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Genuine proof note

A COUNTERFEITING MYSTERY
By HARRY G. WIGINGTON

Photos by Adrien Boutrelle

OLLECTORS of obsolete bank notes will generally
4 agree that the banks of the northeastern United

States were plagued with counterfeit notes. Penn-
sylvania had its share of these bogus bank notes. Being
a specialist in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania notes, I have
often wondered about the large number of counterfeit
and lack of original notes on the HARRISBURG BANK
still remaining in existence today. The Harrisburg Bank
was formed in 1814. Its original issue of notes was
used for a 15-year period. I have never encountered a
counterfeit note of that first issue on the Harrisburg
Bank.

The events of the 1830's and even the panic of 1837
didn't seem to bring out the bogus bills. However, in
the 1840's and especially in the period of 1850-1866, al-
most all the notes encountered on this bank were counter-
feits. A good example is the $2.00 Harrisburg Bank
REISSUE note of January 1, 1851. The only genuine
notes I have seen of this issue are proofs.

A possible explanation for this is that the Harrisburg
Bank never folded and had a successful business life
since its founding in 1814. In 1864, it became the
Harrisburg National Bank, operating under that name
until it merged with several area banks. In 1969, a
reorganization created the Commonwealth National Bank.
The Harrisburg National Bank redeemed almost all the
genuine notes issued by the old Harrisburg Bank, re-
jecting the counterfeits.

The following article is an interesting sidelight on
the $2.00 REISSUE counterfeit notes of 1851. It is
taken from the 1853 Merchant's and Banker's Almanac,
page 67:

A DESCENT UPON COUNTERFEITERS IN MONTOUR COUNTY.
—COUNTERFEITER SHOT.—On Monday, August 9, in accor-

dance with admirable previous arrangements, a descent
was made upon the principal manufactory of counterfeit
paper-money in Pennsylvania; and we are pleased to add,
that a very gratifying degree of success attended the
enterprise. The location of the spurious bank-note factory
was in Montour County, about fifteen miles from Danville.
The manufactory was in a room on the second floor of
the house of Dr. Geltner, a short distance from the tavern
of Abraham Hause, the father-in-law of Geltner.

The expedition was under the direction of Mayor Gilpin
of Philadelphia, and Mayor Guthrie of Pittsburg. The
police officers selected were High-Constable Hague of
Pittsburg, and Captain Jacob Bennett and officers Bunting
and Moser of this city. The police were aided by the
Sheriff and two or three citizens of Montour County.

The descent, in view of the well-known reputation of
the men to be dealt with, was an undertaking of a des-
perate character; for at the moment it was made,
there were only three officers, assisted by one citizen,
engaged in it. These officers were Messrs, Hague, Bennett,
and Moser. The police, on approaching the door, were
suspected by the wife of Geltner, who gave a signal, when
the counterfeiters, who were in the midst of their work,
turning out twos on the Harrisburg Bank, instantly leaped
through windows and every other avenue of exit, and
precipitately fled to the mountains.

The officers secured Dr. Geltner, the master-spirit, but
the others all escaped. Dr. Geltner had to be shot by
officer Moser before he would surrender. He received two
or three balls from a revolver, in the region of the
shoulder ; his wounds, however, are not considered mortal.
He was lodged in Danville jail. The escape of his accom-
plices was a mishap which it was impossible to prevent
under the circumstances. There were neither men nor
facilities sufficient to give prompt pursuit, and the hills
and woods were so close at hand that the fugitives were
in their fastnesses ere they could be overtaken.

The whole of the counterfeiting apparatus and imple-
ments, consisting of the press, engraving tools, printing
materials, chemical preparations, &c., were secured. The
press is a complete affair. About six hundred dollars in
the spurious Harrisburg twos were likewise secured, with



Paper MoneyWHOLE NO. 54 PAGE 259

1,1 	 rk.

