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First Charter One - Dollar Nationals
By Howard W. Parshall

Original Series First Charter one-dollar note without bank charter number

1875 Series First Charter one-dollar note with bank charter number

F IRST Charter one-dollar Nationals, issued for only
13 years (1865-78), are very scarce. According

to William H. Dilliston (National Bank Notes in the
Early Years, Numismatist Reprint, page 23) a total of
only 23,167,677 notes of the one-dollar denomination
was issued and placed in circulation.

As of October 31, 1879, ten months after the issue
and reissue of such notes had been prohibited by statute,
3,569,200 were outstanding. As of October 31, 1898,
this number had been reduced to only 349,181 notes.

For the next 50 years (August 31, 1948) only 9,343
additional notes were redeemed, leaving 339,838 out-
standing at that time. Of this number many thousands
have undoubtedly been lost through fires, careless hand-
ling, floods, and other misfortunes.

For the past several years this writer has scanned
auction catalogs, dealers' mail lists, currency publica-
tions, and dealers' open stocks in compiling a file of
known First Charter one-dollar Nationals.

The writer has identified notes from 329 banks in 28
states, eight banks in five territories, and one bank in
the District of Columbia.

Most of these notes are of the Original (1865) series
as might be expected. In all, 247 banks issued only
Original series notes; 31 issued both Original and 1875
series notes; and 61 banks issued only the 1875 series.

More National Banks in New York issued one-dollar
First Charter Notes (73) than in any other state.
Massachusetts follows with the second largest number
(65) of banks. In five states (Colorado, Kansas,
Nebraska, South Carolina, and Tennessee), only a single
bank has been identified which is known to have issued
notes of this period. In five additional states (Delaware,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, and West Virginia), only
two banks within each state appear to have issued First
Charter one-dollar notes.

The First National Bank of Pueblo, Colorado (Charter
#1833) was the only bank to issue both "territorial" and
"state" one-dollar Nationals.
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Banks issuing one-dollar Nationals, which have been
identified by the writer, are listed below under district,
territory, and state. Each bank may be identified by its
charter number.

The series of notes issued by a bank is indicated im-
mediately following its charter number. The symbols
used are as follows: Original (1865) series, "65", 1875
series, "75". Banks issuing Original series notes with
charter number are indicated by the addition of a "W"
to the identifying series symbol, thus: "65W."

If a bank issued Original series notes without and with
the bank charter number, this would be indicated in the
following manner: (65, 65W). If it issued both Original
and 1875 series notes, the symbols would be: (65, 75).

Only a few sheets of one (three notes) and two- (one
note) dollar notes appear to exist today. These may be
classified as: (1) uncut, (2) cut, and (3) reconstructed.

Uncut sheets exist on three banks in three states:
Illinois, #511 (65) ; Pennsylvania, #234 (65) ; and Ten-
nessee, #336 (65).

Cut sheets are known on six banks in five states: Illi-
nois, #2011 (75), #2126 (75) ; Indiana, #2057 (65) ;
Massachusetts, #2275 (75) ; Minnesota, #2268 (75) ; and
Missouri, #1712 (65).

Reconstructed sheets have been located on eight banks
in six states: Illinois #1907 (65), 2011 (65), 2126 (65) ;
Indiana, #2057 (65) ; Massachusetts, #2275 (75) ; Min-
nesota, #2268 (65) ; Missouri, #1712 (65) ; and Ohio,
#858 (65).

DISTRICT BANKS

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: 1 bank, charter #1893 (65).

TERRITORIAL BANKS

COLORADO: 2 banks, charters #1651 (65), 1833 (65).

DAKOTA: 1 bank, charter #2068 (65W).

MONTANA: 2 banks, charters #1649 (65), 2106 (65).

NEW MEXICO: 2 banks, charters #1750 (65, 75), 2024 (65).

UTAH: 1 bank, charter #2059 (65).

BANKS BY STATES

COLORADO: 1 bank, charter #1833 (65).

