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PART I—THE PORTRAIT

(Photo courtesy Smithsonian Office of Anthropology)

Figure 1. Unretouched print of Alexander Gardner's negative showing the lettering Oncpapa, which
was misinterpreted Onepapa.
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If ever there was an Indian named Onepapa (o-NEE-
pa-pah), he was never pictured on United States cur-
rency. The portrait on the $5.00 Silver Certificate
Series 1899 is without question Ta-to'-ka-in'-yanka, or
Running Antelope, a chief of the Hunkpapa Dakota.
Running Antelope was born in Dakota in 1821, was en-
rolled in 1868 at Grand River Agency, later part of
Standing Rock reservation in North and South Dakota,
and died there between June 30, 1896, and June 30, 1897.

He was well known during his lifetime and is well, but
obscurely, documented; but much of what has been
written about him in numismatic publications must be
discounted.

The name Onepapa is not a personal name but a mis-
spelling of Oncpapa (put a crossbar in the c—it becomes
an e), one of nearly thirty spellings of the name of
Running Antelope's band of Sioux used in the past
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Figure 2. Progress proof of Die No. 5102 showing the subscription Onepapa, which delayed true
recognition for Running Antelope.

century. The accepted spelling now is Hunkpapa. En-
graver George Frederick Cumming Smillie engraved the
name Onepapa below the portrait vignette on the die;
he found identification lettering "Oncpapa 2" on the
photograph (Figure 1) which was used as the model for
the portrait and made the error on the die, as shown
on the die proof. (Figure 2)

The photograph used was taken by Alexander Gardner
in Washington, D. C., in September, 1872, when Running
Antelope was there at the invitation of the President.
Two photographs were taken, full face and profile, show-
ing him wearing three feathers in his hair, fur braid
wraps. and dentalium earrings, and holding an eagle
wing fan and a peace pipe. The pictures were intended
for the permanent record of the Bureau of Ethnology to
show the physical characteristics and accouterments of
the various Indian tribes.

When the photograph was chosen as the model for the
central vignette of the note, it was decided the feathers
were too tall to make a symmetrical portrait, so a war
bonnet was borrowed from the National Museum, posed
on an employee of the Bureau of Engraving and Print-
ing, and superimposed upon the portrait of Running
Antelope. The story that he refused to pose in the bonnet
cited in United States Paper Currency, Old Series by
Frank A. Limpert cannot be credited. The photograph
was made for the ethnological records of the aboriginal
people of America in 1872, the subject died in 1896 or
1897, and the portrait was neither chosen for the note
nor the headdress added until 1899.

Smillie began work on the portrait on November 28,
1899, and the die. No. 5102. was completed on January
7, 1900. The portrait was combined with other engrav-
ings to complete the design, and the new bills were de-



i	 A v/ Lftliat:411321111 	 ,
THIS CZ ITES TRW THERE MOE BEES	 MY!) tiliAllik►al117617111it

PAGE 6
	 Paper Money 	 WHOLE NO. 29

Figure 3. Notes of this type have eleven signature combinations and other minor
varieties.

scribed in a news release the middle of May. The $5.00
Silver Certificates bearing the portrait of Running Ante-
lope (Figure 3) were printed and delivered during fiscal
years 1900 through 1926.

A degraded, mirror image of the portrait of Running
Antelope with a background of stars appears on the 5
BUCKS promotional note of Miller Brothers 101 Ranch,
Ponca City, Oklahoma. (Figure 4) Notes of 5, 10
and 50 BUCKS were ordered from the Western Bank
Supply Company, Oklahoma City, for the reopening of
the Fall Roundup and Rodeo in 1924. Because the
"bogus blanks," as they were called by Joe Miller, so
closely resembled actual money, a ruling was requested
on their legality. The Department of Justice required
that the words "NO CASH VALUE" appear on the
lithographed bills; there was no further objection when
that wording was printed in red. Some of the 5 BUCKS
bills were later overprinted with a large red "20" creat-
ing another variety.

