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Reprints and Facsimile Sheets
By J. Roy Pennell, Jr.

In the past several years the practice of making copies
of genuine notes by offset printing has been a nuisance
to collectors and legitimate dealers. As a result of this
flood of junk, many collectors have bought items as
genuine that are recent copies. Most publications will not
knowingly take ads for unmarked copies. Two major
types of copies are found: in order to clarify my remarks
about them I will use the following definitions:

REPRINTS: This term covers items printed from the
original plates after the official use by the issuing authority
had ceased. These items can sometimes be difficult to
identify from the genuine issues. The paper used in the
reprint is the first point to check. Bank note paper was of
special quality and is difficult to obtain today. Many
modern reprints have tiny lines printed at random. They
are caused by scratches on the plate that would he
impossible to remove without ruining the plate. Reprints
generally have a grayish color.

Many times the only way to identify a reprint is by the
paper. All reprints should be marked in a manner that
would always identify them as reprints. The use of
paper with modern watermarks is the best method to
accomplish this.

FACSIMILE: Webster's Second Edition has this to
say about a facsimile: An exact or detailed copy of
anything; a copy made by a process of photography and
engraving." Facsimile notes are usually offset printed,
the same method that our modern counterfeiters use.
Modern graphic arts have improved techniques to the
point where it is difficult to tell a copy from the original
without close examination.

I would like to make the following observations on the
legality and ethics regarding reprints and facsimile cop-
ies: It is fraud if anyone knowingly sells a reprint or
facsimile as a genuine item. If a dealer knowingly ad-
vertises a reprint or facsimile in a magazine that requires
all items to be genuine, he is guilty of fraud. A reputable
dealer will not have unmarked copies for sale.

Some collectors are concerned with copies reducing the
value of their genuine notes. Remember, a thousand
copies do not produce a single genuine note. If copies
of a genuine item lowered the value of the genuine, you
could buy the "Mona Lisa" for a few cents.

A word of caution-when material is priced well below
the market, don't jump to the conclusion that the dealer
doesn't know what his material is worth. It may be
false instead of a bargain.

Many reprints are produced by collectors owning
plates with no intent to mislead anyone. I personally
have a copper plate that I will probably reprint someday,
but I will do it in a manner that will prevent dishonest
people from selling them as genuine. Some rare reprints
are purchased by collectors. just as copies of paintings are
purchased and admired.

The following reprints and facsimile notes and sheets
have been reported to me. Please report any items known

to you and not on this list. Remember, all it takes to
change a sheet into individual notes is a pair of scissors.
The writer will be glad to give his personal opinion on
any note or notes at no charge, if you include return
postage and insurance.
FLA. 	 Tallahassee Railroad Company 1, 1, 2, 3

FACSIMILE

GA.	 Georgia Railroad & Banking Co., Athens 5, 10,
10, 20 REPRINT

Bank of Augusta 1, 1, 1, 2 FACSIMILE

LA.	 Citizens Bank of Louisiana 1, 1, 2, 3
FACSIMILE

Citizens Bank of Louisiana 50, 50, 50, 50
FACSIMILE

Canal Bank 10, 10, 10, 10 FACSIMILE

MO. 	 County of St. Louis 5, 10 REPRINT

N. J. 	 Farmers Bank of Wantage 1, 1, 2, 3 REPRINT

N. Y. 	 Tradesman Bank 10, 5, 2, 1 REPRINT

PA. 	 Southwark Bank 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1 REPRINT

S. C. 	 State of South Carolina 20, 20, 50, 50
FACSIMILE

State of South Carolina 1000 FACSIMILE
City of Charleston 50c, 50c REPRINT
Bank of South Carolina 2, 2, 2, 2, 2 REPRINT

TENN. 	 Bank of Tennessee 5, 5, 10, 20 FACSIMILE

Collectors and dealers contributing to this article: Paul
Garland, Raymond H. Rathjen, Frank F. Sprinkle, George
W. Wait.

American Bank Note Co.
Object of Take-Over Attempt
Stockholders of the American Bank Note Co.. cen-

tenarian printer of early U. S. and much of the world's
paper money past and present. have been solicited to ex-
change their stock for that of the B.T.B. Corp. I formerly
B. T. Babbitt, Inc. at the rate of four shares of BTB
common for one of ABN common. BTB already owns
63% of American common and is represented by two of
American's 13 directors. It is a mini-conglomerate own-
ing businesses in electrical supply. sign. molded plastics.
drilling rig. insurance and real estate industries. It
formerly was a manufacturer of household cleaning sup-
plies ("Babo").

According to the prospectus, BTB wants to acquire
80% of ABN shares to obtain a tax advantage but does
not plan to change present policies or personnel. It
states that ABN has three subsidiaries: Canadian Bank
Note Co.. Ltd., Bradbury. Wilkinson & Co.. Ltd.-both
printers of security paper-and Len Beach, Inc., a
printer of multi-color sales catalogs. brochures and an-
nual reports. In May 1969, Bradbury. Wilkinson sold
its half interest in South African Bank Note Co.
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