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A Board Break Error
By Harry M. Coleman

Although there may be other examples in private col-
lections, none has been disclosed before or since a St.
Louis hotel cashier, with a long memory and an inclina-
tion to look back, found what apparently is a new type
of printing error in U. S. paper money.

The error appears on the reverse of 20 consecutive $1
St. Louis Federal Reserve Notes, 1963 series. It con-
sists of a jagged, peg-like streak extending approxi-
mately 1-1/16 inches at the base of the upper right nu-

meral "1". Several irregular white blotches also appear
across the right wing of the eagle in the seal.

This type of error is usually caused either by a defect
in the paper, or by an obstruction between the paper and
the printing plate. This particular error was the result
of a breakdown during the printing process.

After examination of one of the 20 known existing
copies, the following report was made by The Bureau of
Engraving and Printing:

"The defect in the printing on the back was caused
by a 'board break'. The impression cylinders of our
presses have what is referred to as a 'rigging' consisting
of sheets of strong heavy fiberboard covered with a rub-
ber-coated textile `drawsheet'. The boards deteriorate
under the extreme pressures of intaglio printing and
sometimes break so that inadequate pressure is applied
to certain areas. A number of sheets may be printed
having similar defects in the same location before the
defect is discovered."

The tendency of the average money-handler to note
currency defects only on the front makes the present
discovery of the 20 notes in uncirculated condition all
the more unusual. It is generally accepted that there
are far more errors on the front of a note than on the
back. Since the front undergoes at least two printing
impressions, as against one for the back, the percentage
favors this. What percentage of defective currency
reaches circulation is undeterminable. The only current
information on percentage of star or replacement notes
is summarized in a recent communication from the BE&P
which states ". . . our spoilage rate has dropped to half
of what it was a few years ago and is now averaging
about 4 percent."

WANTED
OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY

(Bank Notes, Script, Warrants, Drafts)

of the AMERICAN WEST
Oregon, California, Idaho, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, Mon-
tana, New Mexico, Colorado; Dakota, Deseret, Indian,
Jefferson Territories!

Cash paid, or fine Obsolete Paper traded.

Have Proof notes from most states, individual rarities, seldom seen denominationals, Kirtlands, topicals; Colonial, Continental;
CSA, Southern States notes and bonds. Also have duplicate Western reirities for advantageous trade.

JOHN J. FORD, JR. 176 HENDRICKSON AVE., ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N. Y.
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