PART II—BIOGRAPHY

When Running Antelope was born near the Grand
River, presently South Dakota, in 1821, few white men
were in the area. Consequently he grew up in the old
traditions of his people, the Teton or western Sioux. He
learned to ride and hunt, and later went on horse-stealing
expeditions and war parties and joined the secret socie-
ties. By the time he reached manhood things had
changed, the whites were more numerous, and the Indians
were forced to adapt to the new conditions. Many Sioux
took up arms and became strong in warfare; the Hunk-
papas, one of the smaller bands of the Tetons, became
one of the strongest. Running Antelope, however, was
one of the first Hunkpapas to reject the warpath and
become a friend of the whites.

Factual material begins on October 16, 1867, when
he met Colonel Philippe Regis de Trobriand at Fort
Stevenson, Dakota Territory. Quoted in de Trobriand's
journal (Military Life in Dakota, translated by Lucile
M. Kane) Running Antelope said, in part: ". . . Since
the days when we first allied ourselves with the whites
I have been faithful to them at all times and all places.
The skin of my body is red but my flesh is white, since
for many years I have eaten the bread of the whites. I

have received my food from them and I have accustomed
myself to live as they do. . . . Since the day when White
Beard (General Harney), after having taken me with
him high and low through the country, said to me, 'Go
among the redskins, and carry to them my words or go
among the soldiers and carry to them my writings.' To
the bluecoats I have faithfully carried the writings. To
the redskins I have spoken as my father ordered. . . . 7/

De Trobriand then adds the misinformation, quoted
by Limpert, that in his earlier days Running Antelope
had been a party to a stage coach robbery, pursued by
the army, sentenced to death for murder, and had re-
ceived a presidential pardon to return to his people.
It's a neat story but not provable. It was Spotted Tail,
a Brule Sioux, not Running Antelope, who was pursued
and captured by Harney and later pardoned. Running
Antelope told de Trobriand that he had been a messenger
for Harney, and confirmation is found in "Ninety-Six
Years Among the Indians of the Northwest" by Philip
E. Wells (North Dakota History, Vol. 15, 1948). Wells
says, "Between him (Running Antelope) and me was a
sworn friendship of many years' standing. It had grown
out of Running Antelope's association with my brother
Alfred when the former was a scout and the latter an
interpreter for General W. S. Harney during the cam-
paign against Spotted Tail."

A great council with the Sioux was called at Fort
Laramie and Fort Rice in 1868, and the government
wanted especially to invite Sitting Bull and his followers
to the council. It was an extremely dangerous assign-
ment, and the only white man deemed capable of sur-
viving a meeting with Sitting Bull was the aged mission-
ary priest, Father Pierre Jean DeSmet. His escort was
made up of 86 Sioux, including Running Antelope, with
Charles Galpin as interpreter. The day-long council be-
tween DeSmet and the hostile chiefs closed with a speech
by Running Antelope, who addressed his fellow Hunk-
papas with assurances that the white men appreciated
their courtesy to Father DeSmet and for listening to his
words and that their own words would be carried faith-
fully to the whites.

Sitting Bull did not attend the council with the peace
commission but sent a representative. Running Antelope
signed the Treaty of 1868 at Fort Rice; the peace medal
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he wears in his portrait was most likely received at that
time for it has the portrait of President Andrew Johnson.
Grand River Agency was formed following the treaty
and Running Antelope was enrolled immediately.

In August, 1872, he was called to Fort Peck for a
council with the Assistant Secretary of the Interior and
other chiefs of the Teton Sioux. Following that meet-
ing he was with the group which went to Washington,
D. C., to meet the President. Other cities visited were
St. Louis, New York and Cincinnati. He was photo-
graphed by Alexander Gardner and received a certificate
of appointment as Head Chief of the Hunkpapa Band
of Sioux. Running Antelope's invitation to Washington
and the certificate of his appointment as head chief are
among his personal letters and documents located and
examined.

