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to 60 million sheets. At four notes per sheet this would
mean that 120 million washed notes would have to be
returned to circulation to maintain the normal volume
of money in use. They insisted this massive dilution of
the quality of United States currency would be made at
the expense of the people in outlying areas since banks
in Washington would not place washed money in cir-
culation there.

The Treasury's money laundry was short-lived. With
the outbreak of World War I the supply of new linen
cuttings used in the manufacture of currency paper was
cut off and cotton had to be substituted in part. Eventu-
ally linen had to be eliminated completely from the
paper, and since the new paper could not be laundered

satisfactorily the washing process was abandoned. The
final use of the machines appears to have been in 1918.

When return to the use of 100 per cent linen paper
was contemplated in 1921, resumption of washing cur-
rency was also considered. The Secret Service strongly
opposed the plan and the laundry never reopened.
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Assistant Treasurer of the U. S. $10 Silver Certificate
By M. H. Loewenstern

This silver certificate seems similar, at first glance, to Design No. 73 in Fried-
berg's U. S. currency book. However, it shows the heading "ASSISTANT TREA-
SURER OF THE U. S.," while Friedberg's note reads "TREASURER OF U. S." It
also differs from Design No. 73 in that the large "X" has been replaced by "TEN."
This note is a three-signature note; the seal is smaller; the engraver's name is shown
in the center of the note rather than at the right side as illustrated by Friedberg.
The series date of the note is not designated, but it is presumed to be Series 1878.
The reverse of this note is very much the same as the Friedberg except that the
engraver's name is at the bottom of the note and not on the side.

The writer has been unable to obtain information as to the purpose or reason
for the issuance of this "ASSISTANT TREASURER" note. Information has not
been available as to the number of notes issued or outstanding. Any information
will be appreciated.


