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Philatelic Numismata

A Bank Note Detector Advertisement
By Forrest W. Daniel

Hewet & Co., New York, publishers of "Hewet's Fac-
Simile Bank-Note Detecter," used an unusual envelope
when they mailed advertising material to potential cus-
tomers. Normally a philatelic item, its relation to
numismatics will he recognized by collectors of state
bank notes. The probable enclosure is more nearly a
numismatic item, being an illustrated advertisement for
a bank note detector; and a Hewet detector, if one exists,
would be an invaluable addition to numismatic litera-
ture. Most paper money collectors are aware of an
area in which numismatics and philatelics overlap, but
the extent of the common area is not too widely realized
by collectors who specialize in one hobby to the ex-
clusion of the other.

Collecting covers (entire envelopes) is a specialty of
stamp collecting in. which the collector desires the en-
tire envelope rather than just the stamp. He knows from
whom and to whom the letter was sent and in many cases
the route. For a number of years in the middle of the
nineteenth century, firms were permitted to cover the
entire front of their business envelopes with intricate,
light-color designs carrying their advertisement. When
government stamped envelopes were used for this pur-
pose, an open space was left so the embossed stamp
would not be covered. Advertising covers are collected
along lines of interest to each collector—he may choose
the type of business advertised, city or state where they
were used, unusual cancellation, or even, perhaps, the
type of stamp.

Hewet & Co., 9 Nassau St., Duncan Sherman & Co's.
Building, New York, was one of the companies which
used a full-design advertising envelope. The gray
lithographed background permits scroll work and letter-
ing to expose the color of the paper. The left one-third
of the cover has a fancy scroll rosette containing the re-

turn address. The balance has the wording "HEWET'S
/ FAC-SIMILE / BANK-NOTE / DETECTER." against a
background of loops. The design is bordered by a white
line with fancy corners, and has an overall suggestion of
bank note engraving. Size of the cover is 3 5/16 by 7
inches, approximately bank note size. The cover was
mailed in New York on April 20; the year is indis-
tinguishable but most likely 1859; the stamp is a 3c 1857.

The enclosure in the envelope addressed to the Post-
master Of, Fair Haven, Conn., was very likely identical
to a four-page leaflet in the collection of the American
Numismatic Society, New York. The front page has
pictures of eight notes, there are a page and a half of
text and the balance is testimonials. It is curious, how-
ever, that the title "Hewet's Fac-Simile Bank-Note De-
teeter" appears nowhere in the advertisement.

The title page reads: "The Eureka Counterfeit De-
tecter. Prospectus of HEWET'S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
AMERICAN BANK-NOTE CURRENCY; An Infallible
Detecter of Fraudulent Money, By Photo-Lithographic
Fac-Similes in Miniature of Every Genuine Bank Note
in the United States and Canadas. To be Issued in
Weekly Numbers at Twenty-Five Cents Each." Notes
pictured are from New Jersey, Virginia, Minnesota, Ala-
bama and Pennsylvania.

Counterfeiting is defined in the leaflet as "the manu-
facture for fraudulent purposes of fac-similes of genuine
bank notes." It states that counterfeiting had never been
the source of very aggravated loss to the public since
the talent required to produce a fac-simile of a genuine
note could find more profitable employment in legitimate
engraving. The greater loss to the public was caused by
spurious and altered notes, "which circulate in a ratio of
at least several thousand dollars to one dollar of real
counterfeits."
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THE EUREKA COUNTERFEIT DETECTER.
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"These spurious and altered notes are generally the
issues of exploded and broken banks, which being origi-
nally executed by a regular bank-note engraving firm for
an originally solvent bank, of course compare in point of
workmanship, etc., with issues of solvent banks general-
ly. The circulation of the exploded banks is very fre-
quently obtained after failure by dishonest parties, who
at once make it their business to erase the title and loca-
tion of the broken bank, and either by pasting or re-
printing in the title of some bank in good credit, and
altering the location to correspond, succeed in foisting
these altered notes upon the public as good money, be-
cause the general character of the work has a genuine
appearance."

The raising of the value of a note by removing the
denomination counters and replacing them with others
of higher value either by printing or by pasting over
with very thin paper was a further cause of great loss.
Another stratagem of counterfeiters was to use a false
plate, or a genuine plate of a previously solvent bank,
until it was noticed and reported in the weekly lists of
counterfeit notes and then change the bank name and
location and continue its use.

