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Bank Notes Engraved by Harrisons in the
United States

By William J. Harrison

Collectors of obsolete bank notes have various objec-
tives. Some concentrate on the notes of one state; others
collect only three-dollar bills; still others are interested
principally in the portraits of famous persons shown on
the notes. The late William H. Dillistin, at one time
an officer of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, was
noted as a collector and authority on counterfeit, spurious
and altered notes. Surely any reason for collecting is
valid if it stimulates, entertains and educates the
collector.

In my particular case I was bitten by the genealogical
bug one day while looking through one of my wife's
family Bibles. I began to wonder about my own an-
cestors, who they were, when they came to America, how
they earned their living. To my amazement I discovered
that the early Harrisons were a family of engravers, and
my curiosity was sharply aroused when I learned that
they engraved bank notes. Like other engravers of that

period, the Harrisons produced practically everything
else in the field of engraving including maps, portraits,
illustrations, bookplates, title pages and stock certificates.
But as bank note engravers the Harrisons continued
through three generations, from 1794 to 1905, or just
about one hundred and ten years.

My advantage, or disadvantage, over some of my fellow
collectors whose ancestors were artists, engravers or de-
signers, was that I had no idea what was in store for
me to discover. I had neither family diaries nor journals
to guide me. But I did have the true enjoyment of
digging out the facts myself. which was for me an educa-
tion in the processes of original research. Now I can
highly recommend making a collection and study of bank
notes based on the work of any one engraver or firm of
engravers. It is a rewarding and satisfying experience
which can lead to other fields beyond the limits of
numismatics.

WILLIAM HARRISON, SR.

According to Stauffer in his American Engravers Upon
Copper and Steel, my ancestor William Harrison, Sr.
came to Philadelphia in 1794 with several sons under an
engagement to engrave for the Bank of Pennsylvania.
His obituary in "Poulson's Advertiser" of October 19,
1803 begins: "Died on the 18th of the prevailing [yellow]
fever Mr. William Harrison Sr., late engraver to many
of the principal banks in the United States. . . ." In the
Dreer Collection of the Pennsylvania Historical Society
in Philadelphia a receipt signed by William Harrison,
Sr., for engraving a bank note plate reads as follows:

In spite of this evidence that he worked for the banks,
I have yet to find a bank note bearing the imprint of
William Harrison, Sr. as engraver. It is amusing that
the conclusion of William Harrison, Sr.'s obituary ad-
vertises his son William, Jr. . . . "while we regret the
loss which science sustains by a deprivation of mature
genius, we enjoy a satisfaction in being able to recom-
mend to the patrons of the fine arts Mr. Harrison Jr..
an artist whose degree of execution as an engraver has
raised him to a superior eminence in the line of his
profession."

William Harrison Sr. receipt for payment for engraving post note.
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The following chart shows the relationship of the
Harrison engravers:

During the time he lived and worked in Georgetown
he was probably teaching his sons to engrave, since some

II. William Harrison, Jr.—
ca. 1780-ca. 1845

III. Chas. Peter Harrison
1783-1854

IV. Samuel Harrison
1789-1818

VI. David R. Harrison

VII. Thos. F. Harrison
ca. 1802-1870

VIII. Wm. F. Harrison
ca. 1810-ca. 1880

IX. Charles Harrison
1813-1905I. William Harrison, Sr.—

ca. 1750-1803

X. Milton Harrison
V. Richard Granville Harrison— ca. 1818-ca. 1885

1793-1870 Xl. Virgil Harrison
(Twin brother)

WILLIAM HARRISON, JR.

The name of William Harrison, Jr. as an engraver first
appears along with that of his father on maps published
in London in 1790, which were signed "W. H. and
Harrison Junior sculp." His earliest work in this coun-
try is the map of the State of New York in Mathew
Carey's American Atlas of 1795, which is signed "Harri-
son Junior sc." During his first years in the United
States he worked with his father, but he was also asso-
ciated in 1798, 1799 and 1800 with James Aiken in
Philadelphia, with whom he collaborated in producing
such outstanding works as the United States Naval Com-
mission of that period.

The earliest bank notes engraved and signed by William
Harrison, Jr., so far as I know, are the first issue of
notes of the Trenton, New Jersey Banking Company in
1805. The minutes of early directors' meetings of that
bank describe the plates ordered as well as their cost.
Indeed, many histories of old banks contain valuable
information about their early issues of paper money, a
source of data which should not be overlooked.