Dr. W. J. Hoffman, an army surgeon gathering in-
formation for the Smithsonian Institution, visited Grand
River in 1873; and for him Running Antelope painted
an autobiography in eleven pictographs. The drawings
depict his battles with the Arikara between 1853 and
1865. (Figure 5)

The Treaty of 1868 provided reservations for the Sioux
but enrollment was not mandatory and many chose to
remain away from them. When gold was discovered
on Indian land in the Black Hills, the whites invaded the
reservation and all the Sioux were required to establish
permanent residence and cede the Black Hills. Running
Antelope protested the action but signed the treaty ceding
the Black Hills. After Custer's force was wiped out at
the Little Big Horn, the policy of the government toward
the Sioux became more rigid. The Indians, both peace-
ful and otherwise, were disarmed and dismounted; with-
out guns and horses they were unable to supplement their
food supply with small game as they had before. Dis-
content with the Indian agent became more open; Run-
ning Antelope protested by letter to the government;
his letters were dictated to Colonel Wm. P. Carlin, com-
mander of Fort Yates, which adjoined Standing Rock
Agency headquarters.

Opposition to Indian Agent, W. T. Hughes, became so
great that on July 14, 1878, a group of Indians invaded
the agency, grappled with Hughes and proposed to throw
him off the reservation. Col. Carlin heard the commotion
and rushed to see what had happened; he was able to
stop the mob before Hughes was thrown into the river.
Ringleader of the group was Goose, an army scout and
friend of Running Antelope, but Antelope was the spokes-
man. He said that when he was in Washington the
Great Father had told him that if the agents were bad
they would be replaced, and if they weren't this was the
course to be pursued with bad agents. Agent Hughes
was replaced shortly.

Running Antelope's animosity toward the agents was
part of the dissention between the army and the Office
of Indian Affairs over jurisdiction at Indian agencies.
He had served the army for many years and was highly
partisan. Whenever difficulty with an agent arose he
cited his trip to Washington and said the President him-
self had given him authority to act as he did. Though
deposed as chief by Hughes, and later by Agent Stephan,

he was always a power when the next big argument
came up.

The two-year tenure of Agent J. A. Stephan at Stand-
ing Rock was plagued with scandal, recrimination and
investigation. While attention was diverted from the
Indians, Goose and Running Antelope decided to hold
a sun dance and asked permission from Col. Carlin and
Agent Stephan. Both said no—but not absolutely—so
the dance began on June 29, 1880. The sun dance, which
in its higher degrees includes physical mutilation, lasted
six days with 24 men and five women taking part. The
cutting degree was not to be a part of the dance, so both
the army and the agent took no official notice of the
incident until Sunday, July 4. Some cutting began the
night before, and word came Sunday morning that a
holiday excursion boat from Bismarck was bringing the
curious to see the "barbarities." Stephan called an
immediate halt to the dance and the Indians complied.

The day was not yet over before Carlin and Stephan
were writing letters, each accusing the other of instigat-
ing, encouraging and prolonging the dance. Both re-
ceived affidavits from witnesses; some witnesses gave
statements for both sides. Running Antelope said that
the Great Father disapproved the dance, so when the
agent asked them to stop they did as he asked without
any argument since they were all tired anyway.

Late in 1880, the followers of Sitting Bull began to
return from exile in Canada and in the spring of 1881,
Running Antelope was enlisted as a scout in the army
to go to Fort Buford to escort Gall and his followers to
Standing Rock. He also met a representative of Sitting
Bull and asked him to relay the invitation to his chief.
Sitting Bull surrendered later; on his arrival at Stand-
ing Rock the only Indian permitted to speak to him was
Running Antelope.

