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In the case of the 1896 certificates the artists not only
rejected the counsel of a bank note designer who knew
production techniques; they actually insisted on adapt-
ing the bank note to their esthetic standards, oblivious
to the pitfalls in engraving, transfer, and printing.
Enamored of the beauty of their designs, they acted
as if people were going to stand around admiring them,
as they would a mural, rather than put them to use in
the market place."

Today the 1896 Educational Notes hold a place in
stature and beauty that no other issue of U. S. currency
can claim. Prices for specimens climb higher and high-
er with each passing year (see March/April 1975 issue
of PAPER MONEY page 82). Where will it end? My
guess is it will not. The future is today bright for the
1896 Certificates and holds many record-breaking prices
for this issue. In any condition the notes are a good
investment, a beautiful piece of workmanship, and quite
a conversation piece in the world of paper money his-
tory and collecting.
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"A MOST INTERESTING BLOCK"
By GRAEME M. TON, JR .

They must have liked him. They used him for about
everything.

He was used for the most famous experimentals of
all, the "R" and "S" issue.

He changed his blue seal for a wartime issue of brown.
They tacked the surcharge HAWAII on his back and
sent him to circulate in the Pacific.

About the only thing they didn't do with him was to
mule his plates, but he was a bit far back in the pack
for that to happen.

Yes, they issued him into regular production also.
Probably a Westerner, as he's found on several of the
"short snorter" notes picked up in the Pacific during
WWII.

He's a most interesting block—the $1 Silver Certificate
1935A SC block!

He had 1,184,000 notes issued of the Experimental
"R" for regular paper content, and another 1,184,000
of the Experimental "S" for special that signified the
paper content being tested. Then he had 15,000,000
printed with the brown seal HAWAII used throughout
the Pacific—much more than any other block; about
40% of HAWAII's are in the SC block.

This left him with 82,632,000 for regular circulation,
minus the error notes replaced by star notes. Surely

not a short-run issue, but today he is a bit difficult to
find in any grade.

It's significant that he's the ONLY block that carries
his own identity SC for Silver Certificate Maybe that's
why they liked him so much. . . .

He's my choice for the Type note in the Silver
Certificates.

Multicolored Money for U. S.?

At the- 1975 ANA convention, James A. Conlon, Director
of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, said in regard
to multicolored currency: "We have done much research
and experimentation, but we have not produced any de-
signs, simply working models."


