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Chronology of the "Minutemen Notes"

A Sense of Extreme -Urgency

By VIRGIL CULLER
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One of the historic notes printed by Paul Revere to pay the Minutemen of '75

WHOLE NO. 57

M ERICA'S hour was at hand. The time—exactly two
hundred years ago, April 18, 1775. The place—
Boston, Massachusetts Bay Colony. Paul Revere

saddled his horse for his famous ride and was on his way
to Lexington. The British were marching. The next day
—"the shot heard 'round the world." The armed struggle
for freedom had begun.

Several weeks later, the Provincial Congress of Massa-
chusetts Bay discussed the matter of providing advance pay
to soldiers who would enlist in the army. On May 15,
1775, a committee was appointed by the Congress to draw
up a form for the notes and contract for the engraving
of printing plates.

Five days later, the Congress voted to empower the
treasurer to issue the notes, called "Soldier's Notes," of
6, 9, 10. 12, 14, 15, 16, 18, and 20 shillings. The printing
was to consist of 4,333 bills of each denomination for a
total of £26,000. A resolution passed the same day pro-
vided that the soldiers would be paid 20 shillings in advance
in lawful money or, if they would accept the offer, they
would receive 40 shillings in Soldier's Notes at six percent
interest, to he paid one year from the date of the notes.

The notes dated May 25, 1775 were printed by Paul
Revere, the silversmith, from copper plates engraved by him
and on a makeshift press which he built after fleeing his
home in British-occupied Boston. His engraving tools were
smuggled to him by his family, which remained in Boston.

History says that on June I, 1775, Henry Gardner, the
receiver-general of Massachusetts Bay Colony, announced

that "several hundred" of the notes had been countersigned
by Major Abraham Fuller and were ready for use. How-
ever, the author's note illustrated here shows that at least
1,876 notes were signed by Fuller. On June 2, Colonel
Ezra Richmond was authorized to countersign the advance
pay notes in place of Major Fuller.

So urgent was the demand for this money that on June
3, Captain Isaac Stone was ordered to urge Paul Revere
to print notes "all the ensuing night if he can and to finish
them with the greatest despatch possible". On June 4,
Captain Brayton and Colonel Thompson were appointed
a committee to attend Revere night and day, alternately,
until all the notes were finished.

Of constant concern to the Congress was the numbering
and countersigning of the notes. On June 5, John Pickering,
Jr., Samuel Phillips, and Ichabod Goodwin, Jr. were ap-
pointed to number the sheets of Soldier's Notes, Pickering
numbering the sheets printed by the first plate, Phillips
those of the second, and Goodwin those of the third.
Colonel Jedediah Foster was appointed to countersign the
6, 14, and 20 shilling notes. On June 14, Samuel Thatcher
was appointed to number the notes in place of Phillips, and
Colonel James Prescott replaced Foster. On June 1 4,
Deacon Thomas Plympton was chosen to countersign notes
in place of Colonel Richmond.

On June 21, a committee was ordered to wait upon Paul
Revere and ask him to take great care "that he does not
leave his engraving press exposed when he is absent from
it." The same committee was directed to see that the plates
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were placed in possession of the Congress as soon as the
notes were struck off.

On June 22, Major Fuller was chosen to care for the
plates until further order of the Congress. Also on that
day, Paul Revere submitted his bill to the Congress for the
engraving of the three plates. The original bill is now in
the Massachusetts Archives.

On June 23, William Holmes was appointed to number
the notes signed by Deacon Plympton.

The nine advance pay notes were engraved on three
copper plates. The 10, 12, and 18 shilling bills were on one
plate; the 6, 14, and 20 on another; and the 9, 15, and 16
on the third plate.

By July 7, 1775, the Provincial Congress needed more
paper money to pay small bills. So it was resolved that
since the plates engraved for the payment of the soldiers
"are still sufficient for the striking off a number of impres-
sions on each plate," there be struck off 667 sheets from
the JO, 12, and 18 shilling plate; 667 sheets from the 9,
15, and 16 shilling plate; and 540 sheets from the 6, 1 4,
and 20 shilling plate. An overrun of 127 sheets had already
been made at the time of the original printing from the
last plate. This would total 2,001 sheets, and each sheet
in the amount of 40 shillings would amount to 4,002. This,
added to the £25,998 already printed, would make a grand
total of £30,000.

