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The "Buffalo Bill" That Beat a Battleship

Story of an Unissued $10 Silver Certificate
By GENE HESSLER

Issued design as a United States Note

II T isn't often that a battleship is buffaloed by a bison
and beaten. However, that is exactly what happened
in our paper money history between 1900 and 1902.

Paper money collectors know that there were one, two,
and five-dollar Silver Certificates issued in the series of
1899. However, few may know that there was also a
ten-dollar note in the series that never left the Bureau
of Engraving and Printing and survives to this day only
as a die proof and a curiosity.

The designs on paper money reflect the moods and
feelings of a time in history as much as do coin themes.
The period between the Spanish-American War and 1905
was in many ways similar to the present. There was
an overseas war, doves and hawks, and an active ecology
movement. In warfare, the wooden frigate had given
way to the ironclad by mid-century. By the late 1800's,
the great battleship, all iron, with no sails and with tur-
ret guns appeared. The British H.M.S. Dreadnought
opened the new age.

The Spanish-American War had begun with the sink-
ing of the battleship Maine. Admiral Dewey's battle-
ships had sunk the Spanish ones at Manila Bay. Our
great white fleet was due to steam around the world.
Battleships became symbols of national pride and power.

It was therefore decided to honor the battleship by
placing it on a piece of currency. On December 22,
1900, the Treasurer of the United States, Ellis H. Roberts,
sent a letter (which rests in the National Archives) to
the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing,
Mr. W. M. Meridith. Its substance reads:

Some time ago, in consultation with Mr. Sullivan, then
acting director of your Bureau, I suggested that in pre-
paring the new 10 dollar plate (of the Silver Certificate
series of 1899 as authorized by acts of Congress in
February 28, 1878 and August 4, 1886) it (the battle-
ship design) should be first applied to Silver Certifi-
cates. Since that time, experience shows that the volume

of such certificates is likely to be exhausted in the
smaller denominations so that few 10's of that kind can
be used for a considerable period. For that reason, the
demand for the $10 United States Notes promises to
be very large and it will be wise to consider whether
the new (battleship) design should not be first used
for them. In view of recent facts, this would be my
suggestion.

The need for Legal Tender Notes is emphasized by the
following quotation from Hepburn's A History of Cur-
rency In the United States pp. 424-25:

Silver is by law made the only available currency
for the small everyday transactions of the people which
are so largely effected by actual money rather than by
auxiliary credits. Silver is thus laid under contribution
to perform the daily exchanges of the workaday world,
and cannot leave its task directly or indirectly to aid
in withdrawing gold from the Treasury.

Banknotes together with the silver certificates per-
form all the essential functions of money, except that
they do not possess the debt-paying power—are not
legal tenders. Our widely extended country, with many
commercial and business centres, requires a consider-
able volume of legal tender money. The custom which
avoids the use of coin makes a continual use for legal
tender notes. A very large amount is continually in
use for bank reserves. These notes are more useful
than silver certificates, for while they are both readily
redeemable at the Treasury, the notes may be tendered
to and forced upon a creditor in satisfaction of his
debt.

For the note design, the battleship Massachusetts had
been chosen. With it were to be two portraits of fam-
ous naval officers, William Bainbridge and Stephen De-
catur, both engraved by G. F. C. Smillie. The battleship
vignette was engraved by Marcus W. Baldwin. The
remaining portions of this handsome note were engraved
by the joint efforts of E. M. Hall, G. U. Rose and R.
Ponickau. Work began on January 8, 1900, and was
completed the third of November of the same year. The
note was never issued.
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Original design (face)

Original back. The issued back is the same except "United States Note" replaces
the words "Silver Certificate" and the obligation is worded differently

There were new moods in the nation and a new Presi-
dent, Theodore Roosevelt. was in the White House. As
with Viet Nam, many Americans had become disillu-
sioned with the Spanish-American War. What had be-
gun as an idealistic effort to free the Cubans and Fili-
pinos from tyranny had turned into the brutal suppression
of the Philippine insurrection. Mark Twain was the
Dr. Spock of the period, bitterly writing against the
outcome of our overseas adventure.

