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als of the 1862-63 period can be worked up effectively
with stamps, tokens and pictures pertaining to the Civil
War. The Army and Navy stamp series of 1936-37
present military leaders on the two 3-cent values and
the 4-cent Army. The latter features Lee and Jackson;
the color is Confederate gray.

Coin magazines with their color plates provide another
source. You may not want to mount both gold certifi-
cates and a gold coin, but why not use a color plate of
a gold coin? One of my favorite frames contains a
large picture of a silver dollar. The backing is blue.
Above and below the centered picture is a large and cur-
rent size silver certificate; genuine silver dollars are
mounted on each side.

Did you ever consider using framed currency instead
of the inevitable cup or trophy for exhibit awards?
Use gummed letters to indicate the purpose of the frame.
For the note, why not a National from your community
or an obsolete from your area or state? Or relate the
bill to the category. For a show in Algona, we used for
first place in the coin division and for best of show notes
featuring coins in the design. A note with scenes from
ancient Greece was used in the antique division; a
military theme seemed appropriate for guns. In my
area, incidentally, a surprising number of gun collectors
have currency as an additional interest. The recipients
were well pleased with these "something different"
awards. And really, isn't such an award more interest-
ing, more useful for display and more appropriate than
the typical plastic and metal creations?

I only attend two or three shows as a dealer-exhibitor
in a year's time, but I have no reason to believe that
public and trade reaction would be any different if my
activities covered a larger area. I have to admit that
I do more talking than selling as the frames bring out
the questions more than routine displays. After all,
everyone can see the frames, but only a fraction will sit
down and go through albums. I always put up a little
sign welcoming questions on paper currency, and I really
get them. I am sure that collectors have been developed
as a result. Sales, incidentally, are often made to coin
dealers who want the frames for their shops or others
who would like them for office, store, den or for use as
gifts. Ours is a wonderful hobby with so many display
possibilities alone or in conjunction with other fields.
I hope that the above may encourage you to "wake the
world and tell the people" and have fun while doing it.

The Microscopic Pantograph
By Forrest W. Daniel

Over the years many systems have been devised and
proposed for the detection and prevention of counterfeit-
ing. In many cases the deviser's ingenuity has been
exceeded only by his zeal, but the complexity of the
process has made it impractical.

A microscopic pantograph was displayed at the great
International Exposition of 1862 in London, with the
suggestion that secret writing be placed on bank notes
in writing so small it could only be detected by use of

special lenses. In the classification "Philosophical In-
struments and Processes," the machine was one of the
many curiosities of the exhibition and was described in
"Cassell's Illustrated Exhibitor" in the following
manner :

"One of the most curious instruments in this extra-
ordinary collection is a machine exhibited by Mr. Peters,
for microscopic writing, which is infinitely more wonder-
ful than Mr. Whitworth's machine for measuring the
millionth of an inch, which excited such astonishment
in 1851. With this machine of Mr. Peters it is stated
that the words 'Matthew Marshall, Bank of England,' can
be written in the two-and-a-half millionth of an inch in
length, and it is actually said that calculations made on
this data show that the whole Bible can be written
twenty - two times in the space of a square inch. We must
leave a detailed description of this most extraordinary
instrument to another occasion, and content ourselves
now with simply saying that the words to be written
microscopically are written in pencil, in ordinary char-
acters, on a sheet of paper at the bottom of the instru-
ment. But the pencil with which this is done communi-
cates by a series of levers and gimbals with another
minute pencil and tablet at the top, by means of which
the ordinary writing of the pencil and the pencil for
the microscopic writing both move in unison, though the
motion of the latter is so graduated that a stroke of a
quarter of an inch at the bottom is only a stroke of a
quarter of a millionth of an inch at the top, the shape
and character of both marks being, nevertheless, pre-
cisely alike in outline. As a matter of course, the micro-
scopic writing at the top is only visible under powerful
magnifiers, and the object of the machine is chiefly to
mark bank notes with certain minute signatures, for the
prevention of forgery. Such a precaution, no doubt,
would prove an effectual stopper on counterfeit notes,
if only all tradesmen supplied themselves with micro-
scopes to examine them, just as a little ordinary care
would now detect any forgery."

A Review

Encased Postage Stamps
U. S. and Foreign

By Arlie R. Slabaugh

Under the sub-title "The Use of Stamps as Money,"
Arlie Slabaugh has made yet another significant contri-
bution to numismatic and philatelic literature. The
section on the Civil War encased stamps contains much
pertinent information about their inventor, John Gault,
as well as a detailed catalog.

In the Miscellaneous section the author brings the sub-
ject right down to the 1954 series of stamps encased. In
the foreign section he admits that the listing may not
be complete, but the information he has gathered is
worth the modest one dollar price for the entire booklet.
It is available from Hewitt Bros., 7320 Milwaukee Ave.,
Chicago. Ill. 60648.
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