Sitting Bull's return to Standing Rock coincided with
the arrival of a new agent, Major James McLaughlin.
McLaughlin had a deep-seated hatred of Sitting Bull but
their confrontation was delayed by a two-year imprison-
ment of Sitting Bull at Fort Randall and his later tours
with Buffalo Bill Cody's wild west show. When he was
finally settled at Standing Rock, his village was near the
Grand River. a few miles west of Running Antelope's
village.

Running Antelope's relations with McLaughlin are
obscure. Indians mentioned favorably by McLaughlin in
his book My Friend the Indian are the same who were
partisans of previous agents; he stoutly decries all who
were friendly to Sitting Bull. There most likely was little
to change Antelope's attitude toward agents in general.

He was, however, chosen to lead the last great Sioux
buffalo hunt in June, 1882. A large herd was sighted
about a hundred miles west of Fort Yates, and a hunting
party of 2,000 men, women and children left the fort
on June 10. The party made camp near the herd, and
Running Antelope conducted the hunt ceremonial. The
Indians formed a crescent with Running Antelope at the
tip; a painted stone ten inches high served as an altar.
The eight young men of good moral character chosen
as scouts gathered before the altar and were told of the
importance of their mission and that the success of the
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Figure 4. Similarity of the floral design on this note to that on the Silver Certificate
confirms use of the government note as its model.

(Photo courtesy Smithsonian Office of Anthropology)

Figure 5. Pictograph No. 1. Killed two Arikara Indians in one day in 1853;
one killed with a lance, the other with a gun. Running Antelope's signature

appears below the horse on all the pictographs.

hunt depended on their skill and truthful reporting of
the size and location of the herd. The oath was ad-
ministered by offering the pipe first to the earth, then
to the sky; each scout in turn took a puff of smoke with
the pipe bowl resting on the altar.

The next morning the herd numbering approximately
50,000 buffalo was sighted and the hunt was on. About
2,000 were killed the first day, and the camp moved up
to the scene of the hunt and the butchering began. Be-
cause of the season the hides were worthless for robes,

so only a few were saved for leather. The next day
another 3,000 were killed, and the camp settled in near
a creek to jerk the meat and prepare pemmican. As
usual when meat was plentiful, the labors of the Indian
camp were lightened by feasting.

A Congregational missionary school was built near
the Grand River in the 1880s, and the Rev. Mary Collins
became a confidant of both Running Antelope and Sit-
ting Bull, between whose villages the school was located.
Both encouraged her to teach the young people to read
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and write, but she stoutly refused their demands that
she permit her students to learn the traditions and dances
of the Sioux. Miss Collins associated Running Antelope
with reactionary forces tending to impede the progress
of the Indians; she arrived late and failed to recognize
the great influence he had wielded in helping the govern-
ment establish peace with the Sioux. He, in turn, was
growing old and with all the Indians on the reservation
his influence was not needed and his prestige fell.

A letter from Bishop Martin Marty of South Dakota
on July 6, 1892, says, "He is now old and feeble in mind
and body and merits kind treatment from all, that take
a kindly interest in our aborigines, that he may close
his days in peace." Running Antelope is last mentioned
in the annual census of June 30, 1896. He is not men-
tioned in the census the following year so it is assumed
he died during that year.

Running Antelope was the greatest Sioux orator in
addition to being a skilled negotiator and diplomat. True.
he brought the Indians to council as a government agent,
but he and the hostile chiefs made the treaty provisions
so costly the government could not live up to the terms.
Agent Stephan called him a "politician Indian" and at
the Dawes Senate Committee Investigation in 1882 he
was said to be "all soft soap and smoothness."

