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The Parker House of Boston Notes
By Maurice M. Gould

The internationally known Parker House, Boston,
Massachusetts, is one of the best known stopping-off
places in the world. More than a hundred years old, its
Parker House rolls are known from coast to coast.

In 1854, Harvey D. Parker bought the Mansion House
and then proceeded to tear the building down in order
to erect the original Parker House. It is on the corner
of Tremont and School Streets, in an area of Boston
steeped with history. It is across the street from the
famed King's Chapel and many other buildings which
go back to the time of the Revolution. The hotel opened
its doors on April 24, 1856 and was an immediate suc-
cess for Harvey Parker, who was born in a small town
in Maine. This farmer boy, like the hero of a Horatio
Alger story, became a millionaire.

It was during the Civil War when there was a short-
age of change that the Parker House issued its own paper
scrip in four denominations-5c, 10c. 25c and 50c. The
notes are dated Dec. 1, 1862.

Today I consider them to be fairly scarce. There are
a number of sheets in existence, all punch-cancelled. A
group of these appeared in Boston approximately 20
years ago and, of course, have been absorbed in collec-
tions. Now they are seldom heard of or offered.

A number of years ago, for my own information. I
called the Parker House to find out if they had a set of
these notes. They said they had them in their archives
and mentioned to me that the notes were still redeemable.
They probably thought I wanted to redeem them, not
realizing that they were worth a considerable premium
over face value.

The Parker House was known by such as Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes, who wrote the following short poem
about it:

OLD PARKER HOUSE

Turn half-way round, and let your look survey
The white facade that gleams across the way,
The many windowed building, tall and wise,
The palace-inn that shows its northern side
In grateful shadow when the sunbeams beat
The granite wall in summer's scorching heat.
This is the place; whether its name you spell
Tavern, or caravanserai or hotel.
Such guests! What famous names its record boasts.
Whose owners wander in the mob of ghosts!

The Parker House barroom was a meeting place for
the famous and annually made $100,000 profit for many
years during the period when the dollar was stable.
Among the greats who would meet there were Ralph
Waldo Emerson, James Russell Lowell, Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow, Oliver Wendell Holmes, John Greenleaf
Whittier, Louis Agassiz and Nathaniel Hawthorne. When
Charles Dickens visited Boston, he resided at the Parker
House and his suite became known as the "Dickens
Room."

During the Civil War the merchant scrip was widely
used in Boston and New England. Sometimes these pieces
were referred to as shin-plasters. I have seen fairly sub-
stantial collections of these small notes in denominations
under one dollar, but today they are becoming more and
more difficult to locate.

The Parker House is also known for the Parker House
coin auctions. Some were held there many years ago;
Horace Grant, the well-known dealer of Providence.
Rhode Island, revived these auctions, and in recent years
the Bromfield Stamp & Coin has followed the tradition
by having numismatic auctions in the hotel.

When you visit historic Boston, be sure to take a walk
along Tremont Street, going to the new Government
Center and stop to inspect the historic area where the
Parker House stands. If you should make this hostelry
your headquarters, you will find prices slightly higher
than they were in January of 1850 when the bill of fare
offered "chicken soup, 12 1/,c," "boiled turkey with oyster
sauce or roast beef, 3714c," with "vegetables and all the
trimmings" included. They also cooked to order game
of all kinds, including venison, partridge, quail, black
ducks and squabs. Wines were served in half and
quarter pints; top champagnes were $1.75 and India ale.
25c. A pint of cider seemed high at 121-Ac.

If you have any Parker House scrip, remember, it is
still redeemable, but I cannot vouch for how far it will
go at today's inflated prices. It would be hard to believe
that the old prices existed if I hadn't seen them with my
own eyes on a menu in my possession from the Parker
House. a landmark of ye olde and staide Boston town.

Swedish Pictorial Note of 1804

Very early paper money usually was void of pictorial
decoration and consisted of text, numerals and signatures
only. However, a 14 shilling note of the Rixsens Standers
Bank I Bank of the Estates of the Kingdom of Sweden
has a colorless embossed seal at the top depicting a na-
tivity scene with the star of Bethlehem.
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