William Harrison, Jr. continued to turn out a con-
siderable amount of work in Philadelphia until September
1819, when he removed to Georgetown, D. C. Although
he did some bank note work signed W. Harrison sc.,
Georgetown, D. C., he probably went there to fulfill some
sort of contract or commission to engrave for the United
States government, a possibility which is indicated by
the numerous maps engraved for the Engineers Corps
of the Army. One of his finest engravings of this period
is the large and now rare MAP OF THE UNITED
STATES INTENDING CHIEFLY TO EXHIBIT POST
ROADS AND DISTANCES, by Abraham Bradley, which
is imprinted, "Engraved and printed by W. Harrison,
Georgetown, D. C." Abraham Bradley, Jr.. in addition
to his position as Assistant Postmaster General, was
President of the Union Bank of Georgetown, for which
the first series of notes was engraved by William Harri-
son, Jr.

of the maps which have a Georgetown imprint are signed
"Wm. Harrison and David R. Harrison." It is interest-
ing to note that the name of William Harrison, Jr. first
appeared on a map along with his father's signature,
while that of David Richardson Harrison. eldest son of
William, Jr., first appeared on a map which he helped
his father to engrave.

CHARLES PETER HARRISON
Charles Peter Harrison, another son of William Harri-

son, Sr., was born in London in 1783, and like his
brothers was taught engraving by his father. Although
the Harrisons were primarily engravers, they were also
expert in printing from the copper plates which they
engraved. Evidently Charles P. Harrison was the most
proficient of the sons in this work, as the first listing of
his name in the Philadelphia directory of 1806 describes
him as a "copper plate printer." Many of the bank notes
engraved by his brothers William and Richard are in-
scribed "Printed by C. P. Harrison." as are some of the
plates of D. Edwin, one of the finest stipple portrait en-
gravers of the time. In 1818, he was in business with
his brother-in-law James Porter, to whom he taught
copper plate printing and who later followed the music
printing and publishing trade.

In 1820 and 1822, Charles P. Harrison was listed in
the Philadelphia directory as an engraver and copper
plate printer, but about 1822 he removed to New York
City with his family, and there he worked as an engraver
and printer until his death on November 27, 1854. That
he made some attempt to have his sons Gabriel and
Lafayette follow in his business footsteps is indicated in
the New York directories of 1838 and 1839, which list
"Harrison & Sons, engravers" at 27 Wall Street along
with "C. P. Harrison, engraver" at the same address.
The notes of the Newark Whaling, Sealing & Mfg. Co.
of Oct. 25, 1837, and the New York Joint Stock Exchange
Company of Sept. 15, 1837, are products of this period,
being signed "C. P. Harrison & Son, New York." Neither
son of Charles P. Harrison, however, seemed to care
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Charles P. Harrison, by J. J. Barralet, 1804.

enough for engraving to continue with it as a career.
Gabriel Harrison, the elder son, became an actor and
author, while Lafayette, the younger son, built and man-
aged Irving Hall and also managed Steinway Hall during
the first years of its existence.

SAMUEL HARRISON
Samuel Harrison, born in England in 1789, was also

a pupil of his father but apparently did not join him and
the rest of the family in the engraving of bank notes. In
fact, his entire short career was devoted to map en-
graving, and only one example of work other than a map
has yet been found bearing his signature. He worked
for F. Lucas & Cushing of Baltimore and for John Melish,
Philadelphia, with whom he published the 1818 and 1819
Travelers Directory Through The United States as well
as many of the Melish maps. Although he died July 18,
1818, when he was but thirty years old, he might well
have attempted some bank note work of which I have as
yet no record, and if so I can only hope that further
search will bring it to light.

RICHARD GRANVILLE HARRISON
Richard Granville Harrison, born in England in 1793,

was the youngest of the four sons of William Harrison,
Sr. to follow his father's profession. Since he was only
ten years old when his father died, he probably com-

pleted his training and study under his elder brother
William.

The earliest signed work of Richard Granville Harrison
which I have found is the title page of Works of Robert
Burns published by F. Lucas & J. Cushing of Baltimore
in 1814. Later he did various kinds of engraving in-
cluding portraits and some woodcuts for Godey's Lady's
Book, but he was principally a bank note engraver.

