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"TWE" note signed by "A. Phonebill" and "U. Cant-
cashit. No indication of origin.
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Numismatic Political Graffiti
By LARRY SANDERS

HAT nicer way could there be
to enhance the election of
your rival political candidate

than to "plaster" his picture on look-
alike notes, similar in design to
United States currency? Even though
the picture is usually in caricature
form, everyone seeing the note knows
well who is represented.

Although the Department of the
Treasury, United States Secret Ser-
vice, has definite laws and regulations
which govern the reproduction of
United States currency as "play" or
"funny" money, in this instance
there seems to be a never-ending
flow of political graffiti money avail-
able, especially during elections.

In this connection, section 474 of
title 18, United States Code, pro-
hibits making any engraving, photo.
graph, print or impression in the
likeness of obligations or securities
of the United States, or any part
thereof. Section 475 of title 18.
United States Code, prohibits, among
other things, engraving, printing,
circulating, or distributing any cir-
cular, handbill, or advertisement in
the likeness or similitude of any
obligation or security of the United
States. The term "obligation or
security of the United States" is de-
fined by section 8 of title 18. United
States Code, to include all of the
various forms of paper currency of
the United States.

Section 504 of title 18, United
States Code, makes an exception to
the foregoing prohibitions and per-
mits illustrations of United States
currency provided the illustrations
appear in black and white of a size
less than three-fourths or more than
one and one-half times the genuine
obligation and would appear in
articles, hooks, journals. newspapers
or albums for numismatic, education-
al, historical, or newsworthy pur-
poses. It must also be accompanied
by information about the particular
currency reproduced. Further, in-
dividual facsimiles of United States
currency are not permissible, except
glossy prints necessary to reproduce
the illustrations in publications.

The reproduction of currency for
purposes other than those outlined

in section 504 would not be permis-
sible under the foregoing statutes, if
the design features are in similitude
to the design appearing on genuine
currency.

Notwithstanding the above statutes
governing the reproduction of United
States currency, there seems to be no
problem in producing this so-called
lookalike funny money as used in
political campaigns and passing it
among the public, or even charging

PIR HAI ESs
IS

SHRINKING
DOLLAR

meClURE PUBlICATION
,K9yroshinoton, 0. C

6

a dollar or so for a piece to further
the campaign itself.

Many individuals have taken to
pasting the likeness of some import-
ant political person, or even them-
selves, on the front of a dollar bill,
over the picture of George Washing-
ton, to be used only as a curiosity
for display. In this case I believe
the laws are specific in that an
obligation of the United States such
as currency cannot be altered in any
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LBJ "Great Society" note from McClure Publications.
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Canadian "Just Society" note featuring Prime Minister Trudeau, from the "Fuddle Duddle Bank Note Co."
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R1 Just-A-Buti
JUST FOR SOME - NOT TOO JUST FOR OTHERS

THIS BUCK PASSED BY

JUST TRY AND SPEND IT

BANK OF THE JUST SOCIETY

WHOLE NO. 51
	

Paper Money	 PAGE 1 1 9

way, manner or form from its origi-
nal intent.

Getting back to our original
funny money, the distribution of this
type of an item such as shown here
represents just one of the many
various ways by which different
political parties will take advantage
of the monetary exchange media and
use the funny money idea to arouse
public curiosity about their party's
candidate. In this instance, the polit-
ical candidate does not care who
says what, or prints what about him,
so long as someone says something!

From an initial investigation it
seems that tokens similar in form to
United States coins were much more
prevalent in the earlier political days

than paper political items. As the
cost of producing coinage items went
up, more printed matter was used.

Paper political items were original-
ly produced with the portrait of a
candidate on the note with inscrip-
tions telling all the wonderful things
he would do when elected. As soon
as something of this nature was
passed out in public, the opposition
party got on the bandwagon and
printed something similar in design
but in caricature and with inscrip-
tions, which in effect said how bad
the opposition candidate was and
what bad things would happen if he
was elected! All in all, it seems to
have been clone with much deliberate
fun by all individuals, for who can

say which party (or candidate) re-
ceived more publicity, good or bad
from it, and in politics that's what
counts, publicity. And what better
way to publicize something, than us-
ing a gimmick in a design similar to
United States currency.

SOURCE:

Mr. David H. Martin, Legal Coun-
sel, United States Secret Service,
Department of the Treasury

(Editor's Note: Future issues will
feature numismatic political graffiti
dealing with one of the more nu-
mismatically-oriented parties--t h e
Greenback Party of the late 19th
century.)

(See also the Truman inflation certificate illustrated in PAPER MONEY No. 48, page 185.)

Spinner's "Abstraction"

make him a screen to cut off the view of a female clerk,
whose duty it was to keep an eye on the money. Mr. Root's
body was interposed between her and the packages. At
this moment the accomplice came stealthily into the room,
through the same door, from the hall, and threw himself
in front of, and partially over a female messenger, who
was sitting on the opposite side, watching the money
packages. He made inquiry for a female clerk, calling
her by name, and although told that there was no such
person belonging to the office, he insisted that there was,
and he persisted in thus preventing the messenger from
seeing the money, long enough to give the principal thief
the opportunity to effect his purpose.

The principal thief now diverted Mr. Root's attention,
by pointing to the party leaving the room, and saying,
"My friends are going, and I must go too," and at this
moment took the package with his left hand, and thrust
it under his right arm. Thief No. 2 now quietly left the
room by the same door through which he entered. The
package of all the denominations of United States notes,
when they come from the printing division, contain each
two thousand notes. Each package is just the length and
breadth of a single note, and the 2,000 notes make a pack-
age of a little over six inches high.

The principal thief came into the room holding a large
Panama hat by the rim, with lapel of his large sack-coat
over his right breast, and thus he continued to carry it
until he left the room. The package was effectually hidden
under his hat and coat. Packages of $20 notes were lying
side by side with packages containing $10 notes; but the
thief, being obliged to keep his eyes upon Mr. Root, inad-

(Continued from Page 115)

vertently took one of the lesser packages, because he
could not look at them to tell the difference.

Mr. Root followed his friend, accompanied by the thief,
with the money, the whole length of the room to the
lowest door, out of which the thief passed, with thanks
to Mr. Root for his kind attention to himself and his
friends.

The money was missed within the hour that it was
taken; but there was at that time no suspicion that it
had been stolen.

The theory then was, that it had not been received
from the printing division, and all investigations for that,
and a part of the next day, were made under that sup-
position.

In the after part of the following day, which was Sun-
day, I learned for the first time, from the female
messenger, that another person had been in the room,
and of his strange conduct toward her while there. The
case now seemed plain enough. Mr. Root called on his
lady visitor, and learned from her the facts as before
related, and that she was inclined to denounce the
stranger at the time for his rudeness to herself and her
party, and that she was only deterred from doing so,
because from his manner she supposed him to be a parti-
cular friend of Mr. Root.

The scheme for the robbery had, no doubt, been planned
and matured for some time before, and only awaited a

(Concluded on Page 120)
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