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( Continued from PAPER MONEY No. 35, Page 106)

II. Romanoff Jubilee Currency Stamps with Revolutionary Overprints

Block of four overprinted with Phrygian cap, crossed swords, and motto.

Block of 12 overprinted with photocopy of
full front page. of No. 5 "IZVESTIYA" of

March 4, 1917.

Block of eight overprinted with
photocopy of special leaflet addi-
tion to No. 4 "IZVESTIYA" of

March 4, 1917.
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In the first half of March 1917, in stamp shops and
even on newspaper stands in Petrograd, dealers began
to offer for sale the Romanoff Jubilee stamps, as well as
the currency stamps of the same series, with surcharges
on the face of blocks of four. They consisted of a
Phrygian Cap superimposed on two "ready-to-fight"
crossed swords; inserted between the swords' blades was
the three-word motto of the great French Revolution,
"Fraternity - Equality - Liberty," in its Russian version-
"Bratstvo-Ravenstvo-Svoboda." The 10 and 20 kop. cur-
rency stamps were surcharged in black ink, and the 10,
15 and 20 kop. in red.

Also at the same time, blocks of eight stamps of the
same postage and currency issues were surcharged with
a reproduction of a reduced photocopy of a leaflet, a
special addition to No. 4 of the March 4, 1917 issue of
"Izvestiya Petrogradskago Sovieta Rabochikh I Soldat-
skikh Deputatov" (Izvestiya of the Petrograd Soviet of
Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies) : "ABDICATION OF
THE THRONE. The Deputy (Mr. I Karaulov arrived
at the Duma and announced that the Emperor (Gosudar)
Nicholas II had abdicated the throne in favor of the
(Grand Duke) Mikhael Aleksandrovich. Mikhael Alek-
sandrovich in his turn had abdicated the throne in favor
of the people. Grandiose meetings and ovation ensued
at the Duma. The ecstasy is beyond description." ("Gaz.
Sovieta Raboch. i Soldatsk. Deputatov. Saiykin 6."—
Newspaper of The Council of Workers' and Soldiers'
Deputies. Saykin side street No. 6.) This surcharge is
in black ink on all denominations and in red on the 20
kop. only.

Still another surcharge was made, this one on blocks
of 12 stamps. Beside the Romanoff Jubilee postage
stamps, all three denominations of the currency stamps
were surcharged with a reduced photocopy of a whole
front page of the aforementioned "Izvestiya," but No. 5
of the same date of March 4, 1917. The translation of
this surcharge will not serve a useful purpose to collectors
of paper money; therefore we omit it here. The sur-
charge is in black on all denominations and in red on
the 10 and 20 kop.

Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue does not list
the Romanoff currency stamps with revolutionary over-
prints because, as is stated in the note under No. 141 of
Russia, they were issued as a private speculation without
official sanction. But European stamp catalogues listed
and priced them. The Soviet Chchin paper money cata-
logue listed the currency stamps, but did not even mention
those with revolutionary surcharges. N. I. Kardakoff
listed them in the special Chapter XX of his catalogue
dealing with, as he titled it, "The later-on use of the Rus-
sian paper money for a purpose not related to monetary
circulation." They are listed in undersection 1, "Propa-
ganda Overprints Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, pages 362-363.

The surcharged currency stamps in blocks of four,
eight and 12 never circulated as a currency and we de-
scribe them here for the sake of completeness of in-
formation for fellow collectors.
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(To he continued)

Bureau Souvenir Sheets

Available
Director James A. Conlon of the Bureau of Engraving

and Printing arranged for the printing of a souvenir sheet
with a numismatic theme for collectors who visited the
Bureau's exhibit at the 1970 A.N.A. convention in St.
Louis. As long as the supply lasts, these sheets may be
purchased I limit of five) by mail.

The sheet is illustrated here in reduced size in black and
white, although the collage of notes was printed in the
actual colors of the various notes. An engraved plate was
prepared and the collage, seven inches wide, was printed
by the intaglio process, as is all of our paper money. The
sheet is high-grade, light-weight card stock.

It is highly unlikely that an additional printing will
ever be made of this sheet. Orders for up to five sheets
may be sent, with check or money order for $1.00 each
payable to the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, to
"Office Services Branch, Bureau of Engraving and Print-
ing, Washington, D. C. 20226."

To insure prompt handling, said Mr. Conlon, the mail-
ing envelope should be marked "ANA Souvenir Sheet."
And be sure to print plainly your name and address, in-
cluding your zip code number, on your order. Your re-
turn address on the envelope is not enough—be sure to
enclose it in the envelope with your order and remittance.

BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Beginning in 1861, with the issuance of the first United States notes intended to circulate

as money, our Nation's paper currency has been printed from plates made from steel engravings.

This process, which is called intaglio, has the inherent quality of fidelity of image and a distinctive

third-dimensional effect in the finished product which provide the greatest deterrence to counter-

feiting,

This souvenir sheet embodies in collage form reproductions of portions of notes produced

over the years which well exemplify the many facets of the engraver's art and the printer's skill

for quality rendition,

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION
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