CONNECTICUT: 17 hanks, charters #4 (65, 75), 250 (65), 361 (65,
75), 394 (75), 450 (75), 657 (65), 670 (65), 927 (65), 928 (65),
1037 (75), 1098 (65W), 1216 (65), 1268 (75), 1321 (75), 1360 (65),
1377 (75), 1382 (65).

DELAWARE: 2 banks, charters #1190 (65), 1281 (65).

ILLINOIS: 17 banks, charters #176 (65), 177 (65), 205 (65), 236 (65),
276 (65), 724 (65), 763 (65), 967 (75), 979 (65), 1428 (65, 65W),
1791 (65), 2011 (65W), 2016 (65), 2047 (65), 2048 (65), 2100 (65),
2126 (65, 75).

INDIANA: 14 banks, charters #11 (65), 37 (65W), 55 (75), 105 (65),
699 (65), 804 (65), 930 (75), 989 (65), 1102 (75), 1103 (65), 1854
(65), 2057 (65), 2119 (65, 75), 2213 (65W).

IOWA: 4 banks, charters #66 (65), 1776 (65), 2028 (65), 2215 (65W).

KANSAS: 1 bank, charter #1915 (75).

KENTUCKY: 2 banks, charters #1847 (65, 75), 2062 (65).

LOUISIANA: 2 banks, charters #1626 (65), 1796 (65W).

MAINE: 7 banks, charters #61 (65), 221 (65), 367 (65W), 840 (65,
75), 1023 (65), 1079 (65), 1108 (75).

MARYLAND: 2 banks, charters #1211 (65), 1589 (65).

MASSACHUSETTS: 65 banks, charters #79 (65, 75), 96 (75), 156 (65),
200 (65), 256 (65), 261 (75), 308 (65W), 322 (65), 359 (65), 393
(65), 408 (65, 75), 416 (65), 418 (65), 460 (75), 490 (65, 75), 510
(65), 524 (65), 545 (75), 554 (65, 75), 572 (65), 583 (65), 590
(65), 601 (65), 603 (65), 609 (65), 618 (65), 625 (65), 633 (75),
638 (75), 646 (65), 647 (65, 75), 669 (75), 672 (65, 75), 677 (65,
75), 684 (65), 688 (65), 743 (65), 746 (65), 753 (75), 764 (65),
766 (65, 75), 824 (75), 847 (65), 866 (65), 885 (65), 918 (65), 934
(75), 958 (65), 969 (75), 985 (65), 986 (75), 993 (65), 1018 (75),
1029 (65, 75), 1085 (65), 1107 (75), 1170 (65), 1203 (65), 1246
(65), 1295 (75), 1320 (75), 2103 (65), 2112 (75), 2275 (75), 2396
(75).

MICHIGAN: 13 banks, charters #116 (65), 155 (65), 390 (65), 410
(75), 1533 (65), 1550 (65), 1722 (65), 1731 (75), 1866 (65), 1919
(65), 1924 (65), 2008 (65), 2095 (75).

MINNESOTA: 4 banks, charters #1623 (65), 2006 (65), 2073 (65),
2268 (65).

MISSOURI: 3 banks, charters #1701 (65), 1712 (65), 1843 (75).

NEBRASKA: 1 bank, charter #1855 (75).

NEW HAMPSHIRE: 7 banks, charters #19 (65, 65W), 576 (65), 758
(65), 946 (75), 1070 (65), 1147 (65), 1353 (65).

NEW JERSEY: 8 banks, charters #281 (65), 892 (65), 951 (65), 1168
(65), 1251 (65), 1452 (65), 2040 (65W), 2076 (65).

