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Paper Money 	 WHOLE NO. 31

A Minor Variety in Silver Certificates
The Shifted Face Plate Number

By Roland S. Carrothers

CLOSE

OPEN

CLOSE II

The year of the Great Redemption of Silver Certifi-
cates, starting June 24, 1967, and ending June 24, 1968,
offered a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for collectors of
paper money. Not only did it expose unusual quantities
of this interesting class of currency to public scrutiny,
but it also coaxed from hiding many of the lesser-known
varieties which had long been out of circulation. And,
too, much of this currency, enticed from the limbo of
forgotten memorabilia by the lure of capital gain, had
never been exposed to the vagaries of the public through
normal circulation and so was in a condition most
eagerly sought by collectors. Another plus on the side
of the collector is the fact that the destruction of millions
of pieces of this class of currency lessened the total
quantity available to all collectors, making enhancement
of value a distinct probability.

It was in this now historic period which became a
veritable melee in its latter days that the writer became
embroiled in the collection of Silver Certificates. The
quantities of notes received each day offered little op-
portunity to do more than search for rare and unknown

notes, experimentals, mules, change-over pairs, wide
backs, narrow backs, no mottoes, mottoes, etc. There
were, however, brief respites in the exciting pace, which
made it possible to look for new varieties and to do re-
search into the lesser-known minor varieties.

It was during these lulls that it was possible to exploit,
among others, the minor variety in the one dollar de-
nomination described below. No credit is taken for the
discovery of this phenomenon, for it is so obvious that
others certainly must have discovered it before. It is a
shift in the position of the obverse or face plate control
number, which has been observed in all the 1935 sub-
series after Series 1935C. Beginning with Series 1935A
and extending through Series 1935B. 1935C and almost
through Series 1935D, the face plate number had been
couched only in a position low in the lower right-hand
corner of each note, about four millimeters above the
tiny scroll at the top of the engraving surrounding the
figure "1," and about the same distance to the left of the
vertically engraved line on the right-hand side of the
note.
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In the shifted position, which has been observed as
early as block G-G in Series 1935D, the face plate number
is slightly higher above the scroll and has been moved
toward the left, making the distance from the engraved
line on the right side of the note about twice the former
distance. This distance from the right engraving varies
within each group, but it is very easy to classify most
of the numbers into three distinct groups: the Close, or
original. type; the Open, or shifted, type; and the Close
II type, which represents the return to the close position
after the open position had been discontinued.

The entire number, including the control letter and
the four digit plate number of the Shifted type appears,
in most cases, to be slightly longer than the Close type,
thus giving it a less congested appearance. However,
there are some exceptions to the length of the number
and its distance from the margin which, in a very few
cases, make proper classification difficult.

The two basic types have been observed in notes of
the following series and block letters:

SERIES 1935D (NARROW BACK)
Close—Blocks H-G, I-G, J-G, K-G, L-G, M-G
Open—Blocks G-G, I-G, N-G, *-D

SERIES 1935E
Close—Blocks N-G, W-G, A-H, E-H, H-H, K-H to

P-I (inclusive), "-D
Open 	 Blocks 	 All

SERIES 1935F
Close—Blocks—All
Open—Blocks 	 All, except B71—J

SERIES 1935G (No MOTTO) , SERIES 1935G (WITH
MOTTO) AND SERIES 193511

Close—Blocks—All
Open 	 Blocks—All

So far, it appears that the Open type had its beginning
with the advent of the 18-subject plate with which blocks
G-G, N-G and "-D of Series 1935D (narrow back) were
the first to be printed. If this is true, then blocks H-G,
J-G, L-G and M-G could also exist with Open type face
numbers, especially since block I-G has already been
observed.

While the above tabulation sets forth the known blocks,
it does at the same time indicate that there may have
been a period between the apparent end of the Close type
and the start of the Close II type in the first part of
Series 1935E, when only the Open type may have been
in use. This period will require more work to determine
if the apparent gap really exists or if, in fact, the con-
tinuity of the Close type is unbroken.

Before this question can be answered, it must be
determined if the following blocks, now known only in
the Open type, exist also in the Close type: Blocks G-G,
N-G and *-D of Series 1935D (narrow back) and
blocks P-G, Q-G, R-G, S-G, T-G, U-G, V-G, X-G,
Y-G, Z-G, B-H, C-H, D-H, F-H, G-H, I-G, J-H and *-D
in Series 1935E. Since blocks W-G, A-H, E-H and H-H
in this period have already been observed, it is possible
that some, if not all, of the others may be found.

While space here does not permit listing all the plate
numbers observed in this study as to their proper classi-
fication, they can be generalized as follows:

Close Type	 Open Type

	(27) 5959 to 7042	 7089

	

(19) 7124 to 7432	 7090
7495	 7118
7548	 7490

Close II Type

7575	 (13) 7498 to 7545
(6) 7549 to 7563

(110) 7577 to 7930
(30) 7937 to 8041 7934
(6) 8048 to 8064 8043

8075 8044
8079 8066
8080 (5) 8069 to 8074
8086 8077
8093 8081
8094 (3) 8088 to 8092
8097 $096
8098 8100
8101 8103
8113 8115
8114 8120
8121 8124
8128 (11) 8130 to 8159

(7) 8160 to 8174 (15) 8177 to 8211
8213 (46) 8214 to 8325
8326 (126) 8327 to 8648

Note: The figures above in parentheses before the range of
face plate numbers indicate how many plate numbers were
observed in that range.

A study of the above observed numbers makes it pos-
sible to draw the following very general conclusions:

Numbers 7042 and before are Close type
Numbers between 7043 and 7576 are mixed, Close

type and Open type
Numbers between 7577 and 7930 are Open type
Numbers between 7931 and 8326 are mixed, Open

type and Close II type
Numbers between 8327 and 8648 are Close II type

Collection of this minor variety offers a very interest-
ing field for those looking for a series of notes that is not
too expensive and which, at the same time, is not too
hard to find. Also the information given here may be
of help to the collector who is attempting to assemble a
complete collection of Silver Certificates.

Any information which will add to the knowledge of
this variety will be very welcome. Also anyone desiring
clarification or further details on the above is invited to
contact the writer at 46 Harbord Court, Oakland,
California 94618.

QUESTION: Has United States Fractional Currency
been counterfeited?

ANSWER: "It did not take long for counterfeits of
Fractional Currency to appear. The First Issue was
counterfeited quickly and rather successfully . . . Before
the use of membrane and other special papers it was
reported that about three hundred and fifty dollars of
counterfeit Fractional Currency was uncovered daily."
—Matt Rothert in A Guide Book of United States Frac-
tional Currency, 1963
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