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Famous Americans on the One Dollar
Educational Note

By Howard W. Parshall

(Concluded From PAPER MONEY No. 35, Page 115)

MILITARY MEN

WILLIAM T. SHERMAN

(1820-1891)

General

Sherman was a Union general in the Civil War and
the commanding general of the United States Army for
14 years. His greatest feat in the war was to march
an army across Georgia, "from Atlanta to the sea," and
then through South Carolina. On the way, he destroyed
the South's last economic resources. Because he waged
economic warfare against a civilian society. Sherman has
been called the first modern general.

Sherman was a major general in the regular army at
the end of the war. He succeeded Grant in 1869 as
commanding general of the army with the rank of full
general.

OLIVER H. PERRY

(1785-1819)

Naval Officer

Perry became noted for his heroism during the War of
1812. He was in command of the Lake Erie naval force.
He made his headquarters at Put-in-Bay, off the Ohio
shore, and on Sept. 10, 1813, sailed from there to fight
the British. His fleet included nine small ships, the
largest of which were the Lawrence, commanded by
Perry, and the Niagara, commanded by Jesse D. Elliott.

During the battle, the Niagara hung back and took very
little part in the fighting. The Lawrence suffered many
casualties, and finally was disabled. Perry then rowed
to the Niagara. Under his command. the Niagara kept
the British from boarding the Lawrence. Two British
ships became entangled. and the Niagara raked them
with broadsides. The British fleet of six vessels sur-
rendered after about 15 minutes.

Perry then sent to General William H. Harrison. the
military commander in the West, the famous message,
"We have met the enemy, and they are ours."

DAVID G. FARRAGUT

(1801-1870)

Naval Officer

Farragut, an American naval officer, won fame at the
Civil War battle of Mobile Bay with his slogan : "Damn
the torpedoes. Full steam ahead!" Congress created
the rank of full admiral for him in 1866.

He showed his loyalty to the Union when he gave up
his home in Norfolk, Va., at the start of the Civil War
to fight on the Northern side. He took command of
the important Western Gulf Blockading Squadron, and
cooperated brilliantly with General B. F. Butler and
General E. R. S. Canby in operations against New Or-
leans and the forts at Mobile Bay. He won the nick-
name of "Old Salamander" when he ran his boats under
heavy gunfire between New Orleans forts on Apr. 28,
1862, and the Mobile Bay forts on Aug. 5, 1864.

INVENTORS

SAMUEL MORSE

(1791-1872)

Developed Telegraph, Portrait Painter

Morse developed the first successful electric telegraph
in the United States and invented the Morse code. In
addition, he became one of the best early American por-
trait painters. He helped found the National Academy
of Design and became its first president in 1826.

Morse first became interested in the electric telegraph
in 1832. He was on board the ship Sully on his way
home from Europe. He learned during a dinner con-
versation at sea that men had found they could send
electricity instantly over any known length of wire.
From that moment on, he was on fire with the idea of an
electric telegraph.

After five years of work, he demonstrated the telegraph
in 1837. He hoped the men who saw it would invest
money to help him complete it. They found it interesting
and amusing but would not invest in it. In 1838, Morse
took the new machine to Washington in an effort to ob-
tain money from Congress to test the telegraph. Congress
refused. Years of disappointment followed. He made
a trip to England and France but could find no support.

In 1843 Morse made one more attempt to interest
Congress. The last night of the session, long after Morse
had given up hope, Congress passed a bill appropriating
$30,000 to test the telegraph. He strung the telegraph
line from the United States Supreme Court room in the
Capital to the city of Baltimore, Md. On May 24, 1844,
Morse stood among a large group of spectators and
tapped out his famous message, "What hath God
wrought."

ROBERT FULTON

(1765-1815)

Inventor. Civil Engineer
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He is best known for designing and building the Cler-
mont, the first commercially successful steamboat. He
had been interested for many years in the idea of steam
propulsion for a boat. But his first enthusiasm was for
canal development. He designed new types of canal
boats and a system of inclined planes to replace canal
locks.

About 1797, he turned his attention to the submarine.
This project claimed most of his energies until 1806.
His experimental submarines were able to dive and
surface, and he succeeded in blowing up anchored test
craft. But the problem of propulsion under water was
never satisfactorily solved.

Fulton directed the building of the steamboat Clermont
in New York in 1807. On Aug. 17, 1807, this vessel be-
gan its first successful trip under steam power up the
Hudson River from New York City to Albany. The
Clermont was not the first steamboat to be built, but it
was the first to become a practical and financial success.

WRITERS

NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

(1804-1864)

Novelist

The Scarlet Letter (1850), a symbolic novel concern-
ing Hawthorne's Puritan forefathers, is one of the great-
est novels ever written in America.

Hawthorne was concerned with the timeless themes of
sin, alienation, and redemption. He defined his writing
as romance, and defined romance as a method of prob-
ing "the depths of our common nature." To him, "ro-
mance" meant confronting reality rather than evading or
escaping it.

He found the best material for his writing in New Eng-
land history. He explored in his fiction those aspects of
experience where psychology, morality, and myth meet
and blend. He drew much from Edmund Spenser and
John Bunyan. his favorite authors, and continued
their tradition in outlook and technique. Hawthorne's
work forms a link between the older allegories, such as
Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, and present-day symbolism,
as in the works of William Faulkner.

