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notes occurred not long ago. Notes issued by the Bank
of Pamplona were discovered in the legs of a pool table.
Prior to this time the notes were extremely scarce in
any condition. Getting back to the two notes you have, I
have sold the 5 peso for $5.00 and the 100 peso for $7.50.

Well, as least we know the notes are not scarce. Since
they are colorful, the 100 peso being yellow and black
and the 5 peso blue and black, I would recommend these
items to any world paper money enthusiast as welcome
additions to the collection.

A British View of Jacob Perkins,
Bank Note Printer

The following article is taken from the Philatelic
Bulletin of the British General Post Office, issue of
October, 1969. Written by F. Marcus Arman, formerly
curator of Britain's Postal Museum, it gives some addi-
tional dimension and variety in approach to the bank
note work of Jacob Perkins as known to numismatists
or syngraphists.

I A ONG before postage stamps were thought of, before
indeed the Prince Regent succeeded his father as

  George IV, in 1819, the year of the birth of Princess
Alexandrina Victoria, Jacob Perkins, a 53-year-old Ameri-
can Engineer-Inventor came to this country from Boston,
Massachusetts. Landing at Liverpool from a sailing
packet, together with his partner Gideon Fairman, his
workman and twenty-six cases of machinery, Perkins
travelled by road to London in search of a new market
for his particular skills.

In his homeland Perkins had striven for twenty years
to perfect a mass production process for the printing of
inimitable bank notes. Wherever paper money is used
there is always the risk that dishonest printers may pro-
duce counterfeits which an unsuspecting public may in-
nocently accept and use for trade in lieu of genuine bank
notes.

To beat the forgers, Jacob Perkins revived the art of
engraving on steel; there was, of course, nothing new
about this for Diirer had practised this form of engraving
some centuries earlier; Perkins, however, improved the
process by hardening the steel dies once they had been
engraved. Impressions from the die were then taken on
a steel roller the impressions in which, after hardening,
were transferred in a press, rather like a mangle, to a
printing plate. From these plates innumerable copies,
each identical with the master die, could be printed. The
problem of mass producing identical security documents
had been solved.

So successful in New England was Jacob Perkins that
the State Legislature of Massachusetts decreed that all
bank notes issued in the state must be produced by his
inimitable process.

What brought Perkins to Britain in 1819, at an age
when most men running an established and profitable busi-
ness might be excused for taking life a little easily, was
a direct invitation to do so issued by the British Minister
in Washington. It was this invitation which resulted in
this notable 'brain-drain' from New England to Old Eng-
land at a time when the brain drain in the opposite direc-
tion was in full spate.

The state of security printing in Britain was chaotic.
Forgery of bank notes was rife as, indeed, it had been
since 1798 when, to conserve the nation's gold reserves
during the Napoleonic wars (the same problem is still
with us) the Government by Order in Council forbade

the use of gold for internal currency. To permit internal
trade to continue, bank notes in vast quantities were
essential and this placed an intolerable burden on the
security printers of the day. They were using copper
plates for engraving notes and because copper is a soft
metal only short runs were possible without re-engraving
the plates. Directly the plates were re-engraved varia-
tions crept in and the door was open for dishonest en-
gravers to manufacture counterfeits. This they did. It
was estimated in 1819 that no less than ten thousand
engravers in London alone were capable of making plates
from which fraudulent bank notes could be printed. Since
the few tools used by an engraver can be carried in one's
pocket it was virtually impossible to apprehend the
forgers.

Many men and women were, however, hanged for utter-
ing forged notes. The risk incurred in paying a bill with
a bank note, unless it had been authenticated by the bank
as genuine, was appalling. If your note was shown to
be fraudulent you might well have been hanged, although
perfectly innocent. Neither trade nor necks were safe.
Cruikshank in a 'spoof' bank note of the period showed
men and women hanging from a gibbet and he ironically
signed the note in the name of Jack Ketch, the infamous
hangman. This 'spoof' note did much to draw attention
to this social and commercial evil. The Society of Arts,
now the Royal Society of Arts, instituted an enquiry into
security printing methods in an endeavour to mitigate
this evil. The Commission recommended that the back-
ground of notes should be engraved by means of an eccen-
tric lathe producing the complex concentric line patterns
familiar on bank notes today. Perkins brought such a
lathe to Britain; it was the invention of another American
citizen Asa Spenser. A background pattern produced by
this means was virtually impossible of imitation.

They further recommended the incorporation in the
design of a vignette portrait of a well known person on
the grounds that any deviation in a portrait would be
readily detected. This idea was not new for Jeremy
Bentham, the political economist, had made a similar sug-
gestion in 1799, soon after the embargo on the use of gold
currency had been introduced. At that time its introduc-
tion was not feasible because copper plate engraving was
the only practicable way of printing bank notes.

With his partner Gideon Fairman, Jacob Perkins set up
his printing works in Austin Friars and made every
effort to win the Bank of England contract for notes pro-
duced by his process. He was not successful and had to
content himself with lesser contracts from smaller banks.
The firm moved to the Strand and Charles Heath, an es-
tablished British Engraver of repute, joined the partner-
ship on 20 December 1819.

Among the treasures in the Reginald M. Phillips' col-
lection in the National Postal Museum is a page of engine
turning printed by Perkins, Fairman and Heath by the
hardened steel process. This must have been made be-
tween December 1819 and July 1822 for the firm was then
renamed Perkins & Heath following Gideon Fairman's
return to the United States that year.

