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9. FEDERAL—AMERICAN NATIONAL BANK AND
TRUST COMPANY, charter (10316)
President, John Poole; Cashier, Charles D. Boyer.
Located at the Southeast corner of 14th and G St.
N.W., this bank issued $5-$10-$20 of Type I notes
and probably some type II (see Franklin issues
stated under the District National Bank). Since
these are by far the scarcest of all Washington,
D. C. national bank notes, I have no example to
illustrate nor have I seen any 1929 nationals adver-
tised for this bank. Large notes are sometimes
available. This bank was placed in conservatorship
at the end of the Bank Holiday with President Poole
being the appointed Conservator. Its assets were
sold under the Spokane Sale Plan to the newly-
organized Hamilton National Bank. Of no aid to
the bank's problems was the confession to and sub-
sequent conviction of its cashier, Mr. Boyer, for
embezzlement. The Federal-American Bank and Trust
Company reported an outstanding circulation of
$50,000 in 1933.

10. THE FRANKLIN NATIONAL BANK, charter
(10504)
President, John B. Cochran; Cashier, Thomas Hick-
man. Located at 10th and Pennsylvania Avenues,
this bank issued $10-$20 of both types even though
it, too, was in conservatorship on March 14, 1933.
Its assets were sold (Spokane Sale Plan) to the City
Bank of Washington in the spring of 1934. Notes
from this bank are hard to find even though records
indicate a circulation of $225,000 in 1932.

corner of 14th and G St. N.W. (old office of the
Federal-American National Bank and Trust Com-
pany). This bank should have been named the
Spokane Sale National Bank as it was chartered on
September 23, 1933 through the Spokane Sale of no
less than seven District banks, two being former
national banks. The Hamilton National Bank issued
$5-$10-$20, all of type II. Being one of the large
banks, its notes are quite plentiful. Outstanding
circulation was reported at $1,000,000 in 1934.

* The Spokane Sale Plan originated with the Comptroller of the
Currency's office and was first used in connection with the Fourth
National Bank in Macon, Georgia in 1928. It was subsequently used
for the Exchange National Bank of Spokane, Washington which failed
January 18, 1929, hence the name "Spokane Sale Plan." The plan was
used in 257 cases of banks placed in conservatorship following the
Bank Holiday of 1933. It consisted of the sale of the assets owned by
closed bank to an existing bank or one organized for that purpose.
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11. HAMILTON NATIONAL BANK, charter (13782)
President, Edwin C. Graham; Cashier, Wilmer J.
Waller. The main office was located on the Southeast
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Park Labor Scrip
Wahpeton, North Dakota

By Forrest W. Daniel

CRIP WAS ISSUED by many authorities and for
many purposes during 1933; it was used to pay

teachers and municipal employees; it was used as business
promotion; it was issued to replace money during the bank
holiday and to facilitate movement of funds between banks.
In Wahpeton, North Dakota, scrip found its most unusual
use—it helped to build a city park.

Chahinkapa Park

For thirty years the City of Wahpeton had owned most
of Horseshoe Island. This area of fine trees and brush
with the Red River of the North on one side and a back-
water of lagoons and swamp from an older river channel
on the other was the breeding ground of birds and mos-
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quitoes. Several attempts were made to develop the area
over the years but by 1933 the area was being used by
some as a dump ; a slaughter house and decaying vegeta-
tion did little to make the area attractive. Early in the
year a Park Board was appointed, with R. J. Hughes as
chairman, to develop the area. The balance of the island
was purchased and an adjoining four-acre tract leased.
The Board of Education purchased an adjoining 17 acres
for an athletic field, giving the park an area of approxi-
mately 40 acres.

Horseshoe Island and the nearby junction of the Bois
de Sioux and Otter Tail Rivers which form the Red River
were well known to the Indians as a meeting place. It was
the end of the woodlands of Minnesota and the beginning
of the Dakota prairies: called Chahinkapa, "no more
wood." The Indians used the area as a base to hunt
buffalo, make pemmican and cure hides during their sum-
mer hunts; it had always been an attractive area.

The work of developing Chahinkapa Park began on
April 3, 1933, with Park Superintendent William S.
Hunter in charge of the crew cutting dead trees and
undergrowth and generally cleaning up the area. The
plans for the first year included dredging the slough
around the island, making it into two lagoons, and build-
ing a temporary swimming pond for use that summer.
A picnic area with tables, benches and toilet facilities was
built to put the park into operation as soon as possible.

