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hundred or so came back. The money left over in the
trust account was used for the community's benefit.

During the Great Depression, many unique and novel
materials were used for emergency scrip, such as the fish
skin of San Juan, Washington. the buckskin of Enterprise.
Oregon, the sheepskin of Heppner, Oregon, the leather
money of Albany, Oregon, and the oyster money of
Olympia, Washington, and the one that started them all
off, the wooden bills of Tenino. Washington. These all
circulated very well in a local manner. They also re-

Moingona Bank was
Never Opened

By Larry Adams

Here is a bit of history about the two items pictured,
a check and certificate of deposit on the Moingona Bank
—proposed but never opened.

Moingona is a small settlement south of Boone, Iowa.
In the late 1800's it was a prosperous coal mining town,
located on the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad. At
one time it was incorporated, but since the mines shut
down and the railroad was taken out. all that remains
there today is a church building and a few houses.

In the 1870's, Phillip Livingston proposed a bank
there, the Moingona Bank. He went so far as to have the
plans drawn up and checks and certificates of deposit
printed. His plans failed to materialize. and he never
got the bank open. It is indeed a rare occurrence when
this happens and few checks and certificates of deposit
are saved to document it.

turned a nice profit to the communities issuing them, but
none did so well as the penny that necessity demanded be
printed and which circulated the length and breadth of
the lower Snake River district of Idaho performing yeo-
man's service.

Author's Note: Much of the foregoing information was
furnished or verified by Mr. Ned Harlan of Boise, Idaho,
who was the manager of the Boise Chamber at the time
these events took place. I thank him on behalf of the
Society for the courtesy extended.


