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Types of the Series of 1882 National Bank Notes
By Peter Huntoon

The Second Charter Period of 1882 heralded a new
series of National Bank Notes that lasted until 1922.
Series of 1882 notes were issued by banks chartered for
their first time after 1882, or others that were renewing
their original charters from the First Charter Period.

Aside from the $5 note, the obverse designs remained
essentially the same as the Original Series and Series of
1875. Three different reverse designs were used on
Series of 1882 notes: Brown-Back (1882-1909), Dates-
on-Reverse (1908-1922), and Denomination-on-Reverse
(1916-1922). These three reverse designs constitute the
major varieties of the series, but minor changes in 1)
the legend, 2) use or omission of the geographical letter,
and 3) use or omission of a Treasury serial number on
the obverse caused several sub-varieties or types. (See
illustration).

A type is defined as any one of the eight possible com-
binations of the three obverse design components listed
above. In an earlier article (PAPER MONEY, Vol. 5, No.
4), the writer developed a classification of types for the
Series of 1902 based on these same three design com-
ponents. In order to avoid confusion, the identical
scheme is used for the Series of 1882 notes. This allows
either 1882 or 1902 notes to be described by the same
classification system.

Let us consider the design components that make up
a type, remembering that all these varieties occurred in
both the Series of 1882 and 1902 notes. In 1882, the
legend read ". . . DEPOSITED WITH THE U.S. TREAS-
URER AT WASHINGTON" but in 1908, with enactment
of the Aldrich - Vreeland Act the legend was changed to
read ". . . OR OTHER SECURITIES." This change
indicated that National Bank Notes could be backed by
securities other than government bonds by the terms of
the Aldrich - Vreeland Act. This emergency banking
measure made it necessary for the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing either to alter the legend on the existing
plates or to make new plates to replace the old designs.
At the same time, the reverse was changed from the
Brown-Back to the green Dates-on-Reverse design. With
the expiration of the Aldrich-Vreeland Act in 1916, the
legend was to be altered back to the original wording,
but this was not carried out completely. The result
was the use of ". . . OR OTHER SECURITIES" obverses
with Der omiration reverses. As old plates wore out or
rew pl ates were engraved, ". . . DEPOSITED WITH
THE U S. TREASURER" obverses began to appear with
Denomination reverses as prescribed by law. For some
unexplained reason, some 10-10-10-10 and 50-50-50-100
Dates-on-Reverse plates continued to be used after 1916,
until the end of the series in 1922.

Two geographical letters appeared on all National
Bank Notes from 1902 through 1924. These letters were
overprinted adjacent to the charter numbers on the ob-
verse of the notes and designated the section of the coun-
try in which the issuing bank was located. Geographical
letters were not used on National Bank Notes before

1902 or after 1924. Consequently only Series of 1882
notes issued between 1902 and 1922 had these letters
overprinted on their obverse. Brown-Backs printed
from 1882 to 1902 are the only variety of the Series of
1882 that can be found without geographical letters.

A Treasury serial number was used on all National
Bank Notes until 1925, when it was discontinued and
replaced by a duplicate bank serial number. Since the
Series of 1882 lasted only until 1922, all these notes
have a Treasury serial number. Its omission is consid-
ered here because this classification is also used for Series
of 1902 Nationals which were issued without a Treasury
serial number from 1925 to 1929.

The information given above is summarized in Table
I. In columns 1, 2, and 3, each design component is
listed along with the dates during which it was used. In
column 4 all the eight possible types are shown. Notice
that the length of time each type was used is only the
time common to each of the three components making
up the type. Types 2 and 6 cannot exist because the
geographical letter was discontinued before the Treasury
serial number. Therefore, notes do not exist with a
geographical letter and duplicate bank serial numbers,
regardless of legend.

To determine the type of a note, first determine the
legend used in column 1. Next, see if a geographical
letter is used and move to the appropriate box in column
2. Now find whether a Treasury serial number is used
and move to the corresponding box in column 3. The
adjacent box in column 4 gives the type of the note.
Notice that this method can give the type of every Series
1882 or 1902 National.

Table II is used to determine the period of time dur-
ing which a note was issued. Find the type in column 1
of Table II and move to the right until you are in the
column showing the correct reverse design. In this box
are listed all the known denominations of this variety
along with their dates of issue. Notice that this period
is only the time common to both the reverse variety and
the type of the note. (For Series of 1902 Nationals use
Table 2 in Volume 5, Number 4 of PAPER MONEY.)

To illustrate how this classification system works, con-
sider the note shown here from the First National Bank
of Honolulu. It is an 1882 $5 Denomination on Re-
verse with the ". . . OR OTHER SECURITIES" legend,
geographical letters and a Treasury serial number. From
Table I, it is seen that this note is a type 5. Using
Table II, and starting at type 5, move to the right until
you are in the Denomination-on-Reverse column. You
will find this $5 variety was issued between 1916 and
1922, but the bank charter number is 5550 and Friedberg
shows that it was chartered in 1900. Since the Second
Charter lasted only 20 years, the charter of the First Na-
tional Bank of Honolulu expired in 1920. Therefore.
this bank could have issued this variety of note from
1916 to 1920, a period of only four years.
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A type 5 Denomination-on-Reverse Series of 1882 National Bank Note showing: 1)
legend, 2) geographical letter, 3) Treasury serial number

Table 1.

