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Paper Money Issued in Russia During
World War One 19.1 . 5 -1918

By Michael M. Byckoff

(Continued from PAPER MONEY No. 36, Page 152)

III. Romanoff Jubilee Currency Stamps Made in Germany

"Made in Germany" issue.                         
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20 kop.inscribed:–"Having
circulation on a level with
bankrupt silver coin."

"Se–Tenant" pair. 15 kop.inscribed:–"Having circu-
lation on a level with plunder
deceit by the rulers."

In 1923, in one of his occasional visits to the stamp
shop of one Mr. Oscar Riep, Berlin, Germany, Mr. N. I.
Kardakoff's attention was attracted by the "se-tenant"
pair of 15 kop. plus 20 kop. of the Romanoff Jubilee
postage stamps. Knowing that these stamps were issued
in individual sheets for each denomination, he closely
examined the pair, and, to his astonishment, found out
that it consisted of Romanoff Jubilee currency stamps
with an unusual degrading inscription on the back of
each. The inscription on the 15 kop. stamp reads:
"IMEET KHOZHDENIE NARA VNE S GRABEZHOM
OBMANOM PRA VITELEIY" (having circulation on
level with plunder deceit the rulers), and on the 20 kop.
stamp: "IMEET KHOZHDENIE NARA VNE S BANK-
ROTOM SEREBRIANOIY MONETY" (having circula-
tion on level with bankrupt silver coin).

Mr. Oscar Riep explained to him that these stamps were
acquired, mostly in whole sheets, from Russian Prisoners-
of-War in 1918-1919, when they were repatriated back
into Russia, according to the Brest-Litovsky Peace Treaty
(March 1918) between Germany and the Russian Bol-
sheviks' government. By the order of the German
authorities, the reichsmarks in the prisoners' possession
were exchanged into Russian paper money, among which
were these Romanoff currency stamps. Mr. 0. Riep
further explained that these stamps were printed in sheets
of 100 stamps of each, the right half of each sheet with
15 kop. and the left one with 20 kop. He had good
supply of them at that time, buying stamps directly from
Russian prisoners, but now in 1923, when Mr. Kardakoff
visited his shop, it had dwindled down to a mere strip
of four (20+20+15+15) and a few singles of both de-
nominations. Mr. Kardakoff bought the strip and a
couple of singles. Later on, he visited the shop again,
but by then the stamps were sold out.

The stamps were typographed (letterpress) on very
good, smooth, unwatermarked, white paper, 0.165 mm.
in thickness (as against .125 mm. of the original). The

impression is clear, without any blemishes; the perfora-
tion is 13 1/4 x 13 3% (against 13 1/2 of the original), and
the centering is almost perfect. Because the original
currency stamps of the later printings have a wide range
of the color variations, the German-made stamps are al-
most undistinguishable from them by color; they are
slightly brighter and look fresher than originals; the
inscriptions on the back are also well centered but slanted
a bit to the right.

Because of the aforementioned characteristics, their
professional production, the plate layout (se-tenant—two
denominations from one cliche), perforations the same
as those then used in Germany for its own postage stamps,
distribution by official German agents among Russian
prisoners, and the initial discovery in Germany, it is
probable that the currency stamps with degrading in-
scriptions on their backs were prepared and printed in
Germany by the order of the German General Staff.
Before and particularly during World War One, the
German General Staff spent 50 million gold reichsmarks
to prepare and propagate the revolution in Russia. Their
plan was to promote the independence movements in
the Caucasus, the Ukraine, Poland and Finland, and in
Russia proper to create via their agents a revolutionary
movement. One of their plans was the production of
the currency stamps and distribution throughout Russia
via agents so as to undermine the value of Russian money
and destroy or at least lessen confidence in the Imperial
government. But they failed evidently because the
stamps were confiscated by the Customs' Inspectors and
the Guardsmen at the border and destroyed. No single
specimen of this issue has been found in Russia during
the 55 years since then.

The February 1917 revolution in Russia opened the
borders wide, an opportunity seized by the German
General Staff which insisted that the German Foreign
Office transport through Germany into Russia in a sealed
railroad car their former secret agent, Comrade V. I.
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Uliyanoff-Lenin and his 32 lieutenants. On April 9,
1917, this party, with farewell cries of "Spies . .. Ger-
man spies," departed from Bern, Switzerland to change
not only the history of Russia but of the whole world.