NEW YORK: 73 banks, charters #35 (65W), 87 (65, 75), 163 (65),
166 (65, 75), 185 (65), 223 (65, 75), 255 (65), 266 (65), 295 (65),
307 (65, 75), 316 (75), 334 (65), 342 (65), 382 (65), 402 (65W),
453 (65, 65W), 456 (65), 640 (65W), 659 (65, 65W), 706 (65), 801
(75), 811 (65), 886 (65), 893 (65), 904 (65), 905 (75), 914 (65),
917 (65), 923 (65, 75), 949 (65), 955 (75), 971 (65), 972 (65),
980 (65), 981 (65, 75), 991 (65W), 998 (65), 1026 (65), 1040 (652_
1072 (65), 1075 (65), 1091 (65), 1130 (65), 1189 (65), 1196 (65),
1208 (65), 1212 (65), 1213 (65), 1215 (65, 75), 1227 (65W), 1250
(65), 1262 (65), 1264 (65), 1271 (65), 1323 (65), 1344 (65), 1352
(75), 1357 (75), 1389 (65, 65W, 75), 1393 (65), 1395 (65, 75), 1410
(65), 1426 (65), 1473 (65), 1503 (65), 1509 (65), 1513 (65), 1525
(65), 1531 (65), 1691 (65), 1772 (65), 2224 (65, 75), 2229 (65).

OHIO: 23 banks, charters #3 (75), 27 (65), 91 (65, 65W), 215 (65),
248 (65), 350 (65), 436 (65), 443 (65), 480 (65), 492 (65),
652 (65), 773 (65), 858 (65, 65W), 907 (75), 911 (65), 1006 (65),
1044 (75), 1904 (75), 1929 (65), 1942 (65), 1982 (65), 2061 (65),
2181 (65).

PENNSYLVANIA: 18 banks, charters #291 (65), 371 (75), 373 (65),
535 (65), 544 (65), 546 (65), 566 (65), 569 (65), 605 (75), 610
(75), 675 (65), 768 (65), 835 (75), 870 (65), 912 (65), 1094 (65W),
1647 (65), 2050 (65).

RHODE ISLAND: 20 banks, charters #134 (65, 75), 843 (75), 856
(65, 75), 948 (65), 952 (75), 1008 (65), 1030 (65), 1036 (75), 1054
(65), 1131 (65, 75), 1206 (65), 1283 (65, 75), 1292 (65), 1339 (75),
1366 (65), 1419 (65), 1472 (75), 1492 (65, 75), 1546 (65), 1592 (65).

SOUTH CAROLINA: 1 bank, charter #2044 (65).

TENNESSEE: 1 bank, charter #2167 (65W).

TEXAS: 3 banks, charters #1642 (65), 1657 (65), 2092 (65).

VERMONT: 15 banks, charters #122 (65), 130 (65), 194 (65), 278
(65), 489 (75), 857 (65), 962 (75), 1133 (65), 1140 (75), 1163 (65),
1364 (65), 1406 (65), 1450 (65), 1653 (65), 1673 (75).

WEST VIRGINIA: 2 banks, charters #360 (65), 1607 (65).

WISCONSIN: 3 banks, charters #157 (65), 2125 (65), 2344 (75).

In this writer's opinion, this list of banks known to
have issued First Charter one-dollar notes is incomplete.
This report should be viewed as initial research on a
most interesting type and denomination of United States
currency.

In time, perhaps hundreds of banks will be added to
this list as additional one-dollar notes are located and
reported. You, the reader, can assist in this search by
reporting to this writer any notes known to you but
not contained in this report.

In reporting a note please give the city and state,
bank title, series, treasury officials, charter number (only
if it appears on the note), and condition of the note.
Bank and treasury serial numbers (indicate whether
RED or BLUE), check letter and bank signatures would
be appreciated also, if available.

Did you know that the biggest laundry and ironing
business used to be located in the Treasury Department?
We used to wash and iron our money when it became
soiled. This was done from 1912 to 1918 at an approximate
cost of 30c per 100 pieces, and we laundered about 35,000
pieces a day. If interested in how and what we did, read
the article by Forrest W. Daniel printed in PAPER MONEY
Vol. 6, 1967, No. 2.
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