To finance the project Hughes raised about $500 from
people in the community. An old building on the fair-
grounds and another owned by Hughes were torn down
and the lumber used at the park. Other material was
donated locally by the State School of Science, the Govern-
ment Indian School, Board of Education and many in-
dividuals and businesses. Farmers supplied stone and
gravel. The Wahpeton Commercial Club solicited funds
from businessmen to build a fund against which "Mer-
chandise Certificates" could be drawn and enlisted the
cooperation of the business community in the use of the
scrip.

Local Financing With Scrip
The labor force in the park was drawn from the un-

employed in the city, and they were paid in "Merchandise
Certificates" at the rate of 15 cents per hour. Use of the
scrip was not confined to the Park Board; scrip in de-
nominations of 15 and 30 cents was issued in books of
$1.50 and $3.00 and sold to the public the day work at the
park began. Each certificate was an order on the Park
Board to give the person presenting the scrip work to
the amount of the face of the certificate. When the work
was performed, the scrip was validated by Park Super-
intendent Hunter and only then became good as cash for
the purchase of merchandise or services from any mer-
chant, business or professional man in the city of Wahpe-
ton. Local people were especially urged to buy the scrip
and give it to transients asking for handouts; it was
hoped undesirables and professional beggars would leave
town if they were required to work for their money. Scrip
was available at the City Hall or at the park.

During April, 34 local men and 22 transients were given
work in the park, with scrip being used in fair numbers.
During the summer 47 men were reported working at the
park, with another nine donating one or more day's work
without pay. By May the County of Richland required
some of its assistance recipients to work in the park in
payment for the aid they were receiving. Park records
in the files of the Richland County Historical Society con-
tain no mention of "merchandise certificates" but an entry
on May 20 indicates wages were paid partly by cash and
partly by "County Order," with wages at the rate of $1.50
per day. An entry of June 10 indicates 38 units of
"script" issued to transients, and another on June 17
notes 50 units of "script" issued to transients at the rate
of 15 cents per hour. The increase in transient use of
the scrip in June undoubtedly reflects an influx of hoboes
with warmer weather. The records show "Transient
tickets stopped July 29, 1933."

Sponsorship of the scrip is not specifically credited to
either the Park Board or the Commercial Club. The
local newspaper stated the Merchandise Certificates were
placed on sale by the Park Board and were redeemable at
the office of the City Auditor or the secretary of the
Commercial Club in the City Hall. A history of Chahin-
kapa Park states that the Commercial Club solicited the
funds to redeem the scrip. The scrip may actually be
the contribution of the Commercial Club to the develop-
ment of the park but that cannot be confirmed since the
club records were destroyed by water seepage. A piece
of scrip might answer this question, but none has been
located.*

Federal Agencies Take Over
Work in the park was well under way when Richland

County established an emergency relief committee early
in July to take care of the local problem of unemploy-
ment; the discontinuance of the scrip three weeks later
indicates an organized work force depending less on pick-
up labor. By the fall of 1933, federal relief agencies were
being organized to create work for the needy. The Civil
Works Administration (CWA) was organized in Wahpe-
ton on December 2, and 60 men were given employment
in the park until the program was discontinued on March
15, 1934.

On the following day the Federal Emergency Relief
Administration (FERA) took over the project. Under
this system people in need of help were given orders for
groceries, clothing, rent, fuel and other necessities, with
the understanding that the value of the goods would be
worked out on public works projects. Before FERA ended
August 22, 1935, 124 men took advantage of this method
of obtaining relief and worked at the park. In September
the Works Progress Administration (WPA) took charge
of construction in the park and continued its development
for several years.

Up to July, 1938, individuals and local organizations
contributed approximately $38,000 for purchase of land
and making improvements in the park, including the
modern concrete swimming pool sponsored by the Ameri-
can Legion. The federal government, through the CWA,
FERA and WPA, contributed approximately $92,000 in
labor and materials. Chahinkapa Park was officially
dedicated on September 12, 1937, with federal and state
WPA officials in attendance.

In addition to the picnic grounds and swimming pool,
the park included terraced gardens and reflecting pools,
baseball and softball diamonds, a lighted football field,
cinder running track, children's playground, band stand,
and facilities for winter sports. Chahinkapa Park was
built from a swampy woods and its development expanded
as its financing grew from 15-cent scrip to federal financ-
ing.

* NOTE : In an attempt to locate a description of the
scrip the Globe-Gazette Printing Company, Wahpeton, was
contacted. Their job printing order No. 67739 dated
April 10, 1933, holds neither copy for nor proof of the
scrip; but it does indicate the Park Committee ordered
200 of 10-cent and 200 of 25-cent denominations in dif-
ferent colors. The order for new denominations of scrip
only a week after the plan began is unexplained.
SOURCES:

Beautiful. Chahinkapa Park, Wahpeton, North Dakota
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