During the war Russia lost to Germany as prisoners
of war two million soldiers. They were not kept idly
in Germany's camps; many of them, healthy and able-
bodied, were offered and accepted work in coal mines,
iron mills and on farms, earning scant wages and saving
them for the future. When Germany in 1918 began to
repatriate them, according to terms of the Brest-Litovsky
Peace Treaty, it began the policy of changing the reichs-
marks in the prisoners' possession into Russian paper
money, using among others its forged Romanoff cur-
rency stamps. As soon as the prisoners returned to the
Fatherland, they learned that their savings, exchanged
by the Germans for Russian money at the pre-war rate
of 37 1/2 kop. per one reichsmark, now were worth only
5-6 kop., and the currency stamps had been demone-
tized by the Soviet government at the end of 1917 and
were worth nothing. They also learned that possession
of a stamp with an image of the former Tzars could
lead to accusation by the agents of the "Che-Ka" of being
tzarist and a counter-revolutionist. Afraid to face all
the consequences of such an accusation, former prisoners
destroyed the stamps, evidently never reading the inscrip-
tions on the back of them, the inscriptions degrading the
rulers whose images they saw on the face of the stamps.
If. in any case, some of these stamps "Made in Ger-
many" were saved as souvenirs, they evidently perished
in the aftermath either of the Civil War 1918-1921 or
of subsequent events. None showed up after World
War II.

German philatelic and numismatic circles maintained
strict silence on this subject; it is not known whether
anyone saved these stamps. Few survived outside of the
U.S.S.R. In the estate of the late Dr. G. V. Salisbury
(Bondarenko) are two stamps he bought from Mr. N. I.
Kardakoff. I also acquired for my collection from Mr.
Kardakoff one pair se-tenant 20 kop.+15 kop., probably
unique in this condition, and two separate stamps of 15
kop. and 20 kop.; they were the very last ones in his
possession. These are all the known copies of the "Made
in Germany" Romanoff Jubilee currency stamps.
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(To be continued)

McNeal Coal Co. Scrip
of Pennsylvania

(Continued from Page 8)

and 34 miles by rail north-east of Pottsville; operated by
the M'Neal coal company."

On the next page of the same report the following
appears under "Remarks": "The Barry Slope colliery,
the Jackson and M'Neill collieries are all operated by the
McNeill company, and whilst the coal from the Barry
colliery is shipped by the Lehigh Valley railroad, the coal
from No. 1 and 2 breakers is shipped by the Philadelphia
and Reading railroad branch road, and is now a con-
solidated coal company.

The following information appears in the report of the
Inspector of Mines for the year 1870, Page 64: "The
M'Nael basin is situated W 35 deg. N 1 1/2 miles from
Mahanoy City and E 7 deg. S, 2 miles from Shenandoah
City and extends from St. Nicholas to Coal Run line 3
miles in length and 1 1/2 miles in breadth. . . . Mr.
Frank Daniels, superintendent of the M'Nael coal com-
pany developed this basin. . . ."

In the 1872 inspector's report on Pages 107 and 108,
The McNeal Colliery No. 1 was listed as being situated
in Y eatsville. McNeal Colliery No. 2 was worked in
connection with No. 1 upon the same coal seams. The
M'Neal Colliery No. 3 or Barry Slope along with No. 1
and No. 2 were apparently all being run at this time by
the Philadelphia and Reading Coal & Iron Company's
agent, William Kendrick.

Mr. Charles H. Engle, principal of the Mahanoy Area
School district, has done considerable research work on
the early collieries of Pennsylvania. He tells me that the
Yatesville Colliery was located at a place called Jackson's
Patch, which is now entirely destroyed by stripping
operations.

Mr. Engle has also delved into the early deeds and land
grants and informs me that the name McNeal comes
from an early land grant of the State of Pennsylvania for
400 acres to a James McNeal; it was dated Sept. 8. 1784,
and the tract was called "Richland." The deed is re-
corded in the Schuylkill County Courthouse at Pottsville.
Mr. Engle also stated that most of the early collieries
were named after the owners, operators, or lessees, such
as Yates, Jackson, McNeal, Barry, etc.

From all the information given here, can there now be
any question as to the existence or location of the McNeal
Coal Company and its scrip?

Acknowledgements and thanks are due those who
helped me get this information together, namely: Mrs.
McGrath. reference librarian of the Pennsylvania State
Library, Harrisburg; The Wyoming Historical & Genea-
logical Society of Wilkes Barre, Pa., and Mr. Charles
Engle of Mahanoy City, Pa.
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