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Counterfeiter or Collaborator?
By Everett K. Cooper

In a previous issue of PAPER MONEY ( Whole No. 30)
a postscript to the article "Another Lost Cause" com-
mented on the Northern-produced, contemporary, "Fac-
simile" Confederate States of America paper money.
Much remains to be unfolded of the history of the activi-
ties which not only enriched the pockets of Yankee pro-
moters but also patriotically well served the war effort
of the Federals.

S. C. Upham of Philadelphia is the best known of this
group of "counterfeiters" because of his productivity,
willingness to put his name on his work, and frequent
advertisement of his wares, which included Confederate
stamps as well as the currency. Thus Sam Upham op-
erated very publicly and apparently within the sanction
of the law, and one would assume so did his numerous
competitors. But lacking adequate historical informa-
tion, can we make this assumption?

Recently an intriguing letter came to light which raises
a number of interesting questions. This letter reads:

OFFICE OF THE DISPATCH
New York June 29, 1864

HON. ABRAHAM LINCOLN
President of the United States

Permit me to address your Excellency on behalf of
Winthrop E. Hilton, who was arrested in December last,
charged as I understand with the crime of printing Bank
Notes and making machinery for the Rebel Government.
Mr. Hilton prior to his arrest was engaged in the print-
ing business in this city and sustained an excellent
business reputation, and who politically was one of
your early supporters. His friends (who are numerous,
and among our most loyal citizens) claim that they can
show that he is not guilty of the crime with which he
is charged, and their demand is the opportunity of
doing so. This they allege has been refused by the
government. I cannot believe such to be the fact, as I
feel sure that you would not sanction any outrage on
the personal rights of your fellow citizens. From what
I know of this case I am satisfied that it is one which
should receive immediate attention in order to avoid in-
jury to our cause in the coming political camps. Under
this conviction I have mentioned to urge on you the
necessity of at once affording Mr. Hilton an opportunity
of proving his innocence and thus put an end to the
discussion which cannot fail to harm us if permitted to
be much longer continued.

I have the honor to be
Respectfully,
/s/ A. J. WILLIAMSON

The back of the letter has the following synopsis in the
handwriting of Abraham Lincoln (though not signed or
initialed) ; it was his custom to make such notations on
correspondence reaching him:

A. J. Williamson
New York City
June 29, 64
In relation to the alleged unjust confinement
of W. E. Hilton.

The following classified advertisement which appeared
during the Civil War in Harper's Weekly furthers this
story:

Confederate (Rebel) Money.
FAC-SIMILE REBEL TREASURY NOTES,

So exactly like the genuine that where one will pass
current the other will go equally well. $500 in Con-
federate Notes of all denominations sent free by mail
on receipt of $5, by W. E. HILTON, 11 Spruce Street,
New York.

Many interesting questions are raised by the pleading
letter to President Lincoln. One can make many specu-
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lations lacking adequate facts. Sam Upham had previ-
ously indicated that Mr. Hilton's product was a direct
copy from his (Upham's I copy, making the paradox of
the counterfeiter copying a counterfeit. Upham, for rea-
sons not known, had terminated his activity in August
1863. Mr. Hilton was arrested in December 1863. Had
the "Souvenir facsimile" market dried up enough to make
it an unprofitable business; did it tempt the printer to
offer clandestinely to print legitimately for the Rich-
mond government? Or had the Yankee business men
who brought southern cotton through the battle lines and
used many times this type of currency in payment created
such a nuisance as to require strong action by Washing-
ton? They annoyed General Grant so much in the West
that he banned them in his command area.

The book Secret and Urgent, by Fletcher Pratt, which
deals with the history of cryptography, tells an interesting
story about Mr. Hilton. In December 1863. the New
York City postmaster intercepted a letter mailed from his
city and addressed to a known Confederate agent in
Halifax. Nova Scotia. The letter when decoded read,
"Say to Memminger that Hilton will have the machine all
finished and dies all cut ready for shipping by the first of
January. The engraving of the plates is superb." With
this information the U. S. Marshal arrested Winthrop
Hilton and seized several million dollar's worth of Con-
federate money and bonds along with the printing plates.

