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Paper Money Pioneer

D. C. Wismer

By RICHARD T. HOOBER

0 most of us working on the obsolete note proj-
ect to update the monumental task started by
D. C. Wismer many years ago, his name is some-

thing of a mystery, surrounded by legend. To a very
few of us, who knew him personally as a regular
attendant at the Philadelphia Coin Club meetings for
more than ten years, he was a man always eager to
share his knowledge with others through his many
addresses to the club and his writings. One talk given
before the club membership was published in the May,
1939, issue of The Numismatist, which recounted his
many experiences with coin and note collecting from
the time he displayed an active interest about 1885.

David Cassel Wismer was born in Hilltown Town-
ship, Bucks County, Pennsylvania March 25, 1857, the
youngest of seven children. He was educated in a small
country school and then worked at his brother Jacob's
country store in Silverdale. He later returned to his
father's farm, which was then owned by another brother,
Joel. On September 19, 1878, he married Annie R.
Roberts, and located at West Point, Pennsylvania, where
he learned the machinist trade.

He was instrumental in organizing the West Point
Public Library. contributing generously his time, money
and books. After the Blizzard of '88, he moved to
Quakertown, where he started a machine and repair
shop of his own, and where he gradually became in-
volved in numismatics. Following a few other moves,
he settled finally in Hatfield, Pennsylvania in 1919. The
Wismer marriage was blessed with seven children, of
which Mrs. Edward F. Osmun was the youngest, and
who resided with him until his death, May 31, 1949.
The accompanying picture was taken outside a coin
shop, on a Philadelphia street, in the autumn of 1939;
he was then aged 82 years.

During the American Numismatic Association Con-
vention held in Philadelphia, in 1941, Mr. Wismer was
elected to Honorary Membership No. 36 for having
compiled his "Descriptive List of Obsolete Paper Money,"
state by state, which had appeared serially in The
Numismatist from the June, 1922 issue. concluding in
1943. He was an enthusiastic collector of paper money
for more than 51 years.

S our SPMC-sponsored obsolete note project con-
tinues to expand, those of our members who are
working so diligently in this great effort must

come to the realization that the listing of approximately
20,000 notes (excluding private scrip, which he did not
include), together with their descriptions, was truly an
outstanding contribution in this area of research. A
man of rather modest means, he had no thought of per-
sonal gain for his labors. Although he was interested
in stamps. coins and books, he was especially fond of
the old bank notes. Dealers would set aside in a cigar

box such notes as might come their way, awaiting Mr.
Wismer's visit. They were always glad to dispose of
the unwanted notes at five or ten cents each. Almost
without fail, D. C. would know at a glance whether or
not he had ever seen a similar note, when such would
be shown for his examination, and was often compli-
mented by his friends on his remarkable ability right
up to his final illness.

He was always quick to correct the use of the term
"broken bank notes." In a letter to a correspondent, he
wrote, "I have some bank notes to ofter but none are
broken. Some are torn and ragged. If you want bank
notes, say bank note! There are only hank notes and
scrip in my collection. In order to give you an under-
standing of some of the Civil War scrip notes, I am
sending you one unsigned, that Joshua Fiero, Jr., used
at Catskill, New York, when he needed it for change,
on the Tanner's Bank. It was a check they would pay
a man if he would present sufficient number of them
amounting to $5.00. Thus, his account would be charged
by the bank, just as with any other check. The fact
of the Tanner's Bank being willing to pay them gave
the scrip a local currency. Do you understand? You
may keep the Joseph Fiero, Jr., scrip note with my
compliments." Use of the word "broken" came into
rather broad usage when some banking groups, such as
the Suffolk Bank and it affiliates. would stamp on a
note the words, "broken bank note," denoting that the
bank had closed. Some thoroughly good notes were
also stamped in this manner in an effort to denigrate the
currency of competitors!

In September, 1948, he and Mrs. Wismer, then 88
years of age, celebrated their seventieth wedding anniver-
sary. The family, including four great-grandchildren and
many friends helped to celebrate the occasion. He was
truly a friend to all who knew him.
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