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A $14 Bank Note

$14 proof note on the Commercial Bank of the City of New York. courtesy of the Prints Div., New
York Public Library—Astor, Lenox & Tilden Foundations

While doing research on New York City scrip, Howard
Baron discovered a proof specimen of a $14 bank note
in the collections of the New York Public Library. George
Wait was consulted about this unusual denomination and
commented, "$14 bills are extremely rare. In fact, I
think this is the first I have seen. The Commercial Bank
of the City of New York was chartered in 1834 with a
capital of $500,000 and closed in 1842. According to

D. C. Wismer, it issued notes in $11, 12, 13, 14, 20, 500
and 1,000 denominations."

The note shown here was printed by Rawdon, Wright
and Hatch and features a "topless" classical vignette by
Freeman Rawdon. A faint marking at the lower left
reveals the name of James D. Smillie, famed bank note
artist. It is followed by a number, indicating perhaps
that it was applied by an archivist.

A Personal Note and an Invitation

While doing research for an article on New York notes
and the engravers thereof, I was directed by the librarian
of the Numismatic Museum in New York to the New
York Public Library on Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street.
I was told that it possessed a large collection of notes,
engravings, proofs and other data housed unobtrusively
in the Rare Print Room. Entrance to the room is by
special card given to those engaged in some research or
inquiry. I was passed and given a card.

When I described the things that I was seeking to
Mrs. Dianne O'Neal and Miss Elizabeth Roth, the
Curator, they were both overjoyed that at long last some-
one would be looking at the treasures that are hidden
away on their shelves. They told me that during the
past years no one, with the possible exception of itinerant
advertising men in search of period illustrations, had
used the enormous amount of material available.

They first brought out a series of volumes that must
contain a copy of every vignette that was ever used on
obsolete notes and then a large folio which contains
more vignettes and a whole section devoted only to
proofs. As I turned page after fascinating page, my
eyes popped and my lips drooled at the fantastic material
displayed. Then to cap the climax there in all its glory
lay the $14 proof. I had known from the Wismer listing
that there was supposed to be such an "animal," but I

had never seen it nor known anyone who had. I im-
mediately asked Mrs. O'Neal how we could have it photo-
graphed, and before I left the library that day she had
made arrangements.

I later discussed the lack of use of this room with
Miss Roth, and she said that the only person whom she
knew to have really made use of all this magnificent
material was the late Doctor Blanchard, one time vice-
president of SPMC and president of The Essay-Proof
Society. Since he has gone, it has not been used at all.
She and her staff asked me to extend to all numismatists
an invitation to use the Rare Print Room when in New
York. I can vouch for the fact that any visit there will
be most rewarding and a real "sight" to see in the city.

HOWARD S. BARON

An article in the April 1971 issue of Japanese Philately
about Matsuda Atsutomo, designer and printer of Japan's
first postage stamps, contains information of numismatic
interest as well. The familiar "dragon" stamp design
of 1871 was derived from the lower part of the gold
two bu note of 1869, Sten's J195B. Both the money
and the stamps were printed from etched copper plates.
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