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It's in the Books—

Excerpts from

Ilye's Counterfeit. Detector. July.

1884 Ediliou
Donated to SPMC Library by Morey Perlmutter

(Continued from July, 1974)

U.S. TREASURY NOTES AND THEIR COUNTERFEITS

The Treasury Notes of the United States are printed in
the same general manner as the bills issued by the Na-
tional Banks. The designs of these notes are varied, and
the imitations of them are numerous, and some very
dangerous. Counterfeits of the older issues of Treasury
Notes are often accepted, because comparatively few of
the genuine are in circulation and most persons are un-
familiar with them.

HOW TO DETECT COUNTERFEITS OF U. S.

TREASURY NOTES

Beware of United States Treasury Notes or imitations
of the same, of the same series, denomination and check
letter given in "Dye's Government Counterfeit Detector,"
in the table entitled "Counterfeits of United States Trea-
sury Notes," regularly published on page sixty-four and
as per index, in the body of the work. Such notes are
counterfeited, or counterfeits. To discriminate, observe
the rules given under the table aforesaid in the body of
the work, and in case of doubt refer to the "Special
Points" which are thereunder enumerated.

BRITISH AMERICAN CURRENCY AND ITS

COUNTERFEITS

For the protection of its subscribers, "Dye's Govern-
ment Counterfeit Detector" publishes as per index an
account of British American Currency and Banks, with
a complete descriptive list of counterfeits of Canadian
bills. By reference to said account and list in the manner
obviously indicated by their form and composition all such
counterfeits may be detected, the character of other worth-
less bills discovered, and the rates of discount upon un-
current funds ascertained.

THE OLD PHOTOGRAPHIC PROCESS

By the "old" photographic process used in producing
counterfeit bills and notes, the seal and numbers (unless
previously removed), as well as the whole of the back
of the note, were copied and appeared in black on the
photograph. These were then tinted with pens and
brushes by hand in attempted imitation of the colors of
the genuine. On counterfeits thus produced, the black
can be seen under the tint, which on the seal, is blotted
and covers the white lines that appear in the genuine.
The numbering is also blurred with color and the tinting
on the back of the note is badly done and often incom-
plete. The only plate used in this process is the ordinary
glass "negative," and the printing is done by sunlight
on "sensitized" paper. Of course the same number will
be shown on all copies from the same negative; but as
a negative of any note can be made in a few minutes the
detection of photographic counterfeits depends upon a
critical observation of their character and appearance.
There are various photographic processes known to
counterfeiters, from some of which danger is to be appre-
hended; but the black part of all notes printed from
"negative plates" by sunlight, may be removed by a solu-
tion of cyanide of potassium, and unless perfectly new
is off color, and shows the reddish brown peculiar to faded
photographs.

THE NEW PIIOTOGRAPHIC PROCESS

By the "new" photographic process used for producing
counterfeits of bills and notes, the seal and numbers and
the color work on the back, whether pink, carmine,
chocolate, or green, are first entirely removed from the
note to be imitated. All but the black having been washed
out of the note a negative of the same is taken and from
that photographs are printed by sunlight on "sensitized"
paper. To produce the color work on these photographs
an engraved cut or plate of the seal and the tinted part
of back is used and the tints are clearly "surface printed"
in their places. The numbers are also printed in colors
from separate engraved figures used in combination and
changeable, so that unlike the numbers photographed and
then tinted by hand in the old process, these figures are
well done and run in a series. This "new" process is far
more dangerous than the "old," so far it has been used
only in producing experimental imitations of the five
dollar bills of three National Banks.

TEN INSTRUCTIVE SIGHT GUIDES

1. U.S. Treasury Notes, dated 1862 and 1863, have no
jute or fibre in the paper. All Treasury Notes,
series of 1869 to 1879 inclusive, were printed on
distinctive fibre paper. All Treasury Notes, Series
of 1880, are printed on the new paper, having a
red and blue silk thread running from end to end,
one at the top and the other at the bottom of the
notes, and shreds of red and blue silk fibre scattered
through the paper.

2. Very few National Bank Bills bearing the Red Pointed
Seal have any fibre in the paper; but the National
Bank Bills, Series of 1875 (all of which have the
Red Scalloped Seal), are either printed on jute
fibre paper, or the new silk line paper, above
described, used for the Treasury Notes, Series of
1880, and all National Bank Bills, Series of 1882,
bearing the Brown Scalloped Seal, are also printed
on the same silk line paper as the Treasury Notes,
Series of 1880.

3. All counterfeits of U.S. Treasury Notes, dated in 1862
and 1863, bear the Red Pointed Seal; the most
dangerous counterfeits on U.S. Treasury Notes,
between Series of 1869 and Series of 1879 inclusive,
are the Fifties and Five Hundreds, Series of 1869,
and the C plates Fives and Tens of the Series of
1875.

4. All counterfeits of National Bank Bills bear the Red
Pointed Seal, except some Photographic Fives and
the Pittsburgh Hundred, which have the Red Scal-
loped Seal, the late photographic counterfeit of the
fives of The First National Bank of Milwaukee,
Series of 1882, which bear the Brown Seal.

5. All U.S. Treasury Notes, Series 1880, bear the large
Brown Seal, and all Treasury Notes bearing this
Seal can be taken with entire freedom from sus-
picion, until otherwise notified through the agency
of DYE'S GOVERNMENT COUNTERFEIT DETECTOR.

6. All the new issues of National Bank Bills, Series of
1882, having brown backs, and bearing the Brown
Scalloped Seal on the face, can also be handled
with entire freedom from suspicion; except the
Fives of the First National Bank of Milwaukee, of
which a poor photographic counterfeit has ap-
peared.

