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Signed Streeter & Strickler note owned by the Kansas State Historical Society.
This design was also used for th? 25c and 50c denomination.
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$1.00 unissued note of Streeter & S trickier owned by the Kansas State Historical Society. This
note was printed in blue ink.

KANSAS
Obsolete Merchant Scrip of Streeter

By S. K. WHITFIELD

& Strickler

JAMES STREETER and Samuel Strickler were part-
ners in this substantial firm based at Junction City,
Kansas. The firm employed large numbers of men

in freighting for the Army and supplying military posts
with grain and hay. In 1861, Streeter & Strickler built
the first brick building at Junction City. During the
early part of the Civil War, the firm issued substantial
amounts of scrip. One story has it that the scrip was so
plentiful that the soldiers from Fort Riley used it for
lighting their pipes. The following notes are known to
exist: 250 dated May 1st, 1862; $1.00 dated. Nov. 1st,
1862; and 100, 250 and 500 dated May 1st, 1863.

In the late fall of 1863 or 1864, the firm had accumu-
lated about $200,000 in government vouchers and

Strickler went to Leavenworth to exchange them for
greenbacks. He was unsuccessful though, because of a
conspiracy to squeeze the firm out of business. After
several days, he returned to Junction City where he had
to face the drovers and other workers who needed money.
Strickler was able to convince them that the firm was
sound and needed more time to collect the money owed.
The employees finally agreed to wait if only they could
get some clothing for the winter. Strickler then re-
turned to Leavenworth where he had $10,000 worth of
clothing shipped to Junction City. When the clothing
arrived, it was handed out over the counter as fast as it
could be carried away. After a few weeks the firm got
its money and the crisis was passed.
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Draft of the Banking House of Jas. Streeter & Co. of
Junction City, owned by the Kansas State Historical
Society. Streeter had been a partner in the famous firm

of Streeter & Strickler.

James Streeter, partner of the Junction City firm of
Streeter & Strickler. (Photo courtesy of Kansas State

Historical Society.)

The partners occasionally differed on local political
matters and in at least one city election they both took
money from the same till to spend against each other.
The firm eventually closed after the war. The Kansas
State Historical Society has in its collection a bank
draft dated April 24, 1871 on The Banking House of
James Streeter & Co., which indicates that at least one
of the partners of this famous firm remained in Junc-
tion City and opened a bank.

Donlon's Sale of Morris Proofs
and Essays for the Educational

Series Brings High Bids

THE JULY 1974 issue of PAPER MONEY reported the
  passing of Thomas F. Morris II, well-known phi-

latelist and numismatist and son of the famed stamp,
bank note and security designer, Tom Morris. Mr.
Morris, Sr., as Chief of the Engraving Division of the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing, was intimately con-
cerned with the production of the 1896 Educational
Series of Silver Certificates. His biography, written by
his son, ran for many months in The Essay-Proof
Journal, and the Spring 1968 issue was completely de-
voted to the Educational Series story. Later all the in-
stallments were gathered into one book—The Life and
Work of Thomas F. Morris 1852-1898. (Both items
are still available; interested readers should contact the
Editor.)

William P. Donlon was personally selected by Mr.
Morris to disperse his numismatic properties upon his
death. The sale took place Nov. 15, 1974. While the
catalog included a wide variety of fine notes, the greatest
interest was evinced in the section offering essays and
proofs of the designs for the Educational notes.

For instance, the proof of the proposed design for an
unissued $10 Silver Certificate brought $6,800. The set
of four proofs of preparatory sketches for the allegorical
scene "Electricity" used on the $5 of the Educational
Series sold for $4,650. Other uniface proofs from that
series included the face design of the $1 note which
brought $3,650; the back of the $1 sold for $3,750.

The proof of the green back design for the $2 note
with portraits of Samuel Morse and Robert Fulton
brought $4,350. The proof of the reverse of the $5 note
sold for $5,300. A set of three proofs for the face of the
$2 note, showing the progressive steps taken by the en-
graver, brought $3,800.

Essay-proof material from other series included re-
verses of the $10, $500 and $5 hills in the original charter
National Bank Note series which sold for $1,625; $1,275;
and $525, respectively. A set of eight different vignettes
used on various obsolete notes sold for $750; paste-up
models of the $1 and $5 notes designed for National
Exchange Bank, New York sold for $150.
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