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Face of the $5 Series of 1875 sheet on
Lincoln, Nebraska

111 HE LINCOLN NATIONAL BANK of Lincoln,
  Nebraska, was chartered in 1882 a few days before

passage of the Act of July 12, 1882, which authorized the
Second Charter Period. As a result, the bank was one of
the last to obtain a first charter and issue the elegant
notes of the Series of 1875. Unfortunately, the Lincoln
National did not fare well and was liquidated July 12,
1892, a few clays after its tenth anniversary. When the
bank ceased business in 1892, it had an outstanding cir-
culation of $22,500.00.

During the ten years that the bank was in existence,
it issued the following Series of 1875 notes:

Plate Combination 	 Sheet Serials

5-5-5-5 	 1-4745
50-100 	 1-31, 51-55

Miraculously, a complete sheet of fives has been preserved.
The sheet is uncirculated but has been folded between the
notes. The only defect is a small piece of paper missing
from the upper margin well above the engraving. The
bank signatures appear in brown ink, adding significantly
to the esthetics of the sheet.

The sheet provides not only good numismatic teasing but
some concrete information on the preparation of plates
used to print these notes. Notice on the close-ups of the
face that the charter number 2750 is engraved on the
plate in the lower left-hand corner below the D note.
Registration marks occur in the center of both the top
and bottom margins and appear as heavy hatched "t" en-
gravings. Three sets of letters are found in the upper
left-hand corner of the margin. It is assumed that these
letters are the initials of engravers or men who trans-
ferred the various portions of the design to the plate. This
conclusion is not substantiated, however.

Back of the $5 Series of 1875 sheet on
Lincoln, Nebraska

The back is far more interesting for a variety of rea-
sons. The word "Nebraska" in the upper right-hand
corner was engraved on the plate. This shows that the
back plate was prepared for use exclusively by Nebraska
banks and the state seals that appear on the left-hand
sides of the notes were part of the back plate. This sheet
conclusively proves that the state seals were transferred
directly to the plate with the other design components.
These notes were not printed from standard back plates
fitted with removable slugs containing the state seals.

The number 372 on the upper right-hand corner of the
reverse is a plate number. The Nebraska reverse was
uniform for all Nebraska banks so no specific charter
number was associated with the plate.

Registration marks were used in both the top and bot-
tom margins. As the back is bicolor, two plates were
used and both sets of registration marks overlap. From
the overlap, it is evident that the green design was printed
first.

A full row of names and initials appears in the top
margin in green ink. Unfortunately, not all the initials
are legible on this sheet. They probably represent people
who engraved or prepared the green back plate. An open-
face numeral 5 appears along the left-hand side of the
top margin. This and the initials REM next to it are the
only black characters that appear from the black reverse
plate.

A smeared fingerprint of green ink from the back
printers' hands appears on the upper face margin just
to the right of the missing portion of the border. A more
pronounced smudged black fingerprint of the face printer
appears on the top of the back margin. These are not
counting soil marks.
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It is apparent that the sheet was trimmed along the
sides but not along the top or bottom prior to delivery

to the bank. The top and bottom margins feather out as
is characteristic of borders on old paper stock.

Close-up photographs of the face

Close-up photographs of the back
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Library Notes
Impressive World Paper Money Books Received

NEW ACCESSIONS

A-6, Allan, H. D.—Numismatics in an Age of Paper
and of Plastic; 1972 (gift of the author)

D-4, Deutsche Bundesbank—Das Papiergeld im Deut-
schen Reich 1871-1948; 1965 (gift of J. Roy Pennell, Jr.)

D-5, Deutsche Bundesbank—Friihzeit des Papiergeldes;
1970 (gift of J. Roy Pennell, Jr.)

G-9, Glaser, L.—Counterfeiting in America; 1968 (gift
of Winton Hurley)

Q-1, Quarmby, E.—Banknotes & Banking in The Isle
of Man 1788-1970; 1971 (gift of J. Roy Pennell, Jr.)

R-8—Remarks on the Manufacture of Bank Notes and
Other Promises to Pay; 1864, Library of Congress reprint
(gift of J. Roy Pennell, Jr.)
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