1
Legend

Type Classification of the Series of 1882 and 1902

National Bank Notes

2	 3	 4
Geographical Letter	 Treasury Serial 	 TYPE

Number

with 1902 - 1908 1

Deposited with the
U. S. Treasurer at

with
1902 - 1924

1863 - 1925

without
1925 - 1929

1916 - 1924

none 2

Washington

1863 - 1908*
1916 - 1929

without
1873** - 1902
1924	 - 1929

with
1863 - 1925

without

1873 - 1902
1924 - 1925

3

1925 - 1929

with

1925 - 1929 4

Or Other Securities

with
1902 - 1924

1863 - 1925

without
1925 - 1929

1908 - 1924

none

5

6

1908 - 1929 without
1873** - 1902
1924	 - 1929

with
1863 - 1925

without

1924 - 1925 7

1925 - 1929 1925 - 1929 8

* Dillistin mentions that $50 and 8100 Brown-Backs were printed until March 23, 1909.
The original legend was probably retained on the obverses of these notes.

** Charter numbers began to appear on National Bank Notes about 1873. Prior to 1873,
no charter numbers or geographical letters were used.

Table II.	 Series of I 2

TYPE Brown-Back
5, 10, 20	 1882 - 1908*
50, 100	 1882 -1909

5, 20
10, 50,

Dates-on-Reverse
1908 -1916

100	 1908 - 1922***

Denomination-on-Reverse
5, 10, 20	 1916 - 1922
50,	 100	 1919 - 1922

1 5, 10, 20	 1902 -1908
50, 100	 1902-1909

10, 50, 100 1916-1922 5,	 10, 20
50, 100

1916- 1922
1919 - 1921

2 none none none

3 all denomi-
nations	 1882 -1902

none none

4 none none none

5 none 5, 20 1908 - 1916 5,	 10, 20 1916 - 1922

6 none

none

10, 50,

none

none

100 1908-1922 50, 100

none

none

1919 - 1921

8 none none none
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* Friedberg shows these denominations were issued as late as 1909, but records found by
Dillistin show the last of each denomination was printed March 23, 1908. Dillistin states
that some of these notes were delivered during the 1909 fiscal year.

** Friedberg shows the 50-50-50-100 Dates-on-Reverse plates were used from 1910 to 1922,
but Dillistin found records that show these plates were used only between 1911 and 1922.
Dillistin also found records of 50-100 Dates-on-Reverse plates in use as early as August 5,
1908, but he fails to show these in his table of plate combinations.

*** For some unexplained reason, the 10-10-10-10 and 50-50-50-100 plates were used
until 1922.
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Third Edition of Donlon

Catalog Now Available
Once again it is a pleasure to report the release of still

another edition of the Donlon Catalog of U. S. Small Size
Paper Money. This third edition, dated 1967, is a far
cry from the original listing that first appeared in PAPER
MONEY. But the simple, reliable numbering system is
the same, making this dollar volume indispensable to
the hobbyist. In pricing, both increases and decreases
have been recorded to keep close to the pulse of the
market. A careful reading of the many pages of informa-
tion would save many collectors from error and doubts,
too.

Thus, Mr. Donlon serves both the commercial and
academic wings of the hobby, whose rapid growth can
in large part be attributed to his vision in making such
a catalog available at low cost. It can be ordered directly
from William P. Donlon, Box 144, Utica, N. Y. 13503.

SPMC Officers Teach

Numismatics at MIT
During the fall 1966 semester, SPMC Governor

Maurice M. Gould conducted educational classes on
numismatics under the auspices of the Massachusetts
Department of Education, University Extension Division,
at MIT, Cambridge. Among the lecturers was SPMC
President George Wait, whose subject was, naturally
enough, paper money. Approximately a hundred stud-
ents registered for the eight-lecture series.

New Ceylon Note

A new two rupee note was recently placed in circula-
tion in Ceylon. Red-brown in color and dated 1965-9-9,
it shows a large stone statue of a god on the obverse
and a building on the reverse. This note, printed by
Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. Ltd., New Malden, Surrey,
England, replaces the former note dated 1962-11-8. Both
the old and the new notes are of the same size, but the
subjects depicted on the obverse sides are completely
different.

JEROME H. REMICK

I luntoon, Peter, 1966, "Types of the Series of 1902 National
Bank Notes," Paper Money, Vol. 5, No. 4, pp. 97-99.

Specimen Fractional Currency

Sales of specimens of fractional currency and frac-
tional currency shields amounting to $640.96 were re-
ported by the Treasurer of the United States in fiscal
1870. He described sales of "the various kinds of
fractional currency, with the faces and backs printed on
separate pieces of paper, and mostly pasted on cards,"
as follows:

Up to and including June 30, 1869 	  $14,042.30
During the fiscal year closing with June 30,

1870 	 	 640.96

Total amount sold 	  $14,683.26

FORREST W. DANIEL

First SPMC Wismer Catalog Now Available

All collectors of obsolete paper money will be glad

to know that the first book prepared under the Society's

D. C. Wismer rewrite program will be available some-

time in April. This hard bound book of about 100 pages

covers the obsolete paper money of Florida, both bank

notes and scrip. It is lavishly illustrated with photo-

graphs almost life size.

This book was compiled by Harley L. Freeman, noted

authority on Florida paper money. In addition to

descriptions of the various notes, Mr. Freeman has sup-

plied some interesting background material. The rarity

of every note is indicated and a table of values accord.

ing to rarity scale is included.

The regular price of this book will be $4.75, but mem-

bers may purchase it for $4.00. Send check or money

order payable to the Society to our Secretary, Mr. J. Roy

Pennell, Jr., Box 3005, Anderson, South Carolina.
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