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Intermediate Size Check Numbers on $1 Reverse Plate 1821
By PETER W. HUNTOON

Intermediate check number 1821 and normal check
number 1822

N exciting $1 plate variety has finally emerged—
the use of intermediate size check numbers on half
of the reverse plate bearing check number 1821.

Intermediate size check numbers are midway in size
between the micro size numbers used on the early small
notes and the legible numbers now in use. The first
intermediate check numbers found on small-size currency
appeared about the time the micro to legible check num-
ber change was implemented. The best known example
of the variety is the $5 1934B FRN bearing face check
212. See Huntoon (1974).

The new variety is slightly different from the early
intermediates because the numbers are slightly larger,
which indicates that the template used to create the
modern version is different.

Judging from reported face plate positions on notes
with back check 1821, it is clear that the right hand
side of the plate (corresponding to face quadrants 1
and 2) contains intermediate size check numbers. The
left hand side of the plate (corresponding to face
quadrants 3 and 4) has normal check numbers. The
variety was probably created when an engraver used
the wrong numbering template for half of the plate.
This conclusion is tentative but seems to be supported
by the lack of the adoption of intermediate size numbers
on other plates for the $1 denomination, or other
denominations for that matter.

To date, the variety occurs only on Series of 1974
notes and has been reported to me from the New York,
Philadelphia, Cleveland, Atlanta, St. Louis, Dallas, and
San Fransisco Federal Reserve districts. Blocks involved
include BB, CA, DA, FB, HA, KA, and LB. No star
notes have yet been shown to me from this interesting
plate.

Thanks are due to Tommy Wills who first showed
this variety to me and Lee Beckett, Robin Ellis, Martin
Kendra, and Anthony Nicolazzo who provided additional
information.

REFERENCE

Peter Huntoon, 1974, Intermediate size check numbers:
Paper Money, v 13, p. 117.

USDA Frowns on Collecting
Food Stamps

The colorful engraved food coupons or "stamps" are
attracting a following of collectors in both the philatelic
and numismatic fields. According to Linn's Stamp News
of Dec. 1, 1975, the Department of Agriculture has turned
down for legal reasons a proposal to make obsolete issues
available to collectors. The acting chief of the Financial
Management Branch, Food Stamp Div., W. Simmons,
answered a proposal by Garrett Helms of Los Angeles
to sell stamps marked "Specimen" or "Non-negotiable"
as follows:

"As we informed you, we were seeking legal advice as
to whether or not we may issue the old food coupons to
collectors. Based on the legal advice which we recently
received, our policy will not change.

"Since specimen food coupons are actually live food
coupons that have been perforated with the words 'speci-
men' and 'nonnegotiable,' these also fall under the same
requirement as referred to negotiable coupons. In other
words, we cannot issue specimens of the old style food
coupons.

"Food coupons are legal obligations of the United
States and thus will always retain a value. For this
reason we cannot include final dates of negotiability on
the stamps."

Helms had suggested raising money for the food stamp
program through sales to collectors in the way the interior
Department profits from the sale of migratory bird hunt-
ing stamps.

The Philatelic Exporter, an English trade publication,
reported in its October 1975 issue the conviction of an
Australian forger of U. S. currency. Charles Iazzak
Zuker, age 47, who was reported to have acquired in an
astonishingly short time the largest and most valuable
collection of Australian Commonwealth stamps ever
formed, pleaded guilty in Melbourne to "conspiring to
utter forged United States $20 bank notes." He was
sentenced to a five-year prison tem. Early in 1975 his
collection, valued at $300,000 Australian, was sold at
auction in Sydney.
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