Theodore Roosevelt could hardly be called a dove, but
he had deep interests in our western heritage. The
frontier was historically closed by 1900. The Indian
exemplified by "Running Antelope" seen on the $5 Silver

Certificate of 18991 was placed on reservations and the
buffalo millions had been replaced by beef cattle on the
plains. Roosevelt became impressed by the need to
preserve and manage our natural resources. The days
of endless exploitation were over. Only 21 bison were
alive in the West, the sad remains of over sixty million
of the animals in the previous century. Roosevelt
camped with naturalist John Muir for several days in
the West at Mariposa Grove and Glacier Point and was
moved by the natural beauty. The nation was disillu-
sioned with overseas adventures as typified by the battle-

ship. The West was a legend to eastern city dwellers.
Roosevelt led the new mood by establishing five national
parks, 16 national monuments and 148 million acres of
forest reserve by the end of his term.

There is no evidence that Roosevelt directly ordered
the end of the battleship design. But Roosevelt had taken
a direct interest in the quality of the art work for our
coinage. He had directly engaged the famous medallic
artist, Victor D. Brenner, and the century's great sculp-
tor, Augustus Saint Gaudens, to design some of our
coins. Roosevelt was very interested in the western
buffalo preservation programs. It seems very likely
that he was responsible for ordering the battleship bill
to be replaced by the buffalo bill to show the change
of direction in American interest in his administration.

The nation's top animal artist. Charles Knight, of the
American Museum of Natural History, was engaged to
create the buffalo design. The vignette was designed
by Ostrander Smith and engraved by Marcus W. Bald-
win. The two naval portraits were replaced by those
of Lewis and Clark, the explorers of the Far West under
President Jefferson. The latter portraits are also the
work of G. F. C. Smillie. The choice was obviously
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influenced by the upcoming 1905 Lewis and Clark Ex-
position in Portland, Oregon.

Thus the "buffalo bill" was issued in 1901 as a ten-
dollar United States Note instead of a Silver Certificate
hearing a battleship as originally intended. Today, the
battleship is as extinct as it seemed the buffalo would
be. However, today, through careful conservation, there
are over forty thousand buffalo back on the range and
cared for in zoos. The battleship bill today is only a
die proof in the files of the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing.

(The $10 note described in this article is one of many
unissued designs illustrated in Mr. Hessler's recently
published Comprehensive Catalogue of United States
Paper Money.)

Design Information-1899 Silver Certificates

For those interested in knowing more about the $1, 2
and 5 Silver Certificate of the 1899 Series, I submit the
following:

The central vignette on the $1 note entitled, "Eagle
with Flag, Capitol in Background" was originally pre-
pared by the American Bank Note Co. In 1897, it was
altered and transformed by G. F. C. Smillie. The por-
trait of Lincoln was engraved by Smillie between Novem-
ber 30, 1896 and February 8, 1897. The same engraver
produced the Grant portrait between February 14 and
March 21, 1898. The remaining portions of the face were
engraved by G. U. Rose, Jr., E. M. Hall, E. G. Rose,
M. W. Baldwin, R. Ponickau, and Jno. R. Hill. Two dies
were prepared for the back. The first was engraved
between March 15 and November 3, 1898 by G. U. Rose,
Jr., W. F. Rowden D. S. Donaldson, E. M. Hall, M. W.
Baldwin, L. F. Ellis, E. E. Myers, and R. Ponickau. The
second die was prepared during May of 1912 by E. M.
Hall and C. M. Chalmers.

A number of SPMC members collect the higher de-
nomination Federal Reserve Notes, Therefore, some in-
formation on these seldom mentioned denominations
is in order.

