
S. C. Upham facsimile Confederate note with C. C. Shayer signature

lie co 	 i n pm-in ant o f all
arcs eRt„oort clues

Fun datle
Confederate Stales

--- Starkbearingiaglit
.4. // 	percent interest

;. 1

	 /tithimmetAi. .7„9;,i,h/ja
ter REGISTER

NO17112	 RICILVON ;VA. frea

WHOLE NO. 40
	 Paper Money 	 PAGE 155

Behind a Bold Signature
By Everett K. Cooper

The Confederate Treasury Department began life on a
very modest basis, occupying an unpretentious one-room
office with borrowed furniture. The only operating funds
were those in the pockets of the civil servants assigned
the Department. Congress quickly authorized on March
9, 1861 the printing of one million dollars in paper
currency to fund the operations of the embryo govern-
ment. The currency, when received from the northern
bank note printers, required hand-signing by A. B.
Clitherall as Register and E. C. Elmore as Treasurer of
the Confederate States. As with all aspects of the
Treasury Department, this hand-signing task very quickly
expanded into an impossible chore for its important mem-
bers. To meet this difficulty they quickly assigned gentle-
men in the Department who were rapid in the use of the
pen and whose signatures were most unusual to the task
of placing their signatures on the increasing mass of
paper money. A Mr. John Ott was placed in charge of
those signing for the Treasurer and a Mr. Clarence
Thayer supervised those signing for the Register (21. As
time progressed and most able-bodied men were taken
by the military, this assignment was assumed by the
patriotic Southern ladies. Congress continually studied
the practicality of printing the signatures on the cur-
rency but, with one exception, never authorized deviation
from the hand-signed notes.

Of all the autographs on such currency, the boldest
and most distinctive appeared on some of the 1861-issued
notes. The fine, distinctive Spencerian signature, an
anachronism in today's world of haste, was a cherished
accomplishment in the mid-nineteenth century. An ex-
ample was the distinctive cramped signature of F. E.
Spinner appearing on the Fractional Currency issued by
the United States. A northern army officer, Colonel
Drake DeKay, achieved recognition early in the war for
the very bold signature which he used to sign travel
passes for those traveling out of Washington (1).

The Confederate signature of C. C. Thayer, who super-
vised those signing for the Treasury Register, rivaled
that of Colonel DeKay. The hold, flowing signature of
Thayer is found on all denominations of the July 25,
1861 and September 2, 1861 issues of currency. It is
found covering over half the width of the note and was
distinctive enough to discourage even the boldest counter-
feiter, it was believed. Judging from the period these
notes were released, Mr. Thayer was engaged at the
least from October 22, 1861 through May 12, 1862 or at
the most from July 25, 1861 through December 8, 1862.
Regardless of the time period, he really does not disap-
pear but only fades into the background yet to provide
an interesting part of the history of Confederate cur-
rency.

Indirectly, he appears again in a role not previously
recognized and makes an ancillary contribution to Con-
federate numismatic history. The enigmatic $20 pseudo-
Confederate note widely known to collectors for its
vignette of a "Female Riding a Deer" becomes a part
of the examination behind this bold signature. (See
Appendix I.) The origin of this $20 note, bearing a
legitimate issue date of July 25, 1861, has long intrigued
collectors. At one time it was considered a genuine note
of the Southern government (6). Subsequently, experts
have agreed that it is sheer fabrication and have labeled
it as "bogus" but a worthwhile part of any collection of
Confederate currency. Now, observe closely that this
bogus $20 note carries a poor imitation of the bold flow-
ing autograph of C. C. Thayer! But, alas, the imitator
was deceived and made the signature read C. C. Shayer.

But by such trivia the fabric of history is woven. The
articulate students of paper money history have only
agreed that this note is truly bogus and probably printed
in the North. All the prominent cataloguers have in-
cluded it in their listings (Appendix I). A survey of
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Enlargement of genuine C. C. Thayer signature

the attributed source of the note by a number of writers
is of interest:

Allen (6)
	

Bogus but no source indicated.
Chase (3)
	

Bogus with no source indicated but
attributes the printed back as of a
post-war vintage.

Criswell (12) Bogus, not printed by S. C. Upham but
possibly printed in Ohio.

Slabaugh (13) Bogus, printed in the North.
Glaser (4)
	

A fabricated note; a copy came into
hands of Samuel Upham who made
thousands of copies.

With this thread of the incorrect C. C. Thayer signa-
ture, we can endeavor to weave a fabric of probable
fact. The infamous S. C. Upham of Philadelphia, the
enterprising producer of souvenir Confederate money
and stamps, prepared as his second rebel souvenir note
a copy of a $10 July 25, 1861 "Liberty seated by eagle"
note (Criswell T-10). In a post-war letter Mr. Upham
relates, "This note was first engraved by Frank Leslie,
of New York, and printed in his 'Illustrated Newspaper'
in March 1862." The interesting point about this
specific note, which was an artist's sketch and not a
photographic reproduction, was the error in the C. C.
Thayer signature which was reproduced as C. C. Shayer.
The same signature error as repeated on the bogus $20
"Female Riding a Deer" note!

