
CHARTER MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE
1912 CAMPAIGN
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THIS 	 A RECEIPT FOR ONE DOLLAR CONTRIBUTED TO THE
CAMPS :N FUNO or THE ROGRESSIVE PARTY.
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Syngraphic Political Americana

Bus11 Moose Party Campaign. Receipts

By CHARLES ROGERS

N EARLY 1911, Republican insurgents dissatisfied
I with the conservative administration of President

William Howard Taft, formed the National Progres-
sive Republican League. Senator Robert M. Follette of
Wisconsin was their choice for the 1912 nomination
until ex-President Theodore Roosevelt, at odds with
his old friend Taft for political and personal reasons,
threw his hat into the proverbial ring. The regular
Republicans, however, controlled the national conven-
tion in Chicago and renominated Taft, whereupon the
Roosevelt supporters organized the New Progressive
Party and nominated, also at C h i c a g o, Theodore
Roosevelt for President and Hiram W. Johnson as his
running mate.

In one of the most remarkable political conventions
the country had ever witnessed. the Bull Moose Party
came into existence. Distinguished social and economic
reformers made up the crowd that sang "Onward

Christian Soldiers" and adopted the most significant
platform since the Populist platform of 1892. Feeling,
he said, like a bull moose. Roosevelt came to accept the
nomination and delivered his "Confession of Faith," a
statement of social and economic principles that was
a classical synthesis of the most advanced thought of the
time.

Teddy Roosevelt often used the term "bull moose" to
describe the strength and vigor of a person. Thus he
wrote, following his nomination for Vice-President in
1900, "I am as strong as a bull moose and you can use
me to the limit." Also, when shot by a would-be assassin
while campaigning in Milwaukee in 1912, he insisted on
immediately fulfilling an engagment to speak, saying to
the audience, "It takes more than that to kill a bull
moose." The synibol of the bull moose, therefore, be-
came the standard for the Progressive Party and
Theodore Roosevelt, so much so that it was exhibited on
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campaign buttons and leaflets throughout the period.
Campaign contribution receipts with the pictures of the
two principals plus the necessary bull moose presented
and are now disappearing acticles of political Americana.

The face of the note depicts Roosevelt in an oval to
the left and Johnson to the right. In the center are
found the words "Progressive Party/Pass Prosperity
Around." At bottom left is the inscription, "This is a
receipt for one dollar contributed to the campaign fund
of the Progressive Party." The note is signed Elou
Huntington Hooker, national treasurer. The back of the
note shows the signed campaign pledge of Theodore
Roosevelt on the left and the signed pledge of Hiram
Johnson on the right. Both pledges, of course, flank the
centered Bull Moose. standing majestically at the shore
of a mountain lake.

Syngraphie Sidelights from

Old Newspapers
Selected by GARY DOSTER

From the Scuthern Watchman, Athens, Georgia

November 19, 1857

SUSPENDED BANKS

I will take any Athens, Augusta, Savannah, or South
Carolina suspended Bank Bills, for debts due me, or for
my very cheap goods at par. Come ahead—don't wait until
the Banks break.

I. M. Kennedy
Located next door to the
Bank of Athens (GA.)

Note on Counterfeit Notes

John J. Merrigan, Director of Security at St. Barnabas
Medical Center in Livingston, N. J., calls attention to an
article on "Currency Identification" in the July-August
1975 issue of Police Times. While much of the information
therein is "old hat" to syngraphists, two of the points
given on counterfeit detection are worth repeating here:

"Many people try to determine genuine money by rub-
bing a bill on a piece of paper. This is not a good test
to determine if a bill is genuine or counterfeit; ink can
be rubbed from bad bills as well as a genuine one.

"If you have a bill you think might be counterfeit, crease
it through the portrait and match it with the opposite
half of a portrait on a good bill. If the suspected bill
is bad, this comparison will help you to detect it."

Numismatic Cacheted Cover

Illustrated here is a "cacheted" cover released June 23
by the Carpenters' Company of the City and County of
Philadelphia. It commemorates the bicentennial of the
authorization of Continental currency by the Second
Continental Congress and shows a $4 bill of the series.
The cachet is made from a photograph of one of the
originals on display at Carpenters' Hall.

Covers are available for 45c each and a stamped, ad-
dressed no. 10 envelope; a set of four, each franked by
a different stamp of the 1974 First Continental Congress
issue, is offered at $1.75 plus a stamp (20c) and addressed
envelope. Orders should be addressed to the sponsoring
organization at 320 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, PA 19106.

IWV Souvenir Cards

ki A

International Women's Year was observed by the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing the week of June 16-
20, 1975. Brochures including removable souvenir cards
in honor of the year were produced and are offered to
collectors for $1.25 each, limited to five per customer. Cur-
rency and postage stamps honoring women are featured.
Martha Washington, the only woman whose portrait has
appeared on U.S. currency, is shown on the Series 1886
$1 Silver Certificate. Women honored on the stamps shown
are Frances E. Willard, Elizabeth Stanton, Carrie C. Catt,
Lucretia Mott and Jane Addams. Orders including checks
or money orders payable to the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing, should be addressed to IWY Brochure, Bureau
of Engraving and Printing, Washington, D.C. 20228.
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