GEORGE BANCROFT

(1800-1891)

Historian, Teacher, Diplomat

In 1834, he published the first volume of his 10-volume
History of the United States, which brought him recog-
nition as an outstanding historian. Bancroft was the
first American to attempt to write a comprehensive his-
tory of the United States from its beginnings to the rati-
fication of the Constitution. His volumes ran through
25 editions, and he revised them once completely. For
over 50 years, his was the best known and most widely
read American history.

He was appointed Secretary of the Navy in 1845 by
President James Polk. and helped establish the United

States Naval Academy at Annapolis. From 1846 to
1849, Bancroft represented the United States as minister
to Great Britain. He later served as U. S. minister to
Germany.

RALPH WALDO EMERSON

(1803-1882)

Essayist, Poet

He wrote, he said. "to awake in man and to raise the
feeling of his worth."

To own many things or to be popular, he believed.
does not matter. "The one thing in the world of value,
is the active soul." Each man must think for himself
and act on his own best instincts. In the closing lines
of his essay on "Self-Reliance" he wrote:

"A political victory, a rise of rents, the recovery of
your sick or the return of your absent friend, or some
other favorable event raises your spirits, and you think
good days are preparing for you. Do not believe it.
Nothing can bring you peace but yourself. Nothing
can bring you peace but the triumph of principles."

He applies these ideas to scholarship in "The Ameri-
can Scholar," a lecture which he delivered at Harvard
in 1837. Oliver Wendell Holmes called it "our intellec-
tual Declaration of Independence." In it, Emerson ad-
vised his hearers to learn directly from life, then to
know the past through books, and finally to express
themselves in action.

JAMES FENIMORE COOPER

(1789-1851)

Novelist

Cooper is generally considered the first important
American novelist. He invented the sea-romance type of
adventure story and the story of wilderness flight and
pursuit. His best sea stories include The Pilot (1823)
and The Red Rover (1827). The Leather-Stocking Tales,
which include his five best-known novels, are his best
frontier stories. Cooper won fame for his rapid-fire
narratives and for several strong, well-defined characters.

He liked to read aloud to his family. One day he threw
aside the book be was reading and declared "I could
write a better book than that myself." His wife dared
him to try. The result was Precaution (1820), a novel
patterned on the works of Jane Austen and set in Eng-
land.

He wrote 50 books, including 33 novels, during his
30-year literary career. In his later years, he wrote
many travel books, political works, and a history of the
U. S. Navy. He is recognized as one of the most im-
portant social critics of his day.

WASHINGTON IRVING

(1783.1859)

Essayist. Short Story Writer
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Irving was the first American writer to gain fame in
other nations as well as at home. His short stories and
essays reflect his genuine charm, sense of humor, and
pleasant disposition. Such characters as Rip Van Winkle
and Ichabod Crane still bring smiles to new generations
of readers.

He was the last of 11 children. He was named for
George Washington. His older brothers encouraged his
interest in reading and writing. He loved poetry and
books of travel, but disliked school, and left it when he
was 16.

His brothers sent him to Europe in 1804 because of
poor health. He traveled in France, Italy, and England
for two years. In 1806, he returned to the United States,
broader in knowledge, culture, and sympathies, and in
much better health.

In 1815 he returned to Europe where he represented
the family interests until the business failed in 1818.
After 17 years abroad he was welcomed back home as
a successful American author.

In 1849, he published his delightfully sympathetic Oliver
Goldsmith. After some lesser works, he finished his
monumental and scholarly Life of George Washington
(1859).

HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW

(1807-1882)

Poet

Longfellow was the most influential American poet of
his day. He enjoyed great popularity during his lifetime,
and did much to determine the American idea of poetry.
He was greatly gifted both as a writer of lyrical verse and
as a narrative poet. He was also an outstanding scholar
and a distinguished professor.

An excellent linguist, Longfellow pioneered in teach-
ing techniques and helped establish the modern languages
as an important part of American education. In his 17
years at Harvard, he gained an outstanding reputation as
a professor. He retired from teaching in 1854 to give
all his time to literature. The next year he published
The Song of Hiawatha, an important poem about an
Indian hero.

Longfellow's most important single achiciement as a
scholar was his translation in 1867 of Dante's Divine
Comedy. In a gigantic anthology, The Poets and Poetry
of Europe (1854), he tried to introduce American read-
ers to many world writers.

SPMC National Bank Note
Book Released

The extent to which specialization in paper money can
be carried is evidenced by SPMC's latest publication, The
National Bank Note Issues of 1929 -1935. This hard cov-
er, 275-page, 8 1-Axil book containing more than 275 il-
lustrations on coated paper, represents the combined ef-
forts of M. Owen Warns, Peter Huntoon and Louis Van
Belkum, together with contributions from Johnny 0. Bass,
Richard L. Hood, John T. Hickman and John T. Waters.
Mr. Warns as editor shepherded the manuscript from be-
ginning to end.

The book begins with an exposition of the laws govern-
ing the issuance of the notes nod it outli-- of production
methods by Peter Huntoon. Louis Van Belkum contribut-
ed a complete listing of all of the notes issued in the
series, the most comprehensive ever compiled for any type
National Bank Note.

Mr. Warns personally covered the history of the Bank
of America. which issued more notes in the 1929 series
than any other bank.

Other subjects covered are replacement notes, sheets,
territorial notes, and the various type fonts and punctua-
tion marks found in the bank name formats.

THE SPMC OFFERS

A DETAILED STUDY OF

THE NATIONAL
1 1

 

ANK NOTE INST. 11A,S
of 1929-1935

Edited by M. Owen Warns

Authors:

Peter Huntoon - Louis VanBelkum

212 pages and 329 illustrations

is now available

from your Society at $9.75
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