Mr. Sam Upham made two other interesting statements
in his post-war confession. First, he asserts. "None of
the designs of the notes were original with me." Also,
he records, "In the year 1863, two individuals in New
York (Haney & Hilton, the former deceased) copied
several of my facsimile notes" (3) (4) (14).

Collectors today are aware that this $20 phantasy note
is found both with and without the usual S. C. Upham
imprint and on a wide variety of papers. Advertise-
ments by Upham in newspapers of the period indicate
that he offered a variety of papers 13 I (15 ). Now let's
try weaving together a story of this famous mystery
note based on a few threads of fact:

Public interest in the North in the early war period
was keen for rebel souvenirs, including their paper cur-
rency. Upham had tasted this popularity with the clamor
for his first souvenir publication. To continue this
commercial success while the public appetite was strong
required another specimen Confederate note for publica-
tion. However, the legitimate product was quite scarce
in the North. Therefore, Upham employed the Frank
Leslie artist, used the same note format, including the
same signatures, changed the denomination and vignettes,
and quickly produced another note with the look of
authenticity. The "Female Riding a Deer" phantasy note
was born as an Upham souvenir. The vignette chosen
was, apparently, a stock item for job printers and has
appeared on a number of legitimate notes of the Civil
War period. (Appendix II I The notorious Haney &
Hilton made their pirated edition and gave it wider
circulation but without the Upham margin imprint
"FAC-SIMILE CONFEDERATE NOTES SOLD,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL, BY S. C. UPHAM, 403
CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA." Thus, his-
tory was given a minor mystery to savor and contemplate
and our Mr. C. C. Thayer, nee Shayer, was further
committed to posterity.

The original intent of using bold distinctive signa-
tures, such as that of Thayer, was to foil the efforts of
the counterfeiter. Alas, those plying that nefarious oc-
cupation accepted the challenge and with mediocre effort
made their imitations. including the forbidding Thayer
Spencerian signature. Some notes observed with the
false C. C. Thayer signature are:

$10 July 25, 1861 Criswell T-10 Chase C1-109
$10 September 2, 1861 Criswell T-25 Chase C2-124
$20 September 2, 1861 Criswell T-19 Chase C1-132
$100 September 2, 1861 Criswell T-13 Chase C1-138

Mr. Clarence C. Thayer still is not to disappear from
the annals of Confederate history. On July 24, 1863,
rebel war clerk and diarist J. B. Jones recorded in his
diary, "The Secretary of the Treasury sent an agent a
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few weeks ago with some $12,000,000 for disbursement
in the Trans-Mississippi country [i.e., west of the Missis-
sippi River], but he has returned to this city [Rich-
mond], being unable to get through. He will now go
to Havana, and thence to Texas; and hereafter money
will be manufactured at Houston, where a paper treasury
will be established." (8) Jones at this entry date did
not identify the agent but later (March 25, 1864) identi-
fied him as C. C. Thayer. The printing of paper money
in Houston is also intriguing; an entry in the same diary
on November 23, 1863 reads, "Mr. Memminger has sent
a press to the Trans-Mississippi country, to issue paper
money there."

Treasury Agent Thayer sailed from Wilmington, North
Carolina. on October 12, 1863, with a "very large amount
of public funds," approximately $15 to $16 million in
paper money, destined for San Antonio, Texas, and
Shreveport, Louisiana. He arrived in Havana on October
19th and departed the Cuban city on October 24th aboard
a fast English schooner destined for Matamoras, Mexico.
Thayer reported he arrived there on November 6, 1863,
and, "I could not have arrived in a more inopportune
time." Confederate military forces had just evacuated
Brownsville, Texas, opposite Matamoras, and Federal
forces entered the town on November 5th. This allowed
Mexican rebels to invade Matamoras on the same date.
All this the day prior to the arrival of Clarence Thayer
with his millions!

and Company had recently purchased two other local
trading firms and along with the acquisition acquired
some large contested debts with the Confederate govern-
ment for supplies provided to the Confederate army. On
December 17, 1863, Agent Thayer was shocked to receive
a letter from Patricio Milmo advising "that I will hold
the contents of the seven cases of Confederate property
now in my hands as security for the total amount due
to me here and in Matamoras." (10) Along with this
Milmo seized 600 bales of cotton belonging to the Con-
federacy. Eloquent persuasion with Milmo and his
father-in-law failed to yield results. It was apparent that
the secrecy requested by Thayer of Major Russell as to
the contents of the cases was not respected and Milmo
was made aware of them.

Major General E. Kirby Smith, military commander
of the Trans-Mississippi Department, took action to seal
off the Mexican border to the flow of all commercial
transactions. This threat to the economy of the Mexican
state achieved results, and the currency was released to
continue its journey into the Trans-Mississippi. Agree-
ment was also made to provide equitable settlement of
the accounts due P. Milmo and Company. The exposure
of the malfeasance of Major Russell in the commercial
transactions for which he represented the Confederate
government, including the divulging the contents of the
seven cases, resulted in the Secretary of War relieving
him from duty.

