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KANSAS

Obsolete Merchant Scrip
Of John Pipher & Co.,

Manhattan

By S. K. WHITFIELD

Ten-cent note of John Pipher & Co., Manhattan. (Cour-
tesy of Chase Manhattan Money Museum)

$1.00 note of John Pipher & Co. (Courtesy of Kansas State Historical Society)

OHN PIPHER was born in Pennsylvania in 1811.
At the age of 21 he moved to Harrisburg where he
learned the trade of tobacconist. In 1855, he and a

company of six men from Cincinnati purchased the
steamboat Hartford and set out for Kansas to establish a
town. They arrived at Kansas City in the spring but
were delayed from going further by low water in the
Kansas River. Eventually they were able to proceed to
near the mouth of the Blue River, where another colony
from Boston had been established recently. The two
colonies decided to combine their efforts into what would
become the city of Manhattan. Kansas. The Hartford had
brought ten frame buildings up river, which became the
nucleus of the town. On the trip back down river, the
steamer was stranded by low water at St. Mary's Mission.
where she was later caught by a prairie fire and burned
to the waterline.

John Pipher acted as a company agent at Manhattan
for about one year and then established himself as a
dry goods and grocery merchant. He remained in busi-
ness for about 12 years and, during the specie shortage
in 1861 and 1862, issued his own merchant scrip.
Known denominations of this issue include 100, 25¢ and
50c dated November 1, 1862, and $1.00 and $2.00 dated
September, 1862. Pipher was the first postmaster of the
town as well as a justice of the peace, the mayor in 1855

and 1878, probate judge of Riley County from 1860 to
1868, and colonel of a regiment formed to protect the
area against border ruffians in the 1850's. He was still
living, as a retired judge, at Manhattan in 1883.
REFERENCE:

History of Kansas; Cutler & Andreas, Chicago 1883

Has Anyone Heard of

FRACTIONAL CURRENCY
Out There?

If you have any, I probably will buy it, especially
if it is CU or Rare. I also need books and other
materials dealing with

FRACTIONAL CURRENCY
Please

Send your material or a list and asking price to:

RONLENE (SPMC 4418)
P. 0. Box 322, Hillsdale, NJ 07642
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