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Reverse Ink Smearing
By Lee Worthley

INK smeared notes are one of the more noticeable
 types of errors. but because the error occurs on the

reverse, and notes are inspected with the face side up,
quite often these defective notes slip by and into circu-
lation.

The ink used in currency production is manufactured
inside the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. Quick-
drying ingredients make it possible to print the reverse
one day and the front the next. an fact the ink is al-
most dry before the finished sheet is picked up and put
hack on the pile.) After the ink is made and tested for
the right texture and uniformity, it is put into the ink
fountain on the printing press. An ink roller picks up
the ink and distributes it to the engraved plates, and any
excess is removed from the plates by means of an ink
wiper. Here is where most of the reverse ink smudged
notes are horn, that is, when the ink wiper fails to re-
move any excessive buildup of ink. After this operation.
the sheets are then printed and put back on the pile to
await the face printing.

All of the notes shown here. with the exception of the
$50.00, show that the sheet was printed through this
buildup of excess ink. The $5.00 and the $100.00 are
most noticeable because of the heavy amount of ink left
on the plate. The lighter areas around the smudges
are the result of the sheets moving against other sheets
in the finished vile before the ink had a chance to com-
pletely dry. This is why notes are found that have
small traces of green ink on the face side. The $50.00
note shows some excess ink to the extreme right, also in
the center and below "A" in AMERICA. Possibly the
next note to this one had a large ink smudge and this
note shows the edge of it, or this sheet could have been
handled by a pressman with some traces of ink on his
hands. The $100.00 note has an inspector's red reject
mark on the face, but the final inspector failed to notice
it.

Since the beginning of full-time currency production.
inking errors have been with us. They are found in all
denominations and are of all different sizes and shapes.
Some notes have been found that have more than 50V(
of the note covered by excessive ink, and others have
been found that have only a small spot or two. Even
star notes are included in this error group, as the $1.00
and the $50.00 notes in this set are star note errors. This
is a sad fact because the star side cannot be displayed
in a reverse error note exhibit, and I am one collector

who dislikes star note errors on the reverse, because of
this fact.
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