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changes; unfortunately in many instances we do not have
the full facts of what transpired, and therein lies another
challenge to the researcher!

LIST OF NOTES AND SHEETS, 1929 SERIES

We have developed a list of the individual notes and
sheets of the 1929 National Bank issues comprising
thousand notes and several hundreds of sheets. It is our
desire to compile as comprehensive a listing as possible.
It is felt that now is the time to accomplish this task.
These notes from the most recent charter period of

National Bank Notes should afford a greater opportunity
of assembling a larger list than would be possible if we
were to start listing the notes issued from the three earlier
charter periods. Your assistance in this project is soli-
cited at this time. Please send to the writer at P. 0.

Box 1840, Milwaukee, Wis. 53201 the information on
any notes or sheets of the 1929 issue that you have or
may have come across. The following data is all that
is required: Denomination, Charter Number, and State.
The Bank name and note number are not required.

Sudanese Emergency Military Currency
By Dr. Arnold Keller

I have found Mr. Richard T. Hoober's article "Emer-
gency Military Currency" in PAPER MONEY No. 20 to be
generally complete and correct. However, while pursu-
ing my project of writing a paper money bibliography,
I found some additional material about the Beige notes.

The first reference appeared in The Numismatist,
September, 1931, page 641, under the title "Gordon
Currency Is Found in Egypt." According to this article,
38 complete sets of the Gordon Pasha notes were found
in the vaults of the Egyptian government in Cairo. In
the November. 1931 issue, pages 784-785, this informa-
tion was elaborated upon:

Evidently in March, 1884, the Egyptian government
sent 100,000 pounds in gold coins from Cairo to Khar-
toum, but the shipment fell into the hands of the Der-
vishes. Thus Gordon was forced to issue paper money
in its place in the denominations of 5. 10 and 20 piastres
("grush") and 1, 5, 10, 20, 25 and 50 pounds sterling.
Gordon himself signed the low denomination notes,
while the signature was hectographed on the higher de-
nominations. The notes are dated 25.4.1884 (not 1881).

The Numismatist article went on to say that the British
Museum collection has only the 5 and 10 piastre notes.
However, in the same issue of the magazine appeared
an advertisement for the complete series of nine for 100
pounds sterling (ten dollars for single pieces) placed by
a man who contended that he had acquired them from the
Egyptian government.

At the same time that I ran across these notices, my
friend Albert Pick of Munich sent me his set of notes
for comparison purposes. All denominations were ex-
pressed in grush, not piastres or pounds. They were
10. 20, 100. 500, 1000, 2000, 2500 and 5000 grush. Be-
cause 20 grush equalled about one dollar, the higher de-
nominations were 1, 5, 10, 20, 25 and 50 pounds, as
indicated above (value of the pound before the devalua-
tion of 1929).

All of Pick's notes (now part of the collection of the
Bavarian Hypothec-Exchange Bank in Munich) were of
the type shown in Mr. Hoober's article but lacked the
linen cloth pasted on the reverse. The 100 grush in
my own collection also lacks the cloth, therefore, this
strengthening of the notes may have been done some
time after the first issue when it was found that the
thin paper was being damaged.

Usually the lowest denomination of a series of notes
is the one most preserved in collections, but in this case,
no specimen of the 5 grush is known. The aforementioned
advertisement said that only 38 complete sets remained.
Undoubtedly at least 900 sets must have been made to
replace 100,000 pounds in coin, but most of them were
probably destroyed during the siege and battles. An
unidentified clipping in my collection states that the re-
mainder of the notes was burned.

General Gordon left letters and diaries which have been
published in German. Under the entry of April 26, 1884,
he reported, "Yesterday we issued bank notes in the
amount of 2500 pounds sterling to pay in six months."
On July 30, 1884, he wrote, "We still need 200.000
pounds sterling for Kassala, for the expenses of this
fortress must be paid. Khartoum only costs 500 pounds
each day." On Sept. 9, 1884, "In both cases we need
a yearly supply of 100.000 pounds sterling." On Oct. 25,
1884, "Our treasury in paper money became greater."
The last mention of a payment, but no amount. appeared
on Nov. 12, 1884. From the foregoing it is obvious
that great amounts of paper money were made.
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