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JOHN ADAMS

(1735-1826)

2nd President of the United States (1797-1801)

Adams guided the young United States through some
of its most serious troubles. He served under George
Washington as the first Vice-President, and followed him
as the second President. The government moved from
Philadelphia to Washington, D. C., during his adminis-
tration, and he became the first President to live in the
White House. He was the only Chief Executive whose
son also served as President.

He played a leading role in the adoption of the Decla-
ration of Independence and was a signer of the historic
document. He had spoken out boldly for separation
from Great Britain at a time when most colonial leaders
still hoped to settle their differences with the British.
As President, Adams fought a split in his own party
over his determination to avoid war with France. He
kept the peace, but in the process he lost a second term
as President.

THOMAS JEFFERSON

(1743-1826)

3rd President of the United States (1801-1809)

Statesman, Secretary of State, President

Jefferson took a leading part in the Continental Con-
gress. During the spring of 1776, sentiment rapidly
grew in favor of independence. On July 7, Richard Henry
Lee of Virginia introduced his famous resolution that
"these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be,
free and independent States." Congress appointed a
committee to draw up a declaration of independence.
On the committee were Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, Roger Sherman, and Robert Livingston. The
committee unanimously asked Jefferson to prepare the
draft and approved it with few changes. Congress be-
gan debating the declaration on June 28, and adopted
it on July 4. The Declaration of Independence remains
Jefferson's best known work.

Washington appointed Jefferson Secretary of State in
1789. Sharp differences of opinion soon arose between
Jefferson and Secretary of the Treasury Alexander
Hamilton. Although of humble origin, Hamilton dis-
trusted the common people. He believed that the country
would be best governed by an aristocracy of the rich and
well-born. Jefferson, with his faith in the people, dis-
agreed. Jefferson developed his "strict constitution"
theory, which held that the government should assume

only the powers expressly given it by the Constitution.
Hamilton replied with his "loose" interpretation of the
Constitution, declaring that the government could assume
all powers not expressly denied it.

Their conflicting points of view led to the development
of the first political parties. The Federalists adopted
Hamilton's principles, and Jefferson became the spokes-
man for the Democratic-Republicans.

The Louisiana Purchase (April 30, 1803) ranks as
one of Jefferson's greatest achievements as President.
For about $15,000,000 the government gained control
of the Mississippi River and doubled the size of the
United States.

ANDREW JACKSON

(1767-1845)

7th President of the United States (1829-1837)

Jackson won fame as an Indian fighter and as a gen-
eral in the War of 1812. He was nicknamed "Old
Hickory" because of his toughness.

He was one of the founders of the Democratic party.
He won election as President because of the growing
political power of new states on the frontier. He believed
that the President should use his constitutional powers
to the fullest limit. Jackson vetoed more bills than all
the Presidents before him together. He stood ready to
argue with Congress or the Supreme Court in the name
of all the people. His slogan was: "Let the people rule."

Jackson's fight against the Bank of the United States
became the major issue of his first administration. In
1816, Congress had granted the bank a 20-year charter.
The bank, although privately owned and managed, had
authority over the currency system of the United States.
Jackson disliked the bank for economic as well as po-
litical reasons. He thought the law that had created
the bank was unconstitutional. In the summer of 1832,
promptly vetoed the bill. On July 13, 1832, Congress
Congress passed a bill rechartering the bank. Jackson
upheld the veto.

The 20-year period after Jackson became President is
often called the Age of Jackson. It has been described
as the years of "the rise of the common man."
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