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	 Paper Money	 WHOLE NO. 35

Interspersing of Face Plate Numbers on $1

F. R. N. Series 1963A and =1..9638
By Bob McCurdy

Consecutive plate numbers (A1108 and A1109) with the higher
number in the earlier series.

The interested and informed observer of the face plate
numbers on the later blocks of the 1963A $1 and 1963B
series Federal Reserve Notes will discover that the face
plate numbers of these two series are interspersed.

This is an interesting situation, since the Barr note
signatures are engraved on the plates, and it would ap-
pear that plates used to print 1963A notes were engraved
after plates used to print 1963B notes. No similar cir-
cumstance has occurred since the intermixing of face
check numbers in the 12- and 18-subject plates of the
1935D series (narrow I of $1 Silver Certificates.

The face plate numbers higher than those of the 1963B
series occurring in the 1963A series were first observed
in Atlanta notes of the F-G block, and have since been
noted in Boston and Dallas notes of the A-D and K-C
blocks respectively. It is expected that these higher plate
numbers will be found in the later blocks of other banks
as well. The star serials from Atlanta began utilizing
the high plate numbers near the end of the F39000000"
sequence. Others may exist.

To date, the following face plate numbers over 1003,
the lowest Barr plate observed. have been seen by the
author in the 1963A series:

1065 1072 1090 1103
1066 1085 1092 1106
1060 1088 1095 1109

Intermingled with these numbers one can find numer-
ous 1963B face plate numbers, such as 1067, 1068, 1087.
etc. It is presumed that these Barr plates will fill in all
the numbers intervening in the above list.

Given these facts, a number of theories as to why
1963A notes were released which had been printed from
plates engraved concurrent with 1963B plates can be
explored.

Perhaps the 1963B plates were engraved and set aside
to await Joseph Barr's confirmation to the office of
Secretary of the Treasury, at which time they were
brought out to print notes to fill orders from the New
York, Richmond, Chicago, Kansas City, and San Fran-
cisco Federal Reserve Banks.

Or is it possible that some technical problem intruded
so that the Bureau had to use plates devoid of signatures
at the same time as the signature-engraved plates of the
1963B series, and thus cut plates as the situation de-
manded?

An additional theory which has some plausibility is
that the 1963B plates were engraved before President
Johnson had chosen Fowler's successor and held with a
blank space for the new secretary's signature. Work
on the normal blank plates used in the 1963 and 1963A
series continued in order to fill pressing orders from
certain of the Federal Reserve Banks. After Secretary
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Barr's appointment, the plates for 1963B were finished
and put into use to print the notes for the banks issuing
the series.

Whatever the reason for this unusual occurrence, this
mixture of plate numbers in the transition back to signa-
ture-engraved plates is of great interest to the paper cur-
rency collector, especially if he is concerned with be-
ginning and ending plate numbers.

Errors Are Where You Find Them
By Peter Huntoon

Gutters, the white streaks left in a note whenever print-
ing occurs over a wrinkle, are one of the most common
paper money misprints. This error type is quite com-
mon in all series of small notes and can even be found
in relative abundance on the large issues. Just to show
that fractional currency has not been left out, look closely
at the photo of this FR 1281. The largest wrinkle pres-
ent is 1/32 inch wide and extends from the upper right
downward to the base of the 5c stamp impression at the
extreme right. A second, smaller wrinkle cuts through
the lower right corner, and several other barely discern-
ible wrinkles occur on the right side of the note. The
back is entirely normal, which indicates that the wrinkles
occurred in the paper after the reverse was printed.

SPMC PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF REDUCED PRICES
TO MEMBERS WHILE STOCKS LAST

Texas Obsolete Notes and Scrip
by BOB MEDLAR

Postpaid to members, $6.00

Others, $10.50

This is a hard-covered book with 204 large
pages and 240 full-size illustrations.

Florida Obsolete Notes and Scrip
by HARLEY L. FREEMAN

Postpaid to members, $4.00
Others, $5.00

This, too, is a hard-covered book, profusely
illustrated, with 103 large pages.

Send remittances payable to

The Society of Paper Money Collectors, Inc. to

J. ROY PENNELL, JR.
P. 0. Box 3005, Anderson, S. C. 29621

SPMC
NEW PUBLICATION COVERING

THE NATIO-NAL

BAND NOTE ISSL ES
of

1929 - 1935

with
225 pages and 324 illustrations

is now available
from your Society at $9.00.

MAIL YOUR CHECK TO:

Society of Paper Money Collectors
M. 0. WARNS, Treasurer

P. 0. BOX 1840

MILWAUKEE, WIS. 53201
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