Richard G. Harrison must have started his career of
banknote engraving about 1815, for a series of Western
Pennsylvania and Ohio bank notes dated 1815-16 and
1817 bears his name as engraver along with that of his
brother Charles P. Harrison as printer. The imprint of
these two Harrisons' signatures on some of the notes,
such as those of the Westmoreland Bank of Pennsylvania
in Greensburg, series of 1815, shows them working in
Pittsburgh. It seems likely, therefore that the brothers
made a trip through western Pennsylvania and eastern
Ohio to engrave for banks springing up in that part of
the country and made their headquarters in Pittsburgh.
If this was the case, then Richard Granville Harrison
and Charles P. Harrison may well have been, as Stauffer
has suggested, the first engravers and certainly the first
banknote engravers actually to engrave plates west of
the Alleghenies.

During the panic of 1837, when banks suspended
specie payments, a variety of scrip was issued. A large
volume of such paper money was printed by E. Morris
and by Manly & Orr of Philadelphia among others.
Engravings by R. G. Harrison often appear on this scrip,
particularly the portraits of Washington and Franklin,
which were first used on the Kensington Savings Institu-
tion notes. The early steam train with two cars and
the vignette of a picture called "The Kill," showing an
Indian with a tomahawk in his upraised hand standing
over a fallen antlered deer, were both shown on R. G.
Harrison's business card printed in the form of a bank
note. The train was also used on the notes of the Eastern
Shore Railroad Co. of Maryland, and "The Kill" was
used on the Southern Loan Co. of Philadelphia one-
dollar notes, both notes bearing R. G. Harrison's imprint.

This scrip was first printed with engraved lathe work
and small vignettes at each end, a vignette in top center
of the note, usually with two blank medallions or
counters on each side. Later these sheets of four or
five blank notes were printed by type with the denomina-
tions in the medallions and the name of the town or city,
company or even person issuing the note or promise to
pay printed below the center vignette. On scrip showing
the Washington and Franklin portraits it is often possible
to make out the signature of R. G. Harrison in very
small block letters below the portraits.

Very few bank notes dated after 1840 have been found
bearing the signature of R. G. Harrison, but portraits
and vignettes which he engraved were later used on notes
hearing different engraving firm names. The fact that
during his career he used various forms of signature on
his work has led to some confusion concerning his iden-
tity. Although he had twin sons Milton and Virgil who
were in business together in Philadelphia as engravers
and publishers from 1840 to 1855, and who also worked
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for various banknote firms, he had no son Richard Jr.,
and there was therefore only one Richard Granville Har-
rison engraver. He died in Philadelphia Sept. 3, 1870.

Richard G. Harrison, Self-Portrait

DAVID RICHARDSON HARRISON
David Richardson Harrison was born in Philadelphia,

Feb. 23, 1801. After working with his father William
Harrison, Jr. in Georgetown, D. C., he moved about 1827
to New York City, where his name first appeared in the
1828 directory as an engraver living at 28 Charlton
Street. From 1829 to 1858, the business address of
David R. Harrison was often the same as that of some
other engraver or firm of engravers, indicating that he
probably worked for different engraving companies be-
fore the formation of the American Bank Note Company.
In 1858 he became an employee of the American Bank
Note Company and continued to work for them until he
died on March 23, 1886.

Although David R. Harrison became the leading script
engraver for the American Bank Note Company, it has
not been possible to determine any specific bank note or
stamp on which he worked, but it would be reasonable
to suppose that in almost thirty years of engraving for
the company he must have worked on currency or stamps.

THOMAS FOSTER HARRISON

This second son of William Harrison, Jr. seems to
have worked with his brothers throughout most of his
career. From 1838 to 1841, he lived in New York City
and worked at No. 1 Wall Street with his brother Charles.
Beginning in 1843. Thomas worked in Cincinnati, Ohio
with his brother William Foster Harrison. Their address
was South East Corner of Main and Third Street, which
was the business address of Rawdon, Wright & Hatch,

for whom they worked. In 1865, Thomas was still
working at that address, which was then also the address
of the American Bank Note Company, George T. Jones,
Supt.

Again the same frustrating difficulty is encountered in
determining the work of any one engraver who worked
for the large engraving companies; I have been unable
to find any bank notes bearing the signature of Thomas
F. Harrison as engraver.

