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Currency and Check Vignettes
By Richard

Along with the tremendous growth of interest in re-
cent years in obsolete notes and private scrip, there has
also arisen an associated interest in the study of hank
checks, certificates of deposit, drafts, and other hank
paper of various types. The steady growth of our So-
ciety's membership bears mute testimony to that fact.
Further evidence of this may be observed in the forma-
tion. less than two years ago. of the Check Collectors'
Round Table. devoted primarily to the study of such
items as they pertain directly to banks.

Earliest of the banking institutions in America was the
Bank of Pennsylvania, created at a coffee-house meeting
in Philadelphia, on June 7, 1780. The bank was opened
for business on July 7th, but despite the slowly expanding
need for such facilities and the great assistance it
rendered in keeping the Continental Army equipped in
the field until the cessation of hostilities, it was forced
to close after having been in operation but a year and
a half. Liquidation finally took place in 1784.

The more renowned Bank of North America, the first
and only bank chartered by the Continental Congress
(on December 31. 1781). opened for business January
7, 1782. In 1864, the bank merged with the Pennsylvania
Company for Insurance on Lives and Granting Annuities.
which had opened in 1812. Today the institution is
familiarly known as the First Pennsylvania Bank, largest
in Philadelphia.

Together through the years, as the privately created
currencies of the many banks came into greater use,
and later laid aside as no longer having any monetary
value. the certain use of checks attended those bank
currencies. An interesting aspect of collecting these ob-
solete currencies has been the matching of die proof
vignettes, as prepared for use on the paper money. with
specific notes on which such were employed. Many
designs were made up for a specific customer, while
others were incorporated into salesmen's sample books
to demonstrate to prospective customers the high quality
of the engraving art. Plates which originated with one
of the early firms were often used later when such firm
was absorbed into mergers that occurred so often to
form the "Association," resulting in the American Bank
Note Company.

Some few instances exist where it is possible to match
the die proofs with currency as well as the vignettes on
checks. The Continental Bank Note Company created
the design of a woman wearing a star in her headdress.
known as the "Star of the West." This appeared on the
$1 note of the Macon & Brunswick Railroad, Georgia, in
1867. The same vignette later made its appearance in
1879, on checks designed by the Western Bank Note &
Engraving Company, Chicago. for the Union Bank of
Abingdon, Illinois, on revenue-stamped blue paper. Nu-
merous popular designs were thus copied by various
other lithographing and printing firms.

The die proof of Samuel Dexter shown here. provides
an excellent illustration of this association of checks with
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currency. as used on the 50c Fractional Currency note
of the Fourth Issue, design No. 186, according to Fried-
berg. The design was created by the Bureau of Engrav-
ing and Printing, Washington, D. C.

This identical vignette appears on the check issued by
the Assistant Treasurer of the United States, dated 1884,
also shown here. The check was printed from an en-
graved plate in red and black, on paper containing silk
threads in red and blue, some of which can faintly be
noted in the vignette of Dexter. The amount of the check
for three cents, and the written comment, "Import Re-
fund," causes one to wonder for just what refund the
check was drawn !
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EXCE S OF DEPOSIT.'.,

Samuel Dexter was a statesman and eminent jurist,
born in Boston, May 14. 1761. and died in Athens, New
York, May 4, 1816. He was graduated from Harvard
in 1781, and admitted to the bar in 1784. He was re-
peatedly chosen for the legislature of Massachusetts and
in 1798 was elected a senator of the United States. Two
years later he was appointed Secretary of War and in
the same year he was named Secretary of the Treasury,
in which post he served about one year. About 1802 he
withdrew from political life and returned to his profes-

Library Notes
William T. Anton, Jr. and Morey Perlmutter have pre-

sented to the Society a special library edition of their
reprint project "The Celebrated Albert A. Grinnell Col-
lection of United States Paper Currency catalogued by
Barney Bluestone." This $25, nearly 700-page tome
describing the most complete collection of U. S. paper
money ever assembled by any individual is a complete
reprint of the seven auction catalogs and prices realized
from 1944 to 1946. The cataloguer included lengthy
comments on many of the lots which convey many odd-
ments of information about numbers known, the prov-
enance of the notes. the origin of errors and freaks, etc.
Truly this is a princely gift, for which we are most
grateful.

SPMC President J. Roy Pennell, Jr. has given the
Library two paperbound catalogues of Japanese notes
printed entirely in the Japanese language but profusely
illustrated. One appears to be devoted to military and
occupation notes and the other to the notes listed by
Sten as "Part 1: Nippon Ginko" and "Part 2: Govern-
ment Notes" as well as a half dozen designs with en-
graved vignettes at right and left in the style of our
early paper money.

Another linguistically-puzzling gift has come from
Sweden, the gift of Ernst Nathorst-Boos of the Bank of
Sweden. Entitled simply "Sedlar," it is essentially a
summary of the paper money issues of all major countries
with special emphasis on the very first issues. This at-
tractive, hardbound, 223-page book is well illustrated
with seldom-seen reproductions of those early notes. It
also includes an actual sample of Swedish bank note
paper on which a portrait and various mechanical en-

sion. He was an unsuccessful candidate for governor in
1814, and was the first president of the first society
formed in Massachusetts for the promotion of temperance.

With the passage of time many other instances of
similar close associations of checks with currency will
come to light because of more detailed and intensive
research into the many fascinating aspects of our na-
tion's monetary history.

graving designs are printed. The end papers of the
book are decorated with scenes from early security
printing plates.

Larry Adams recently discovered the usefulness of
the National Archives Bulletin 5. The Repair and
Preservation of Records by Adelaide E. Minogue, and
kindly added a copy to the Library. According to Larry,
it was used as the basis for J. J. Curto's recent ANA
reprint on paper money care. Since the monograph was
written in 1943, many new products for the preserva-
tion of records have been introduced; nevertheless, much
of the information is timeless and still applicable. Most
interesting are the sections on materials and processes
of paper manufacture, causes of paper deterioration,
and repair.

Collectors of Canadian paper money will be interested
in the auction catalog of the Leo Meloche collection
complete with prices realized. The extensively illustrated
catalog covers all aspects from card money to 1954
"devil in hair" varieties.

In response to our plea for a complete file of the
Check Collectors Round Table quarterly publication,
The Check List, Robert A. Flaig, its editor and publisher,
has sent Vol. I, Nos. 1-4 and Vol. II, Nos. 2 and 3,
giving us the full run to date. This mimeographed
publication continues to grow in size and usefulness,
with in-depth historical and technical articles.

James A. Scardino has donated the various issues of
the Whitman. Numismatic Journal listed below plus
several duplicate back issues of PAPER MONEY and a
portfolio of miscellaneous clippings on world paper cur-
rency. The Whitman magazines are housed in attractive
little slip cases. The clippings are being kept in a file
folder in the hope that others will send us their dupli-
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