It is interesting to note that "in the last year of hos-
tilities, some counterfeit currency was made in Havana,
Cuba and having run the blockade entered the Con-
federacy at Mobile or passed through Matamoras, Mexico
into the Trans-Mississippi Department" (7) traveling in
the same direction as this purloined shipment.

APPENDIX

CATALOG LISTINGS OF $20 "FEMALE RIDING A
DEER" PHANTASY NOTE

Chase 	 Catalog #13 	 (Ref. #6)
Allen	 Catalog #B-110 	 (Ref. #3)
Criswell 	 Catalog #XXI	 (Ref. #12)
Slabaugh 	 Catalog #13 	 (Ref. #5)

USE OF "FEMALE RIDING A DEER" VIGNETTE ON
LEGITIMATE CURRENCY

(Listed in chronology of issue)

Printer

A Major Charles Russell, Confederate Quartermaster,
was the only proper Confederate officer then present in
Matamoras with whom Thayer could discuss his plight.
Endeavoring to avoid speculation about the seven boxes
he was escorting, Thayer wanted to disassociate himself
from them. Major Russell provided him with an in-
troduction to the Mexican business firm of P. Milmo and
Company of Matamoras and Monterrey. Thayer turned
his cargo, not identified as currency, over to the custody
of Milmo for shipment from Boca del Rio to Eagle Pass,
Texas. via Monterrey, Mexico.

This commercial firm had an excellent reputation, and
Mr. Patricio Milmo was the son-in-law of the Governor
of the Mexican state of Nuevo Leon. However, Milmo

$1 The Peoples Savings Bank
Richmond, Virginia
September 3, 1861

10c John T. Hicks
15c Culpeper C. H., Virginia
20c October 1861
10c The Lynchburg Savings Bank

Lynchburg, Virginia
December 1861

$1 G. W. Holt
$2 New Orleans, Louisiana
$3 January 1, 1862
75c P. Duffy & T. H. Renick

Lynchburg, Virginia
February 1862

25c Joseph H. Houseworth
Orange Court House, Virginia
February 15, 1862

Johnson, Pr.
Lynchburg

Clark 	 Brisbin,
Printers

Virginian, Pr.
Lynchburg

Virginian, Pr.
Lynchburg
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5c Stewart & Kinsey
Stewardsville, Virginia
February 15, 1862

$1 County of Blount (Tennessee)
December 6, 1862

$1 County of Monroe (Tennessee)
January 5, 1863
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Black Registers of the
S. Treasury

SPMC'er Robert E. Wheeler chose a timely theme
for an invitational exhibit at the Detroit Historical
Museum during July and August 1971. He displayed
notes signed by black Registers of the U. S. Treasury.

Five black men served as Registers of the Treasury,
four of whose signatures appear on the U. S. currency.
The five men were: Blanche K. Bruce, Register from
1881 to 1885; Judson W. Lyons, Register from 1898
to 1906; William T. Vernon, Register from 1906 to
1911; James C. Napier, Register from 1911 to 1913;
and Louis T. Boomer, Register from 1953 to 1956.

(On all small-size notes as on the large Federal Reserve
Notes of 1914, the Register's name no longer appears
but is replaced by the signature of the Secretary of the
Treasury, the highest official of the Department. Today
the Secretary's signature is on all currency, along with
that of the Treasurer. While the office of Register is
still in existence, the Register's name no longer is dis-
played on currency.

The notes were displayed in a "U" shape, with the
first wall carrying the title and copy about the duties
of the Registers. Glass cases on the other walls housed
the notes themselves, with one case for each of the
original signers and five notes to the case. Out of the
20 notes shown, 12 were personally autographed by one
of the original signers of that note, whether it be the
Register or the Treasurer, as the authorized printed
signature appearing on the note. Some of these auto-
graphed notes are considered unique and carry such
impressive provenances as the Farran Zerbe, Colonel
Green, George Blake, Albert Grinnell, James M. Wade
and L. S. Werner collections.

Each of the four cases carried the name of the
Register featured, a portrait, and a biographical sketch,
plus notes of each signature combination with the U. S.
Treasurer with whom each man served. Each note
was individually described, directly below, as to the
series, denomination and other important information
for the viewer.

Mr. Wheeler has consented to write an article for
PAPER MONEY embodying the biographies and pictures
of these black Registers.

D. J. Levitt Donates
Photographs to SPMC

Treasurer M. Owen Warns reports that member David
J. Levitt has presented our Society with an album con-
taining a complete set of photos of number one sheets
of the 1929-1935 National Bank Note issues, one from
each of the then 48 states during the period of issue.

Mr. Levitt also presented two additional albums of
other number one sheets containing 141 more photos
of this issue, resulting in a combined total of 188 sheet
photos. The Society is indeed grateful for this invalu-
able gift of these albums, which it will preserve for
use in research studies.

In passing, we might also mention that David Levitt
was signally honored in having been appointed to serve
as a member of the 1971 annual assay commission.

Virginian, Pr.

H. Barry, Pr.
Knoxville
Haws & Dunkerely
Knoxville
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