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The Signatures on Our Currency
By Hirsh N. Schwartz

Have you ever tried to account for the variance that
exists in the names on the different series of our paper
currency? Of course, most people are only interested in
our currency from the standpoint of what it will purchase
rather than whose name is on a note and why it is there.

However, collectors whose hobby it is to study our
currency know that these signatures are important in de-
termining the approximate date of issuance and realize
that, contrary to what the man on the street thinks, the
date on the bills means very little in determining when
the bill was actually issued.

For instance, $1 Silver Certificate, the $2 United States
Note and the $5, $10 and $20 Federal Reserve Notes of
1928 series have the signatures of Tate and Mellon and
were therefore issued between 4-30-28 and 1-17-29, while
the $5 United States Note, the $50, $100, $500, $1,003,
$5,000 and $10,000 Federal Reserve Notes of the 1928
series have the signatures of Woods and Mellon and were
therefore issued between 1-18-29 and 2-12-32, and the $1
United States Note signed by Woods and Woodin al-
though the 1928 series was issued between 3-4-33 and
5-31-33.

Therefore, one can readily see that a note of the 1928
series has many different signatures depending on who
was in office when the note was actually issued. A note
of any particular series might have many different signa-
tures. The signatures have no fixed relation to any one
series, but the signatures can only be used to approximate
the time of issuance. For further example, Woods and
Mellon appear on the 1928-A $2 U. S. Note, but Woods
and Mills appear on the 1928-A $5 U. S. Note. Woods
and Mills are on the 1928-B $2 U. S. Note, while Julian
and Morgenthau are on the 1928-B $5 U. S. Note. How-
ever, both the $2 U. S. Note and the $5 U. S. Note of the
1928-C series bear the same names of Julian and
Morgenthau.

This would mean that the 1928-A $5 U. S. Note and
the 1928-B $2 U. S. Note were issued approximately at
the same time, just as the 1928-C series of $2 U. S. Note
and $5 U. S. Note were issued at the same time, although
the former notes had two different serial dates.

The signature of W. A. Julian is indeed an interesting
one. He was Treasurer of the United States from June
1, 1933, to May 29, 1949. He served for 16 years, the
longest term of any Treasurer, and had more different
Secretaries than any other Treasurer; these four were
W. H. Woodin, Henry Morgenthau. Jr., Fred M. Vinson
and John W. Snyder. Incidentally, Henry Morgenthau,
Jr. served the longest term as Secretary of the Treasury-
11 years, 6 months and 22 days.

Naturally, Julian's name can be found on more issues
of our paper money than any other Treasurer due to his
long term of office. His signature appears on the various
series of notes from 1928-B through 1935-C and can be

found on the following denominations of our currency of
the different series:

The $1 Silver Certificate, series of 1928-D and E; 1935;
35-A, 35-B and 35-C

The $2 U. S. Note series of 1928-C, D, E and F

The $5 U. S. Note series of 1928-B, C, D and E

The $5 S. C. Note series 1934, 34-A, B and C

The $10 S. C. Note series of 1933 and 33-A

The $5, $10, $20, $50 and $100 Federal Reserve Notes
of 1934

The $500, $5,000 and $10,000 Federal Reserve Notes of
1934

The $1,000 Federal Reserve Note of 1934 and 1934-A

There were also the following "special" issues on which
his name appeared:

The $1 Silver Certificate Hawaii series of 1935

The $5, $10 and $20 Federal Reserve notes issued only
by the San Francisco District on Hawaii 1934 and 1934-A
series

The $1, $5 and $10 Yellow Seal Silver Certificate of
North Africa & European Invasion, series of 1934, 1934-A
and 1935-A

The $1 Silver Certificate of the 1935-A series of the Ex-
perimental Issues with the Red "Red" and "S"

A collection of the W. A. J ulian signature notes would
be a most interesting and valuable one.

Speaking of value, it might be interesting to determine
which of the smaller notes, signed by Julian, are the
rarest. A few are 1928-E $1 Silver Certificate, signed by
Julian & Morgenthau; the 1934-B $5 Silver Certificate,
signed by Julian and Vinson; the 1933 $10 Silver Certi-
ficate, signed by Julian and Woodin and the 1933-A $10
Silver Certificate, signed by Julian and Morgenthau, listed
as "unknown."

First Malaysian Bank Notes

Issue June 12, 1967
Mr. Chew Keng Ban, of G.P.O. Box 177, Singapore,

informs us that the first bank notes for Malaysia were
issued on June 12, 1967, in the denominations of $1
(blue), $5 (green), $10 (red), $50 (blue and gray)
and $100 (violet). They show the portrait of the first
Yang di*Pertuan Agong (king) of Malaysia on the right
side of the obverse and a watermark on the left. The
Malaysia dollar equals 33c U. S. Although Singapore
is no longer a member of Malaysia, it will also use the
new coinage and bank notes. Coins of 1, 5, 10, 20
and 50c denominations were issued at the same time.
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