Counterfeiter or collaborator. Hilton and this letter in
his behalf to Abraham Lincoln provide an interesting ad-
dition to the Civil War era paper money.

For the Love of Money ...
By Richard Banyai

The Biblical statement, "For the love of money is a root
of all sorts of injurious things and by reaching out for
this love some have been led astray. . . .", 1 Timothy 6:10,
is indeed one which has been quoted often and which con-
tains an invaluable message.

On the one hand, money has been blamed for the ills
of mankind; on the other hand, money has been classified
as a passive element in society exerting a force only when
it "gets out of order".

Below is a quotation from Papini. Life of Christ, pages
202-03. regarding the "evil" of money:

Among the unclean things which men have manu-
factured to defile the earth and defile themselves,
money is perhaps the most unclean. These counters
of coined metal which pass and repass every day
among hands still soiled with sweat or blood, worn
by the rapacious fingers of thieves, of merchants, of

misers; this round and viscid sputum of the Mint,
desired by all, sought for, stolen, envied, loved more
than love and often more than life; these ugly pieces
of stamped matter, which the assassin gives to the
cut-throat, the usurer to the hungry, the enemy to
the traitor, the swindler to his partner, the simonist
to the barterer in religious offices, the lustful to the
woman bought and sold, these foul vehicles of evil
which persuade the son to kill his father, the wife to
betray her husband, the brother to defraud his
brother, the wicked poor man to stab the wicked rich
man, the servant to cheat his master, the highway-
man to despoil the traveller; this money, these
material emblems of matter, are the most terrifying
objects manufactured by man. Money, which has
been the death of so many bodies is every day the
death of thousands of souls. More contagious than
the rags of a man with the pest, than the pus of an
ulcer, than the filth of a sewer, it enters into every
house, shines on the counters of the money changers,
settles down in money chests, profanes the pillow of
sleep, hides itself in the fetid darkness of squalid
back-rooms, sullies the innocent hands of children,
tempts virgins, pays the hangman for his work, goes
about on the face of the earth to stir up hatred, to
set cupidity on fire, to hasten corruption and death.

John Stuart Mill said: There cannot, in short, be intrinsi-
cally a more insignificant thing, in the economy of so-
ciety, than money; except in the character of a contri-
vance of sparing time and labor. It is a machine for
doing quickly and commodiously, what would be done,
though less quickly and commodiously, without it: and
like many other types of machinery. it only exerts a dis-
tinct and independent influence of its own when it gets out
of order.

Money indeed is a very useful thing for facilitating
commerce and other types of exchange and payment.
Money is an instrument which may be used for "good" or
for "evil" and it is foolish to blame the instrument for
what its owner does. John Stuart Mill summed it up
when he stated "(money I exerts a distinct and independ-
ent influence of its own when it gets out of order." It
gets out of order due to the manipulation of man.

All-Paper Money Show for Canada
The Canadian Paper Money Society has undertaken a

Precedent-setting venture in the history of the hobby with
its planned one-day convention devoted entirely to dis-
plays, bourse and auction of paper currency. It will take
place on Sept. 26, 1970, at the Ingersoll. and District
Memorial Centre Auditorium, Mutual St., Ingersoll,
Ontario. The general meeting, educational forum and
banquet featuring Maj. Sheldon S. Carroll, SPMC mem-
ber and curator of the Bank of Canada numismatic col-
lection, will be held at the Ingersoll Inn, King Street
West.

The competitive display categories, each of which rates
a trophy, are government issues; chartered banks; broken
banks; private checks, merchants' bons, scrip issues and
bank papers; and miscellaneous (any of the others mixed
together. also with bank tokens and medallions For in-
formation, contact Alan Macnab, 249 Hall St., Ingersoll,
Ontario.
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