WILLIAM FOSTER HARRISON
Although this son of William Harrison, Jr. started his

engraving career in New York City, he too went to
Cincinnati in 1843, where he was in charge of the first
Rawdon. Wright and Hatch office in that city. An ad-
vertisement in Cincinnati in 1841 by Charles Cist (Cin-
cinnati, 1841) reads:

RAWDON, WRIGHT & HATCH
Bank Note Engravers

by
Wm. F. Harrison

Corner of Third and Main Streets
Cincinnati

I have no reason to believe that any of the Harrison
engravers were tempted by counterfeiting, but the unwit-
ting involvement of William F. Harrison in a notorious
banknote transaction is described in Dye's Book of Bank
Note Plates published in 1853 in Cincinnati. Below a
picture of a spurious $100 note of the Planters Bank of
Tennessee appears as an explanation the story of one
Capt. Pollock who was introduced to Wm. F. Harrison
by a "highly respectable citizen." Pollock ordered a
full plate of four notes to be engraved for the Planters
Bank of Alabama at Wetumpka, in the denominations of
10, 20, 50 and 100 dollars. After Pollock acquired the
completed plate from Harrison he had Alabama and
Wetumpka hammered out and the plate re-engraved with
Tennessee and Nashville. Hundreds of these spurious
notes were supposed to have been printed and circulated
before Pollock was apprehended, but to date I have been
unable to find or to see one, and I should like to know
if other collectors have ever found any of these notes.

There are various notes in collections, including my
own, which are counterfeits of those engraved by Harri-
sons and others, but I do not consider such notes unde-
sirable. Rather I feel that counterfeit notes add interest
to any collection.

CHARLES HARRISON
This youngest son of William Harrison, Jr. worked

for various engraving firms and for a while was in busi-
ness in New York City for himself as well as with his
brother Thomas. Eventually he joined the staff of the
American Bank Note Company where he became noted
as a "square letter engraver." Of all the Harrisons,
Charles surely must have had the longest career, for he
was still engraving for the company as late as 1905 when
he was 87 years old. At least one of his eight sons,
Cyril Harrison, became an engraver. He worked for a
time in the 1880's for the Homer Lee Bank Note Com-
pany of New York as a letter engraver along with his
brother David Harrison who worked as a transferrer.



WHOLE NO. 23
	 Paper Money 	 PAGE 83

Richard Granville Harrison's business card on bank note paper. Note vignettes of early train and
"the kill" later used on scrip printed by E. Morris and by Manly & Orr of Philadelphia and others.

These then were the Harrisons who engraved some of
the bank notes circulated in the United States in the
early 1800's. A check list of those notes which are in
the writer's collection, or which he has seen or which have
been reliably recorded will follow in another issue. This
check list is by no means considered complete. There
are numerous obvious gaps where from plate letters or

denominations listed it is apparent that there must have
been other denominations or notes with other plate
letters issued in the series. Any corrections or additions
to the list will be welcomed with appreciation.

(To be continued.)

* The Trading Post *
As announced in No. 22, The Trading Post is being discontinued as of this

issue because of lack of interest. It will be restored if and when a sufficient number
of members signify an intention to use its facilities.

2. U. S. LARGE NATIONAL BANK NOTES

4. U. S. SMALL FEDERAL RESERVE NOTES

1. U. S. LARGE NOTES

Robert W. Skadow
6319 N. Oak Park Ave.
Chicago, III. 60031

3. U. S. SMALL NOTES

Earl E. Keller, Jr.
419 Morgantown St.
Uniontown, Pa. 15401

5. FOREIGN CURRENCY

6. OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY
(Colonials, Continental, Confederate. Broken Bank
Notes, Scrip, etc.)

C. J. Affleck
34 Peyton St.
Winchester, Va.

Byron Cook
P. 0. Box 181
Jackson, Miss. 39205

James L. McKee
158 Lakewood Dr.
Lincoln, Nebr. 68510

John E. Tidwell
408 Cunniff Parkway
Goodlettsville, Tenn. 37072

7. MILITARY CURRENCY
(War, Occupation. Concentration Camp and Emergency
Issues)

8. FRACTIONAL CURRENCY

9. MISMATCHED SERIAL NO. NOTES
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