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$1 Black Diamond Coal Co. note counterstamped by Black Diamond Mining Co.

Black Diamond — Coal and Scrip
By HARRY G WIGINGTON

OAH Norton was horn and raised in New York
State. He migrated to the California gold fields
in the 1850's to try his luck at "striking it rich."

After spending several years scratching out a living, he
settled in the Mount Diablo area of Contra Costa County,
California. Coal had been discovered there years earlier,
so Norton decided to turn his efforts to searching out his
fortune in coal.

In 1861, he discovered a vein of coal and named his
claim the Black Diamond Mine. He built the first dwell-
ing in the area, with the new mining camp taking the
name of Norton, in his own honor. Later, the name was
changed to Nortonville. Noah Norton was president and
founder of the Black Diamond Coal Company. Norton-
ville prospered until 1876, when on July 24th an ex-
plosion all but destroyed the mine. Neither the mine nor
the town recovered fully.

A year earlier, in mid-1875, an engineer of the Black
Diamond Coal Company investigated the Puyallup coal
fields in Washington Territory and established several
mines in Pierce County. A mine was also established in
the Billingham region. However, in 1878, an explosion
destroyed so much of the mine that the company decided
to turn its attention to the bituminous coal fields in the
Green River District, situated in King County. This
proved to be one of the more prominent mine fields de-
veloped by Black Diamond. After its development, the
area became known as the Rayensdale-Franklin-Black
Diamond Region.

By late 1879 the mines in the Mount Diablo District
had been abandoned and many of the Welch miners
located in Nortonville had migrated to the Green River
District in Washington Territory. By January, 1880,
the mining town of Black Diamond was founded, taking
its name from the Black Diamond Coal Company of
California. The Black Diamond Mining Company was
formed to operate the mine. As happened in the com-
pany towns of the coal regions of Kentucky. West Vir-

Salesman's sample of Black Diamond scrip

Circulated 10c Black Diamond scrip

ginia and Virginia, the firm's influence on the communi-
ty was strong.

The Black Diamond Mining Company controlled the
town in all aspects, especially in regards to the economy.
They issued 10-cent scrip notes to be used in the company
store for goods and merchandise. Also, they used a
$1.00 issue originally printed for the Black Diamond
Coal Company of California. This issue was probably
used in the Nortonville. California operations during the
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period of 1861 to 1876. However, it was overprinted in
blue print BLACK DIAMOND MINING COMPANY to
be used in Black Diamond, Washington Territory.

To date three pieces of Black Diamond scrip are
known, a counter-stamped $1.00 note and two 10-cent
notes. One of the 10-cent notes, having seen consider-
able circulation, is signed and dated January 1, 1880.
The other note is an uncirculated salesman's specimen
piece. Heretofore, these notes were not identified to
Washington Territory but rather to the State of Pennsyl-
vania. However, research has established that these
notes are of Washington Territory origin.

It's in the Books —
Excerpts from

Dye's Counterfeit Detector. July.
1881 Edition

Donated to SPMC Library by Morey Perlmutter

U. S. National Bank Bills
and Their Counterfeits
HOW GENUINE BILLS ARE PRINTED

The United States Government prints all the paper
money of the nation, from plates made four in a set and
lettered respectively A, or B, or C, or D, except in a few
cases certain banks have been supplied with bills lettered
respectively E, or F, or G, or H. These are called "check
letters" and appear in various places upon the face of
notes or bills according to their issue and denomination.

HOW COUNTERFEITS ARE PRODUCED

When making counterfeits of paper money by use of
engraved plates, the counterfeiter produces but one plate
upon which he copies but one bill of one check letter of
the genuine set. Counterfeiters seldom use the same plate
on two or more check letters of the same denomination of
bills of the same national bank, but when the counterfeit
has become notorious they change the issue, inserting, by
the use of "skeleton plates," extra title lines, coats of
arms, and other changeable pieces, the name of another
and unsuspected bank not always in the same State as the
first, upon which no counterfeit of that denomination has
yet appeared.

Whenever a counterfeit (not a photograph), of any
National Bank bill appears, the genuine, which has been
counterfeited, rapidly disappears from circulation.

All National Bank bills, or imitations of the same, of
the denomination, letter and date noted in the List of
Counterfeits given in "Dye's Government Counterfeit
Detector" should be refused, unless proved good by refer-
ence to the conclusive Points of Detection published in
the same book.

CHARTER NUMBER OF GENUINE

On all National Bank bills, old or new, issued through
the United States Treasury since 1874, and previous to
the bills of new designs issued in 1882, the charter num-
ber of the bank of issue appears in the largest of the
figures upon the face of the bill; across the left end of
the same and lengthwise at the right end. On all genuine
National Bank bills the charter number will be the same
as the figures to the right of the name of the bank in

Today, Black Diamond is a small community of 1,026
population, with only a coal cleaning plant still in opera-
tion. The old original Black Diamond Mine is no longer
producing, with the nearest still-active mine some four
miles away in Ravensdale. With the correct identifica-
tion having been made on these rare notes, perhaps now
additional notes will come to light.
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the List of Counterfeits; if these numbers differ refuse
the bill; if they are the same the bill may be counterfeit.

BILLS EXEMPT FROM SUSPICION

All the counterfeits of the ONE Dollar bills of National
Banks, are imitations of the issue of a bank in one State
(Mass.) ; all of the TWOS in three States (N.Y., R.I.,
Penna.) ; all of the FIVES in eight States (Ill., Mass.,
Conn., Mich., N.Y., Pa., Vt., Wis.) ; all of the TENS in three
States (N.Y., Ind., Penna.) ; all of the TWENTIES in four
States (N.Y., Conn., Penna., Ind.) ; all of the FIFTIES in
one State (N.Y.) ; all HUNDREDS in five States (N.Y.,
Mass., Penna., Ohio, Md.).

EVIDENCE OF FACTS 1N THE CASE

It becomes evident that the National Bank bills of near-
ly three-fourths of the United States are entirely exempt
from suspicion, and may be taken in perfect confidence
the instant the name of the State or its coat of arms
can be seen upon a bill. Still further, all fifties of Na-
tional Banks in the United States are exempt from sus-
picion, except those of two cities (N.Y. and Buffalo) in
one State (N.Y.) ; and the fifties of all National Banks in
Buffalo are exempt from suspicion except those of one
bank (the Third National), and of these, all are exempt
from suspicion except those bearing the check letter A—
and so on discriminatingly.

HOW TO DETECT COUNTERFEITS OF NATIONAL

BANK BILLS

In the complete Lists of Counterfeits of National Bank
Bills given in "Dye's Government Counterfeit Detector,"
on the third page of the cover and as per index in the
body of the work, the names of the States appear first at
the left hand of the page and in alphabetical order. If
the name of the State borne by a suspected bill does not
appear in the List of Counterfeits of its denomination the
bill is genuine. If the denomination, State, town, bank,
charter number and check letter of a bill are the same as
those in the List of Counterfeits (if the charter number
differs the bill is bad) the bill is very likely counterfeit
and reference must be made to the General and Special
Points of detection printed with the list.

PLATES CAPTURED AND NOT CAPTURED

The plates for printing counterfeits of the bills of
National Banks have all been captured by the Secret Ser-
vice, except those from which imitations of the five dollar
bills of the Manufacturers' National Bank of Amsterdam,
N.Y., and the Fort Stanwix National Bank of Rome were
produced. Hence the bills of all National Banks, except
the two just named, may be taken in safety, unless of
the title and very letter or letters are given in the list.
In plates not captured, changes may be made at any time.

(To be continued)
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