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Red Sticks
By Harry G. Wigington
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The Creek Indians settled and prospered in the area
of Georgia and Alabama and had a population of about
30,000 by the late 18th century. They were tall, usually
several inches over European men. The women were
usually beautiful, having sharp and defined features;
this beauty caused many of the white settlers to marry
Creek women. While France still held Louisiana, a
Captain Marquard, commanding Ft. Toulouse (near
present Montgomery, Alabama) married, under Indian
custom, a Creek girl of the Wind Clan. A daughter,
named Sehoy, was born to this couple. When Sehoy
was still a child, Marquard was killed in a mutiny. She
was raised by her mother, and her beauty as a woman
became well known.

In succession she was consort to a minor chief, to a
Colonel Tait of the British Army, and finally to a Lachlan
McGillivray, a Scottish trader. By Tait she had a

daughter, who later married a Charles Weatherford,
another Scotsman. Of their children, William Weather-
ford became known to whites as well as Indians. To
the Creeks he was called Lamochattee, meaning Red
Eagle.

By his lineage, Weatherford was one-half Scottish, one-
quarter English, one-eighth French, and only one-eighth
Indian. Yet, he was a Creek of Creeks, a thorough
member of the tribe, hating whites and taking his Indian
name. The Wind Clan supplied by the descent on the
female side chiefs to the Creek Tribes. Through his
mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, he was
entitled to the rank of a chief.

In 1811, Tecumseh paid a visit to the Creek Tribes.
Red Eagle was impressed by this great chief, and even
after the failure of the Indian Confederation, he was
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a leading spirit in urging war against the white settlers.
The British were anxious to give aid to the Indians and
stir up unrest with the American settlers and normally
peaceful tribes.

But the Creeks were divided in half. One half of the
nation wanted peace; the other half wanted war. A
group of warring young Creeks murdered several settlers;
quickly a group of peaceful Creeks, led by a minor chief,
Big Warrior, hunted down and killed the guilty braves.
This widened the division in the various clans. The
Creek tribesmen who wanted war erected poles, painted
red, in their public squares, along the roads they
traveled, and in area where they lived. By so doing,
they became known as RED STICKS to distinguish them
from peaceful Creeks.

Red Eagle led the Red Sticks, and the first skirmish
was at Burnt Creek. The settlers lost the first battle,
the Creek War was begun, and was to last for two years
(1813-1814). Andrew Jackson finally defeated the Red
Sticks and ordered that Red Eagle be brought in chains.
Red Eagle, realizing his defeat, walked into Jackson's
camp and announced that he was Bill Weatherford.
Through Weatherford's efforts, the tribes were gathered
and the Creeks returned to a peaceful life.

It is fitting that the City of Baton Rouge should use
the RED STICK vignette on a $1.00 City Bond issue of
1866. The note pictured shows an example of this issue,
with the vignette of RED STICK. It is easy to under-
stand why the city fathers chose this vignette for this
issuance, since Baton Rouge is French for Red Stick.

The vignette, if seen in color, would show the stick
and feathers in red, with the rest of the engraving in
black. Also, this is a clear example of how our ancestors
of 102 years ago used scenes of historical and topical
meaning to depict on their currency.

Looking at Literature
(Continued from Page 9)

knew how much he was worth, and he said only "I have
too much money") growing weary of the complex game.
Sometime in 1856, so the story goes, he said abruptly to
the cashier of his Chicago Bank of America, "This mak-
ing of money grows tiresome. I shall quit."

After consolidating, liquidating and contracting his
businesses, he "quit." But to George Smith quitting
meant turning his affairs over to agents and trusted
associates; he could not stop making money, for that
was his whole life. He had no family, no social life and
few if any friends outside the business world. This was
the era of the railroad boom, and the shrewd Scot put
much of his capital in roads building westward from
the Chicago and Milwaukee areas. But his money did
the work; George Smith spent the remainder of his 91-
year life at an exclusive club in London. In a day when
taxes were less conscriptive than now, his estate swelled
the exchequer of England by four million dollars and
that of New York State by about half that amount.

Was "Chicago Smith" a greedy mercenary or a bene-
factor? He was both. He often drove a hard bargain,
yet he was honest and his word was as good as gold in
a time and place where gold was a scarce commodity.
A case in point was the reaper business of Cyrus H.
McCormick, which was moved to Chicago in 1847.
"George Smith's money" figured signally in the develop-
ment of this enterprise which contributed so much to
the expansion of the Midwest. Shortly after he left
Chicago a money panic struck, prompting a prominent
newspaper to editorialize: "Were he (George Smith) here
today, he could do more to restore confidence in the
community than any other man."

The story of George Smith and his money, as related
by Alice E. Smith now, is involved but engaging. In
spite of extensive and exhaustive research, including a
trip to England and Scotland, there are gaps which can
be filled only by speculative reasoning, but the author
does not let her fancy or exuberance carry her away.
And seldom is a book found with so many reference
footnotes. This is far more than the story of an unusual
man and his profit-making pursuits in a relatively small
segment of the country; rather it is a vital chapter in the
development of a mighty nation through free enterprise.

GLENN SMEDLEY.

The Obsolete Paper Money of Virginia, by Charles J.
Affleck.

Charlie Affleck finally did it. For years we knew he
had been collecting data on Virginia notes and we looked
forward to seeing it in print. Now Volume 1, covering
Virginia Treasury Notes, County, City and Town emis-
sions and Private and Business Scrip has been published
by the Virginia Numismatic Association. Volume 2,
now being prepared, will encompass the Obsolete Bank
Notes of Virginia.

This book comprises 237 pages with almost 500 full-
size illustrations. Generally only one denomination of
each issue is shown, but in some instances there are
pictures of two or more denominations or even of the
same denomination in order to provide complete photo-
graphic coverage by types.

Because of the liberality of illustrations, Mr. Affleck
has eliminated the need for extensive descriptions. In
most instances he merely indicates "As illustrated" or
"similar to illustration", but if there is a special paper
coloring or other feature, it is so described. Informa-
tion of a geographic, historical or human interest nature
is inserted in appropriate places. The business and
exact street location of some of the issuers of scrip notes
are of added interest.

The book includes a rarity-price table and the rarity
of each note is indicated. This price-rarity information
and the lack of numbers are probably the only contro-
versial features of the book. For the sake of consistency
in the obsolete paper money field, Mr. Affleck has used
the table of rarities (1-7) developed by the Society of
Paper Money Collectors, but he has gone out on a limb
and indicated rarity 8 (unique) for a few notes. All
of us realize the danger of such classification, but un-
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