7. The U.S. Government does not retire genuine National
Bank Bills when only a Photograph, Lithograph,
Acid Etching or Pen-made Counterfeit of them is
issued. Such frauds should be detected at a sight
glance.

8. The Check-letters, A B C D, etc., referred to in the
body of this DETECTOR, are all printed in black on
the face of the U.S. Treasury Notes and National
Bank Bills, as well as on the Dominion of Canada
Bills.

9. The latestissue of the Dominion of Canada One and
Two Dollar Bills have the following distinctive
features on the back and face: Those made payable
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on the back at Toronto, have red; Montreal, blue;
St. John, black; and Halifax, green figures on the
face. The new issue of the Dominion of Canada
Four Dollar Bills have the seal of the Finance
Department printed in red on the lower right face
of the notes.

10. The most dangerous counterfeits on the Government
and Bank Bills, in the Dominion of Canada, are on
notes issued in the Province of Ontario.

COUNTERFEIT SILVER

CERTIFICATES
$10 PENWORK. The original counterfeit silver certif-

icate of $10 was received at the office of "Dye's
Government Counterfeit Detector," and forwarded for
examination to the Secret Service Division of the Treasury
Department. This $10 counterfeit was made by the same
method used in producing the imitation of the $20 issue
of the same class of securities. The work is coarse and
sketchy, still effective, the expression being well preserved.
The paper is poor, yet near the proper tint, and the super-
ficial resemblance of the whole to the genuine is quite
remarkable. No part of this counterfeit will bear close
inspection or a moments comparison with the genuine
certificate, but at first sight it would be dangerous to most
persons, especially if taken at night by gas-light or at
any time in a shaded place.

Since the first issue of these "pen-made" counterfeits, a
surprising number of them have been passed in various
parts of the country, and as the "artist" who produces
them has not been arrested they will doubtless still be
accepted, from time to time, by the careless and hurried.

$10 & $20 PHOTOGRAPHS. On January 21, 1882, the
Secret Service Division notified the public of

the appearance of counterfeits of the denomination of $10
and $20, the production of the photographic art. They
were printed on ordinary bank note paper and one-eighth
of an inch shorter and narrower than the genuine. The
tens all bore the Treasury Number B109016, Check Letter
D, series of 1880, and the twenties, B675,114, Check Letter
B, series of 1880.

The Seal and X's, which in the genuine are of pink
color, had been photographed black on the counterfeits,
like the rest of the note.

To imitate the genuine, the counterfeiter had colored
those designs by hand in a very bungling manner, the
black underneath being easily discernible, giving the ap-
pearance of dirty red to the work. This color could be
readily disturbed by the application of moisture.

$20 PENWORK. On May 20, 1881, the Secret Service
Division, by information furnished from the office of

"Dye's Government Counterfeit Detector," was enabled
to publish an account of a new counterfeit of the silver
certificate, from which notice the following is a quotation:
"Washington, May 20, 1881. A counterfeit silver certifi-
cate, of the denomination of $20, has been received at the
office of the Secret Service Division of the Treasury De-
partment. It is pen-made, and its execution is such that
an ordinary judge of money should detect the fraud on
sight. The paper is of ordinary bank note quality, being
thinner than that upon which the genuine certificate is
printed, and in color darker. The counterfeiter has imi-
tated the distinctive paper of the government by drawing
two parallel lines throughout the length of the note.
Defects and omissions: There are so many defects and
omissions in the spurious certificate when compared with
the genuine that it would be futile to enumerate them,
seeing they are the product of the pen and not of the
plate. It is sufficient to state that the Treasury number
can be wiped off by the aid of a damp sponge. The dia-
mond-shaped figure between each letter of the word
"certificate" on the back, which in the genuine is geometri-

tally exact in its duplication, is in the counterfeit utterly
destitute of uniformity either in shape or size. 'Engraved
and printed at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing'
appears under the word 'certificate' on the back, also
outside of the border at the right end of the face of the
note. It does not appear at either place in the counter-
feit."

$20 Series of 1880, check letter C; signed B. K. Bruce,
Register of the Treasury, and Jas. Gilfillan, Trea-

surer. In this counterfeit silver certificate, which is
shorter than the genuine note, there is no distributed
fibre or parallel silk threads in the paper as in the gen-
uine, and the paper itself is thick and stiff. The words
"silver certificate" appear in panels twice in the upper
border on the face of the note. In the panel to the left
in the counterfeit the letters RT and F in the word certif-
icate are engraved the "wrong side up." In the counter-
feit there are no periods dividing the initials in K. B.
Bruce. On the lower left corner the check letter C is
without an accompanying number, and in the name
Gilfillan only the first "i" is dotted. On the back of the
note the word "taxes" is plainly spelt "tares" and the
word "Engraved" is spelt "Engravod." The color of the
seal is brick red, it should be verging on brown. The
foregoing salient points, if carefully noted, will for the
present protect the public. While the note should not
deceive careful handlers of money, especially when the
geometric lathe-work is examined, yet among the hurried
and careless, because of its fair appearance it may work
great damage. It has been definitely ascertained that
only two sets of Treasury numbers have been used on
said certificates, viz., B1467X and B1487415X.

FOR SALE

CRISP UNCIRCULATED

$1.00 Federal Reserve Bank Note

Fr. 735

Please write to:

WAYNE W. MOSER
P. 0. Box 4123, Trenton, New Jersey 08610
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36 PAGE LIST OF

BROKEN BANK NOTES,

STOCKS, BONDS

AND CHECKS
24c IN STAMPS

NEIL SOWARDS
548 HOME AVE., FT. WAYNE, IND. 46807
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