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DeWitt Clinton Notes
By M. H. Loewenstern

$1,000 Legal Tender Note depicting Clinton. M. H. Loewenstern Collection

DeWitt Clinton, whose portrait is on the above Legal
Tender Note of 1880, was a very interesting figure dur-
ing his time. Born in Little Britain, New York, on
March 3, 1769, he was admitted to the bar in 1790 and
became secretary to his Uncle George Clinton (first
Governor of the State) for a period of five years. In
1802, DeWitt Clinton was elected to the Senate, resigning
in 1803 to become mayor of New York City. Clinton
for the next ten years promoted public education, city
planning and relief of the poor. He was a very popular
man and ran for President of the United States in 1812,
but was defeated by James Madison. As Canal Com-
missioner, DeWitt Clinton was largely responsible for
the Erie and Champlain-Hudson Canals.

DeWitt Clinton served as governor of New York from
1817 to 1821. He was again elected governor in 1825,
and continued in this office until his death in 1828. He
was one of the founders of the New York Historical Asso-
ciation and was president of this great association in
1817.

After the passing of Clinton, his vignette was used on
many bank notes of New York. All of these banks went

under sooner or later due to financial stress, periods of
war or panic. Some of the bank notes portraying Clinton
were those of the Clinton Bank of Buffalo, New York
(opened Aug. 1, 1856). The $1 note portrayed a full-
length statue of Clinton, the $2 note a portrait such as
the one on the above Legal Tender Note. Other portraits
of Clinton were on $50 and $1,000 notes of the Clinton
Bank of New York City (opened 1840, failed in 1844) ;
the $1 and $5 notes of the National Commercial Bank
of 1865; the $1 note of the Merchants Bank, New York
(opened March, 1853) ; the $5 note of the Phoenix Bank,
New York (opened 1850) ; the $2 note of the Exchange
Bank (opened July 1851). The $2 note, illustrated here,
on the defunct Niagara County Bank, New York, (opened
1850) depicts the same vignette as that used on the 1880
Legal Tender and on the $1,000 note, which is still valid.

Recently Mr. William P. Donlon's DeWitt Clinton note
was illustrated with an article stating that one authority
thought only two of the 1880 $1,000 notes were in exist-
ence. To the writer's knowledge the following exist: the
H. E. Spain note No. A170690 illustrated in Frank Lim-
pert's U. S. paper money book; the Friedberg paper
money book note with serial No. A-162909; the Donlon

Niagara County Bank, N. Y., note depicting Clinton. M. H. Loewenstern Collection
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note No. A162391; and the note illustrated above, No.
A156404, belonging to the writer.

Clinton's vignette also appeared on the 1869 and 1878
series. To the writer's knowledge the only 1869 issue

is the one illustrated in Friedberg's paper money book.
In any event all the DeWitt Clinton notes are scarce but
this article may bring out one or two more.

An 18th Century Note
of the Grand Duchy of Tuscany

By Alfredo P. Marcon

Illustrated here are the obverse and reverse of a rare
and interesting specimen of a note (or a proof), size
26.6 x 14.6 mm., complete with matrix, made to be put
into circulation throughout the Grand Duchy of Tuscany
during the decade 1760-1770, between the reigns of
Francis Stephen of Lorraine and his son Peter Leopold.

Such a note was given to H.R.H. Consignee on transfer
of a pound (gms. 339510) of coins (paoli and testoni) of
the Pontifical State coined before the year 1700. The
blank spaces of the note, to be filled in with pen, were
reserved for the date and the cashier's signature as well
as the beneficiary's name and amount, expressed in
Tuscan liras.

As we can see, the bill could be cashed at the ex-
piration of six months from the date of issue or con-
sidered valid "at sight" if utilized for payments whose
beneficiary was, even if indirectly, the same issuing State.

On the reverse of the illustrated specimen there is an
unusual reproduction of a boar hunt scene, a work by
the famous Florentine engraver, Stefano della Bella
(1610-1664). This reproduction is mentioned in Alex
de Vesme's book Le Peintre Graveur Italian, Milano,
Hoepli, 1906, page 195, n. 736. In fact, on the lower
right side of the scene, we can see the artist's signature.
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