The plan of Hewet's detector was to publish a minia-
ture fac-simile of every genuine note in circulation in the
United States and Canada. "There are no two notes
exactly alike—either the style of letter used in the title
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is different, the vignettes, portraits, or counters vary, or
the denomination, location, etc., are dissimilar." By
comparing a note with the reproduction in the book it
would be a simple matter to determine whether a note
had the correct design for the bank and denomination in-
dicated on the face. Use of illustrations of genuine notes
would provide greater security than could be afforded by
any written or schematic description of bank notes. The
detector was to be a guard against altered and spurious
notes rather than fraudulent reproductions of actual
notes which would have to be judged by other criteria.
Current bank note reporters and counterfeit detectors
which contained lists of known counterfeits and discount
rates of distant banks at various banking centers would
have been necessary to supplement the Hewet publica-
tion.

Each weekly issue of Hewet's detector was to contain
about 150 fac-similes approximately 2 3/4 by 1 1/8 inches
in size. The entire work comprised of about 75 num-
bers, about 11,000 fac-similes, was to be completed with-
in a year after the first issue was published. More
rapid production was contemplated near the project's
completion. Price of the weekly editions was to be 25
cents, with advance subscriptions available at $15.00.

Principals of Hewet & Co. were H. W. Hewet, William
Cousland and Fred E. Bliss, the latter two being cited as
"Late of Bald, Cousland & Co., Bank Note Engravers."
The prospectus is dated March 1, 1859.

Published recommendations for "Hewet's Encyclopedia
of American Bank-Note Currency" came from Chas.
Toppan of the American Bank Note Co., the bank de-
partments of the states of New York, Wisconsin and
Massachusetts, clearing houses in New York and Boston,
and banks.

Such an ambitious publishing project as proposed by
Hewet & Co. would have produced a volume which, what-
ever value it had at the time, would be of even greater
value to numismatists today. But was it ever produced?
William H. Dillistin's exhaustive research in the collec-
tions of the great libraries and historical societies failed
to find even mention of it. In his book "Bank Note Re-
porters and Counterfeit Detectors, 1826-1866," Dillistin
lists some publications known only from mention in
other periodicals and of which no copies are known; but
there is no mention of "Hewet's Fac-Simile Bank-Note
Detecter," "The Eureka Counterfeit Detecter," "Hewet's
Encyclopedia of American Bank-Note Currency," or He-
wet & Co.

Due to the short-lived value of information contained
in most counterfeit detectors few were preserved, so a
complete list of those publications may never be made,
but some copies of Hewet's publication surely would have
been preserved for the illustrations they contained. A
complete set of the "Encyclopedia" or even a single is-
sue would be a valued addition to the literature on paper
money. The stationery and prospectus promised a fine
publication, but was the promise fulfilled?

The Winner's Circle
This time we pay tribute to a member who does more

than his share to spread the "gospel" of paper money
collecting. The following letter was addressed to the
Editor by Sadie L. Robinson, Secretary of the Puget
Sound Numismatic Society of Bremerton, Washington:

"We would like to take this oportunity to publicly
thank Mr. James N. Gates of Shady Cove, Oregon, for
showing his collection of paper money non-competitively
at our coin show on May 16-18, 1969.

"The collection consisted of a complete type set (by
Friedberg design numbers) $1 through $10 of the Legal
Tenders, Silver Certificates and Coin Notes, and Gold
Certificates from $10 to $500 including the scarce 1905
red seal $20 in uncirculated condition.

"Particularly outstanding was the National Bank Note
collection starting with the original series and including
all types, $1 through $10, plus one note from each of the
original 48 states, the Districts of Alaska and Columbia
and the Territory of Hawaii. Other territorial notes
were included along with what Mr. Gates described as, 'in
my opinion the rarest type of the series,' a black charter
number note from the Territory of Colorado.

"Included in the exhibit were some uncut sheets and
a large number of duplicates so that the front and back
could be shown, the Educational Series, 1890 Coin Notes
and the California Gold Bank notes, to name a few.

"Without Mr. James N. Gates and his collection our
first coin show would have been nothing. We are all
looking forward to our next show."

The Society was well represented at the 1969 ANA
convention and exhibition, with the top winners in Class
Two, U. S. Paper Money, and Class Five, U. S. Obsolete
Paper Money, going to members. William A. Stumpp
took first place in Class Two with a five-case display of
errors. John H. Morris, Jr. received the second award
for five cases of uncut sheets. Third place went to John
0. Baas for another display of uncut sheets of the Na-
tional Currency series of 1929. Other SPMC members
exhibiting in Class Two were George Wait, Henry
Gogolin and David A. Hakes.

Robert M. Hawes received the top award in Class
Five with his five cases of colonial currency, including
uncut sheets. Dr. George Fuld captured second place
with a five-case history of counterfeit detectors, includ-
ing the first known book on the subject published in 1809.
Richard T. Hoober also showed in this class.

Bad Luck Bird on New Zealand Note

The new one-dollar note of New Zealand has on its
reverse a delicate multi-colored engraving of a fantail
bird. The native Maoris have protested that a solitary
fantail bird is an omen of bad luck. Moreover, they
say, the word "dollar" in their language means some-
thing unprintable in English.
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