/),/,--4 ^ ®
( trfi Mai&

/74

dai'•

tnii

Counterfeit note

a number of other spurious bills, purporting to be of
different banks.

The officers unfortunately did not get the plate of the
Harrisburg counterfeit, one of the fugitive counterfeiters
who jumped out of a window taking it with him. They
had the good luck, though, to recover, in the neighborhood
of the scene of operations, two or three other steel and
copper plates; one, that of a counterfeit five on the Mer-
chants and Manufacturers' Bank at Pittsburg; another, a
twenty-dollar copper plate. The latter plate was an alter-
ation from the exploded Millington Bank to the Cape May
Bank; and it was being again altered to a Rhode Island
Bank. One or more of the recovered plates were originally
genuine, and had been stolen.

The prisoner, Dr. Geltner, is a splendid penman, and
a most accomplished counterfeiter. He fought bravely
before he would give up. His age is about twenty-eight.

When taken into custody he asked for Police-Marshal
Keyser of Philadelphia, saying, that, if he was with the
party of officers, all would be right, as they both belonged
to the same Masonic Lodge. Officer Hague told him that
he was a member, but could not acknowledge him as a
worthy brother of the order. A party of the Marshal's
officers went on a similar expedition to the same vicinity
early last spring, but failed to accomplish the object of
their visit, being suspected and dogged by spies fifty
miles from the place.

This business has been in the hands of Mayor Gilpin
for months, and he has managed it with consummate
shrewdness, tact, and skill. It is to be hoped that this
good beginning, which may be considered a most excellent
entering wedge, will be followed by yet greater success;
and that the association of villains who have so long
preyed upon the honest people of Pennsylvania will never
be let alone until they are all either brought to justice
or scattered from among us.

The amount of counterfeiting carried on in this State,
during the last few years, has been alarming; and our
city has been continually flooded with the vile trash that
was issued. The evil is a great one; especially as the
poorer classes, who are least able to bear the losses, are
generally the sufferers. Both the public authorities and
the banks should respond promptly to the efforts of the
police by furnishing money or any other means required
to break up the manufactories of the money, and bring
the criminals concerned in making it to exemplary punish-
ment.—Philadelphia Bulletin.

The time period would be right for the 1851 REISSUE
notes which remain today and are described in the

article. Unfortunately, I was unable to trace Dr. Geltner
any further than this article. Nor was I able to learn
his fate, if he went on to counterfeit the 1859, 1860
and 1862 bogus issues of the Harrisburg Bank. Whether
or not his career was stopped permanently by the sheriff's
raid is still a mystery.
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Rare and Rarer Notes from the Siege of Khartoum

World paper money enthusiasts are usually well aware
of the rarity of the siege notes of Khartoum (in the
Sudan), which are signed by Gen. "Chinese" Gordon.
According to Colin Narbeth of Stanley Gibbons Currency
in London, "They are all rare and fetch anything between
£75 and £150 according to condition and denomination."

"At the time it was violent death to be caught in posses-
sion of these notes by the Mandi's men, and after the
sacking of Khartoum these notes were literally blowing
about the streets. Then the Dervishes found that Cairo
authorities were actually redeeming some notes, and
many were smuggled out (it is said some of them by
the camel post) and later they were also forged—but
not well enough to deceive the authorities.

"Just occasionally one of these notes is found with the
hand-stamp on the back 'Restitue par la Commission Des
Indemnities Du Soudan' showing that it was examined
by the special commission in Cairo and redeemed. At
the very least such notes are twice as rare as the normal
issue—the majority of the notes were not redeemed."

Robert H. Lloyd has reported the death on Aug. 19,
1974 of Elbridge G. Spaulding, a prominent Buffalo,
N. Y. businessman who was the grandson of an earlier
Elbridge G. Spaulding, a 19th century Buffalo mayor
and congressman who gained fame in the 1860s as the
"father of the Greenback." As a member of the House
then, he sponsored legislation making paper money legal
tender for the first time.


	A Counterfeiting Mystery