For the $50 Series 1969, regular notes were printed
for all districts. No star notes were printed in this Se-
ries for the following: Boston, Atlanta, St. Louis, and
Minneapolis. For the Series 1969A, we again had all
districts releasing regular notes. However, we also had
some districts which released no stars: Philadelphia,
Cleveland, St. Louis, Minneapolis, and Kansas City.
When the Series 1969B was reached, no regular notes
were printed for Philadelphia, Cleveland, St. Louis, Min-
neapolis, Kansas City, and San Francisco. In the star
notes for this Series, a single district was printed —
Dallas ( 128,000 notes I. This will be the only star ex-
ample of this Series. The Series 1969C is currently be-
ing printed and released, and only time will tell whether
all districts are released.

For the $100 Series 1969, all districts released regu-
lar and star notes. Only 64,000 star notes were printed
for St. Louis, Cleveland, and Minneapolis. When the
Series 1969A was released, action was found in all dis-
tricts for the regular notes. Star notes were released
for all districts except Minneapolis and Kansas City.
Here, St. Louis had the smallest release with only 64,000
notes. No notes, regular or star, were released in the
Series 1969B. The series 1969C is currently being
printed and released.

The Tenth Anniversary Edition of the Hewitt-Donlon
Catalog will be released November 15, 1973 and will sell
for $1.75. I will be happy to supply autographed copies,
when available.

Your continued help and comments are welcomed.

NATHAN GOLDSTEIN II
P.O. Box 36, Greenville, Miss. 38701

The face of the $2 note bears a vignette entitled
"Mechanics & Agriculture" engraved by G. F. C. Smillie
during 1898. Commencing work in December of 1897 and
continuing into 1898, Smillie also engraved the Washing-
ton portrait. The remainder of the face was engraved
by G. U. Rose, Jr., R. Ponickau, G. F. C. Smillie, F. W.
Montgomery, and M. W. Baldwin. Between January 9
and April 20, 1899, the die for the back was engraved
by J. P. Prender, G. U. Prender, G. U. Rose, Jr., D. S.
Donaldson, E. M. Hall, R. Ponickau and W. F. Lutz.

The beautiful and popular $5 note bearing the portrait
of the Sioux Indian Chief "Running Antelope" is the work
of G. F. C. Smillie. He began work during November
of 1899. The other portions of the face design were
engraved by G. U. Rose, Jr., R. Ponickau, G. F. C. Smillie,
E. M. Hall, F. W. Montgomery, and W. F. Lutz.

The design for the back was prepared between Decem-
ber 1, 1899 and March 23, 1900 by G. U. Rose, Jr., E. E.
Myers, E. M. Hall, and W. F. Lutz.

Federal Reserve Corner

National Bank Notes Stolen
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Mrs. Romana A. Banuelos, Treasurer of the United
States, said at the ANA convention that she is not in
favor of reissuing a $2 bill as a commemorative but would
favor commemorating the American evolution Bicentennial
by changing the reverse design of the $1 bill for one year
in 1976. She said, but did not specify how, the Treasury
expects to build a better relationship with paper money
collectors.

Jack Everson advises that his home was broken into
on July 16 and four National Bank Notes were taken.
They are:

Fr. #633 $10.00, First National Bank of Downey, Cali-
fornia, Charter P-11701, Bank Tally No. 764,
Bureau Serial No. M500256H, Note "B".

Fr. #627 $10.00, First National Bank of Santa Cruz,
California, Charter No. 9745, Bank Tally No.
59, Bureau serial No. 59, note "A".

Fr. #??? $5.00, County National Bank of Tr. Co., of Los
Angeles, California, Charter No. 5927, Bank
Tally No. 2117, Bureau Serial No. 2117.

Fr. #563 $50.00, Milmo National Bank of Laredo, Texas,
Charter 2486 S. Bank Tally No. 151, Bureau
serial No. A6601, note position "D". This is
the rare Second Charter dated Green Back.

Anyone having information on any of the above notes,
please contact Jack Everson, 1005 Cuthbert Ave. Midland,
Texas, Zip 79701 or phone collect, 915-682-4836. Reward
for their return.
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