was called
the Eldridge House. Meanwhile, brother Edwin had
bought an interest in the Morrow House of Robert
Morrow at Lawrence, and the brothers had started a
stagecoach line in eastern Kansas.

Sometime in 1858, the Eldridge Brothers had an issue
of scrip printed by the Herald of Freedom Print, a news-
paper at Lawrence. The notes are unusual in that they
are the only known obsolete currency issued in Kansas
that specifically state "redeemable in gold." They are
also the only known issue of merchant scrip made during
the territorial period in Kansas. It appears that the
$1.00 notes were printed first, as they have no maker's
imprint, whereas the 250, 500, $2.00 and $3.00 notes
have "Herald of Freedom Print" on them. The $1.00
note also has a slightly different design than the other
denominations, which are all identical. The notes are
very rare, with a total of seven known to the writer.
The Kansas State Historical Society has a complete set,
probably acquired when the papers of the Herald of
Freedom Print were donated to the Society. The writer
has a 50¢ and a $1.00 note which turned up in some old
papers at Lawrence in 1973.

The issue may have been a result of the financial crisis
of 1857, which had further aggravated an existing specie
shortage in Kansas. It is also possible that the notes
were issued to raise money for furnishing the new hotel
being constructed. Shalor Eldridge was also one of the
original organizers of the Lawrence Bank, which had
some problems getting into operation, and he may have
issued these notes as a substitute interim currency.
There are no known signed copies of these notes, which

Shalor Eldridge

is to be expected since they were redeemable and the
firm was sound.

The hotel was completely destroyed a second time on
August 21, 1863, when William Clarke Quantrill's raid-
ers burned the town and killed more than 150 citizens.
The Eldridges again decided to rebuild, and the third
Eldridge House, erected at the same location as the for-
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mer, was opened for business in December, 1865. The
new hotel was not so lavish as its predecessor because
of the large financial loss. The state eventually paid
Shalor Eldridge $1,500 against his $60,000 loss claim.

The Eldridges built other hotels at Atchison, Coffey-
ville and Kansas City, Kansas. Shalor lost his money
in the depression of the 1870's, did some gold prospec-
ting in Arkansas, and finally lived out his remaining
years in Lawrence. He died in 1899.

The 1865 Eldridge House was torn down in 1924 and
replaced by the present hotel. This hotel is still known
as the Eldridge House, an important name in the pioneer
history of Kansas.
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Spinner Signatures Sold

Included in the Wm. P. Donlon mail bid sale of Nov.
26, 1975 were ten letters and covers related to Francis E.
Spinner, first Treasurer of the U. S., and he of the
unique signature. (See Brent Hughes' article on Spinner
and his signature in PAPER MONEY No. 59) The following
descriptions and prices realized are taken from the
vendor's catalog:

SPINNER'S LONGHAND LETTER on stampless cover ad-
dressed to R. E. Pomeroy, Esq., Mohawk, N.Y., and pertain-
ing to "a package containing the balance of the notes," Dated
August 27, 1848, at New York, during Spinner's term as
U.S. Treasurer   $ 70.00

SPINNER LONGHAND LETTER apparently delivered by mes-
senger to R. E. Pomeroy, Esq. and stating that he (Spinner)
had just finished signing "circulating notes as follows." The
communication lists $7200 in notes. Dated at New York,
Dec. 25, 1846   35.00

STAMPLESS COVER with Spinner's longhand letter and state-
ment to Pomeroy pertaining to Mohawk Valley Bank matters
and stating "I have forwarded you by messenger of Plate
11,800 impressions from No. 2536 to 3335 both inclusive,
$1600." Evidently pertaining to $2.00 notes. Dated, New
York, Nov. 13, 1848   40.00

STAMPLESS COVER addressed to F. E. Spinner, Cashier of
the Mohawk Valley Bank. Dated Bank of Central N.Y.,
Utica, Oct. 28, 1841, pertaining to enclosure for collection 
Apparently delivered by messenger   18.00

FRANKED ENVELOPE by F. E. Spinner, Treasurer, U.S ,
postmarked "FREE" Aug. 13, 1869 at Washington, and con-
taining Order to transfer $15,000 to Adams Express Co. Ad-
dressed to First National Bank at Cooperstown, N.Y.   55.00

ENVELOPE ("Treasury of the United States" franked by F. E.
Spinner, addressed to First National Bank, Cooperstown. Also
F. E. Spinner's memo on a card requesting bonds be purchased.
Card is contained in the envelope but is not believed to be the
original contents. Card is dated Dec. 29, 1873. Envelope
postmark not legible   40.00

SPINNER LONGHAND LETTER addressed to The Board of
Directors of the Mohawk Valley Bank: "Gentlemen: On my
coming here in August 1845, it was arranged that Mr. Noyes
as Teller should receive a salary of $400. and Mr. Pomeroy
as Bookkeeper a salary of $350." The letter continues to state
that while Mr. Noyes' salary had been increased $100, Mr.
Pomeroy had an increase of only $50. Mr. Spinner considered
this an injustice. Interesting letter delivered by messenger  70.00

FRANCIS E. SPINNER, Sheriff. Two longhand communica-
tions addressed to Spinner, Sheriff of Herkimer County, N.Y.
One is a stampless cover, dated 13th January, 1836. The other
a longhand two-page document delivered to the Sheriff in-
structing him to levy on property of one John J. Welcome
to collect $97.48. Two items   35.00

FIVE SPINNER ITEMS. Draft by the Mohawk Valley Bank
to the American Exchange Bank, N.Y. dated May 19, 1854,
signed by Spinner. Also personal check of Spinner's signed
by him, a check of John P. Spinner, both dated 1839. An-
other check in Spinner's handwriting signed "Cashier Ac-
count," and a small card with F. E. Spinner's autograph 
Lot of 5 pieces   105.00

INVITATION TO COLONEL F. E. SPINNER to attend the
Washington Ball to be held Feb. 22, 1832 at F. Tibbit's Hotel
in the Village of Rome. Dinner tickets $3.00 "per couple"!
"The Utica Band will volunteer its aid in the Celebration." A
second blank invitation is included. The invitation to Spinner
was apparently delivered by messenger. Two letters to Spin-
ner are included, one pertains to counterfeit notes. Lot of
4 pieces   40.00

OBSOLETE

NORTH CAROLINA PAPER MONEY

•
WANTED

I need North Carolina colonial and continental

notes and obsolete North Carolina bank notes.

I have many North Carolina duplicates that I

will trade for North Carolina items that I need.

Please write for my detailed want list.

e

CHARLES F. BLANCHARD
P. 0, DRAWER 30, RALEIGH, N. C. 27602
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