A committee was appointed that day to contact Paul
Revere or another suitable printer for striking off the addi-
tional approved currency.

On July 8, Congress voted that Abraham Fuller should
countersign and number the 10, 12, and 18 shilling notes;
Stephen Hall the 9, 15, and 16; and Lemuel Robinson the
6, 14, and 2o. It was further resolved that Paul Revere
should be contracted to alter the date and print the 1 ,874
additional notes at the rate of six shillings per hundred. The
colony paid only the prime cost of the paper, while Revere
provided his own press and printing ink.

The three plates used for printing the nine denominations
of Soldier's Notes are still in existence and repose in the
Massachusetts Archives. The plate for the 6, 14, and 20

shilling notes is slightly defaced; it is 10/4 inches high by
inches wide. On the reverse is the original engraving

of Harvard College, cut down from its original size. The
plate for the 9, 15, and 16 shilling notes is not defaced and
measures 104 inches high by 7 ,Y8 inches wide. The reverse
contains the original engraving of Samuel Willard which
was included in his book Coinpleat Body of Divinity
(Boston, 1726). The plate for the JO, 12, and 18 shilling
notes is defaced and is 9 1A inches high by 8/ inches wide.
On the reverse is Revere's original plate of the Boston
Massacre, cut in 177o. This plate had also been cut down
from its original size.

The patriotic feeling of the time is reflected in the words
"American paper" printed in the left indented border of
these Soldier's Notes.
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It's in the Books -

Excerpts from

Dye's Counterfeit Detector. July.
1881 Edition

Donated to SPMC Library by Morey Perlmutter

Descriptive Lists of Counterfeits of

U.S. Notes
$1 B C D. Act of July 11th, 1862; dated August 1, 1862.

Two similar counterfeits, both poor. Engraving coarse.
Vignette head of Chase very badly done, the mouth
crooked, the eyes blurred, and the expression unnatural.
Numbering irregular and off color. Imprint of Bank Note
Company very imperfect. The ones in circles in the top
and bottom border of note almost illegible. The lathe-
work quite defective. Receivable in payment of all loans.
Plates captured

$1 D. Act of March 3, 1863. Series of 1875. John Allison,
Register; A. U. Wyman, Treasurer. A poor counter-

feit, but of passable appearance at a distance, or in a
poor light. Engraving coarse, lines broken and uneven.
Vignette of head of Washington very badly done. Letter-
ing imperfect. Numbering very irregular. On the back
an attempt has been made to imitate fibre by printing.
In the inscription on the back, a number of words are
misspelt. Specimens of this counterfeit seen have been
an eighth of an inch longer than the genuine.

$2 A B C D. Act of July 11, 1862; dated August 1, 1862.
A poor counterfeit. Engraving coarse. Vignette head

of Hamilton very badly done. Shading of large letters in
United States badly engraved. Lettering uneven. Imprint
of National Bank Note Company almost illegible. Lathe-
work defective, lines indistinct. Receivable in payment of
all loans. Lithograph. Materials captured.

$2 D. Act of March 3, 1863. Series of 1875. Treasury
number, 8347504. John Allison, Register ; A. U.

Wyman, Treasurer. A poor counterfeit, printed on plain
paper from a plate made by the old photographic process.

$5 A. Act of February 25, 1862; dated March 10, 1862.
Series 90. Convertible note. The best of the counter-

feits of the five dollar Treasury Notes of 1862 and 1863.
Engraving coarse, but the vignette head of Hamilton
presents a fair expression. The lathe-work around the
large figure 5, in right upper corner of note, is defective.
Lathe-work on back of note also faulty. Plates captured.

$5 A. Act of February 25, 1862; dated March 10, 1863.
Series 114. Convertible note. A poor counterfeit. All

genuine notes dated March 10, 1863, are nonconvertible.

$5 A D. Act of March 3, 1863; dated March 10, 1863.
New series 70. An inferior counterfeit. The engraving

on the face of the note is very coarse; vignette statue of
Liberty, left end of note, looks like a cheap wood engrav-
ing. Vignette head of Hamilton, right end of note, coarse,
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