During the Perkins, Heath partnership period c. 1822
the firm produced by the Perkins process a rich engraving
after Benjamin West, the only American President of Our
Royal Academy, showing William Penn, the Quaker Gover-
nor of Pennsylvania, concluding his famous treaty with
the North American Indians. A very similar group of
Indians was incorporated by William Mulready RA in the
design he made for the prepaid postal stationery issued
at the same time as the World's First Adhesive Stamps
on 6 May 1840—which Perkins' firm, then styled Perkins,
Bacon and Petch printed from 1840 to 1879.

From 1822 to 1840, however, the main work of- the
firm was in the printing of bank notes and such other
work as came their way. It was not enough to engage
fully Jacob Perkins' energy and his inventive genius.

(Continued on Page 173)
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A Slight Case of Fraud
By FORREST W. DANIEL

N April 9, 1906, Dell Benton, a young man residing
at Tagus, North Dakota, went to the Great Northern
depot in Berthold and purchased a railroad ticket

to Minot. He tendered the agent a $5.00 bill, received
$4.30 in change and left on the train. The next day's
headline in the Minot newspaper was "COUNTER-
FEITER" in inch-high type. The stories with details
of the case contained several statements which bank note
collectors will recognize as not quite factual but they
might well be the same as could appear in a general news
story today.

At any rate, when ticket agent J. N. Brennan was
making up his cash for the day he discovered a "bogus"
$5.00 bill in the till and knew "that some one had got to
him." Thinking back he recalled that he had received it
from Benton. Brennan wired the authorities in Minot and
Benton was arrested by Chief of Police Kimball the next
morning on a charge of forgery. When searched at the
Minot police station, he carried ten bills similar to the
one he passed to the depot agent.

The "bogus" bill bore the name of the State Bank at
New Brunswick, New Jersey, and had the same design
on both sides. Closer inspection of the edges revealed
that "the counterfeits are pasted together to make one
bill. They are also joined in the center and there are
numerous other defects which are easily discerned upon
an inspection." Another reporter described it as "an
advertising bill that had been doctored up so that it
looked like a good piece of money." He said Benton had
five more on his person—possibly the ten pasted into five.
The bills were called one of the crudest attempts at
counterfeiting ever brought to light in the county. One
paper reported the bills were issued during the time
when state banks had authority to issue currency and that
the government had never been able to get in and destroy
all of the issue. It said the bills had no value and that
it was unlawful to attempt to pass them; but it added
that they were frequently reported as being in circulation.

Obverse and reverse of •a State Bank at New Bruns-
wick $5 note as passed in 1906 in North Dakota.

The newspapers described Benton as appearing to be
fairly well educated and engaged in the boot-legging
business at Tagus. Benton refused to say where he had
obtained the bills or to discuss the case in any manner.

Police inquired of business places to determine whether
any similar bills had been passed in Minot; apparently
none were found.

A preliminary hearing was held before Judge William
Murray in Minot. Benton was charged with obtaining
money by passing false tokens and was bound over to
district court in the sum of $700, in default of which
he remained in jail.

After a month in jail it was reported, on May 17,
Benton was to be turned over to federal authorities to
be prosecuted for counterfeiting. By that time, however,
it was suggested he might well escape the charge of
counterfeiting. A local attorney was quoted, "The fact
of the matter is that the simple charge of passing New
Brunswick, N. J., bills will not stand as counterfeiting.
The bills, at one time, were legal tender. Even if they
were pasted together when passed will not be sufficient. He
may be sent up for getting money under false pretenses
or something of that kind, but as long as the bills were
once legal he is immune from a counterfeiting sentence."

SOURCES:
Minot Daily Optic, Minot Weekly Optic, Ward County Re-

porter, Minot; Sykeston Tribune

Jacob Perkins

Bank Note Printer
(Concluded from Page 154)

In 1825 he produced a steam powered gun capable of
discharging no less than 1,000 bullets a minute with
immense penetration force. This contraption was pow-
ered by a steam boiler generating steam at 900 pounds
per square inch; Perkins succeeded in interesting senior
Army Officers and the Master General of Ordinance—The
Duke of Wellington himself—in the project and on 6
December an official demonstration was staged in Regent's
Park. The bullets in rapid fire penetrated no less than
eleven one inch thick planks of deal and the gun could
be swivelled at will. The Duke of Sussex turned to
Wellington exclaiming 'wonderful—damned wonderful' but
the Iron Duke and his military advisers were not so sure.
They feared that the weighty steam engine could not
readily be manoeuvred in the field of battle and, on these
grounds, decided not to adopt the device. Nothing, how-
ever, keeps a good man down for among other things
Perkins went on to invent one of the first refrigerators
used in this country. He tried his hand at as many
things as Leonardo Da Vinci had done in his day.

Despite these essays in various forms of engineering
science, the main business as a printer remained his staple
occupation and because of his excellence in this field his
firm was invited to produce the World's First Adhesive
Postage Stamps of 1840. These stamps incorporated in
the margin a rose lathe-turned security pattern and a
vignette portrait of the young Queen Victoria. The dies
were engraved by Charles Heath and his son Frederick—
no longer in partnership with Jacob Perkins but still
closely associated.

These stamps first placed on sale on 6 May 1840 were
in use, subject to slight modifications only, until 1879 a
great tribute to their printer who when they first saw
the light of day was 74 years of age. Jacob Perkins died
in 1849 long before his firm lost the stamp printing
contract.


