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tent slowly growing about the note, both by private parties 	 legislation to alter, and no changes were made in its
and certain Post Office officials. 	 design, unlike Homer Lee's postal note.

The Fourth Issue note ran its four years with little
trouble in its design that would not require Congressional (To be continued)

Geographical Letters on National Bank Notes
By Charles C. Colver

Third chapterchapter notes from Lordsburg and later La Verne, Cal. showing
types with overprint "P" and without.

C OLLECTORS of National Bank
Notes are familar with t h e
prominent geographical letters

overprinted on the face of most large-
size notes. The purpose of these
letters is commonly known as quoted
from Friedberg:
"In the later periods of National
Bank history, many thousands of
notes were daily being presented to
the Treasury Department for redemp-
tion. The sorting of these notes was
complicated and time consuming and
in order to increase sorting efficiency,
a so-called geographical letter was
printed on notes issued from about
1902 to 1924. These letters, which
indicated the geographical region of
the issuing bank, were printed in
large capital type twice on the face
of each note, in both cases near the
charter number and in the same
ink as the charter number. The
letters used and the various regions
are as follows; N for New England;
E for East; S for South; M for Mid-
West; W for West; and P for Pacific
region."

However, often a question arises
regarding the letter used for any
specific state. Some states obviously
would fit into only one geographical
bracket, but many are questionable.
How the Treasury Department deter-
mined what letters to use is unclear,
but the following listing of each area
should be helpful to collectors.

"N" (6)

Connecticut
Maine
Massachusetts
New Hampshire
Rhode Island
Vermont

"E" (6)

Delaware
Washington, D.C.
Maryland
New Jersey
New York
Pennsylvania

"S" (14)

Alabama
Arkansas
Florida
Georgia
Kentucky
Louisiana
Mississippi
North Carolina
Puerto Rico
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Virginia
West Virginia

‘, 171,1,, (8)

Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
Ohio
Wisconsin

" Try (9)

Colorado
Kansas
Montana
Nebraska
New Mexico
North Dakota
Oklahoma
South Dakota
Wyoming

"Fp, (9)

Alaska
Arizona
California
Hawaii
Idaho
Nevada
Oregon
Utah
Washington