A federal commission went to Standing Rock in 1888
to sign a treaty opening certain Sioux lands to settle-
ment. Doane Robinson in "Tales of the Dakota" (South
Dakota Historical Collections, 19281 states that after
hearing the terms Running Antelope replied, in effect,
"Many years ago the great father wanted a piece of our
land and he called his children to the Minnesota river;
he had there a very pretty calf which he proposed to
exchange for the Indian lands. We loved the calf very
much and we gave up our lands but we did not get the
calf. When the great father wanted more of our land
he called us down to Yankton. The calf had grown up
to he a very fine heifer and he offered to exchange the
heifer for the lands he wanted: we agreed and the great
father got the land, but we did not get the heifer. Then
came a time when he wanted more of our land and he
called us to Laramie; the heifer was now a splendid
cow; she had fine horns, and soft eyes; her sides were
round and fat and she gave much milk. We loved her
very much and when the great father offered the great
cow for our land we again agreed, but the great father
got the land, and we did not get the cow. Now you have
driven the old critter over here, and her tail is frozen
off, her horns are broken and she is dried up and gives
no milk and we think we do not care to trade." The
Indians were adamant and after 32 days the council
broke up, a total failure.

NOTE: Relevant material was found in more than
sixty books and articles and microfilm of official corre-
spondence. Six photographic portraits have been found
in addition to photographs of his original autobiography
and a redrawn version published in 1883. Running
Antelope's personal papers are in historical society manu-
script collections and a small community museum. So
much interest has developed in Running Antelope in the
past year that this brief summary of the material on
his real life seems called for in spite of being unfinished.

Looking at Literature
George Smith's Money, by Alice E. Smith. The State
Historical Society of Wisconsin, 816 State Street, Madi-
son, Wis., 1966. Board covers, 208 pages plus 8 plates.
$4.50.

This is a book which needed to be written, which
should have been written half a century sooner, and
which should bring the author far more commendation
than she'll be apt to get. There are many, many who
would enjoy and benefit from reading it but, like a
diamond in a dune, who's to know of its presence?

Alice Smith has two things in common with the subject
of her extensive research: the same surname, which does
not indicate any relationship, and her ancestors, who
were of his native Aberdonian Highlands of Scotland.
And both spent at least part of their days in the general
area of southwestern Lake Michigan. But the canny
Scot ventured to that area when there were merely
frontier settlements between the waters of the Lake and
the prairies of the Midwest; Chicago was just a boom
town when George Smith arrived in 1834.

He came for one purpose only: to make money for
himself and for his neighbors who had entrusted him
with modest sums of money. He invested, cautiously,
in real estate and made money. But he soon became
convinced that, to make the kind of money he had in
mind, more capital was necessary. So, in mid-1836.
he returned to Aberdeenshire where he formed "The
Illinois Investment Company" and, less than a year after
his arrival, returned to Chicago.

Times were not good and the path was not smooth
but George Smith made money and expanded his enter-
prises, slowly at first. One thing was lacking: there were
no banks in the area simply because the legislatures of
Illinois and Wisconsin were barred by law from grant-
ing any bank charters. But George Smith saw the need
and found a way. He secured a charter for the Wiscon-
sin Marine and Fire Insurance Company with its office
in Milwaukee and promptly started issuing "certificates
of deposit" in $1, $2 and $3 amounts, payable to the
bearer on demand in Milwaukee or by George Smith and
Company at its Chicago office. Illegal? No. Quasi-
legal? Yes. But most important, George Smith had
hard money with which to redeem every "certificate" that
was ever presented.

Exact statistics are lacking, as is most exact informa-
tion about most of George Smith's activities. But the
popularity and growth in circulation of "George Smith's
money," in approximate amounts as follows, is a good
indicator of his success as a banker and business man:
1841, $30,000; 1843, $100,000; 1845, $250,000; 1849,
$1,000,000; and, at about the peak at the end of 1851,
$1,470,000.

The enactment of "free" banking acts in Illinois (late
1851) and Wisconsin (1852) made changes necessary
in George Smith's widespread operations but did not
make them materially less lucrative. Not yet 50 years
of age, "Chicago Smith" was a multimillionaire (no one

(Continued on Page 16)
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