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Events That Affected Early Texas Currency
By Cliff I. Murk

St. Louis was founded in 1764 by a French fur trader.
By 1800 it had grown but a little larger than it was at
the outset. However, its location made it the main base
for settlers moving west. Lewis and Clark marshaled
their forces and jumped-off from St. Louis on their epic
trek to the Pacific seaboard. It was used thus by other
early western explorers, and as the frontier moved west-
ward, it still served as a marshaling yard for the hordes
that spilled west.

In 1812 an area of about the size of the present state of
Louisiana was set up as a separate territory, and the
rest of the -Louisiana Purchase" became Missouri. This
was followed by an influx of planters who were looking
for cheap land. In three or four years, land that had
sold for ten cents an acre was bringing eight and nine
dollars. The population mushroomed too. It reached
some sixty thousand by 1820, all of whom were clamor-
ing for statehood and the privilege of owning slaves (as
most of the planters were following a southern pattern
and already owned slaves).

At this early date, the slave question was already a sore
spot, as 11 of the states in the Union allowed slaves, and
11 did not. With an equal balance of senatorial power,
neither side was going to let the scales be tipped in the
favor of opposition. This deadlock was finally broken
by the enactment of the Missouri Compromise, whereby
Maine. a free state, was allowed entry into the Union,
along with Missouri, a slave state. The compromise also
outlawed slavery in any state formed in the future (north
of the southern boundary of Missouri), and it was thus
that Arkansas and Michigan were admitted as states in
1836. This brings us to Texas.

Under Spain little was done for the colonies except at-
tempts to exploit them and to police their borders. The
Spanish population in Texas was very low. It never did
exceed four thousand. counting half-breeds. These people
made a slim living raising wild "Cimarron" cattle for
their hides and "Boca" (a sundried beef). Little was

known about the country. Maps of the period show vast
spaces of "Land Unknown," which lay to the east of San
Antonio. The Spanish had lost enough of their horses so
that great herds of wild horses had become established,
and these, in company with the wild cattle, overran the
land. These animals plus the fact that there was land
proved most tempting to the Americans. Mexico revolted
and in 1821 Texas became a state of the republic of
Mexico.

It was from this state that Stephen Austin had a claim
validated which his father had originally obtained from
the Spanish. It was located near what is now Houston
and amounted to a small state. Under this grant he had
agreed to settle three hundred families on his domain,
but he bettered that. In ten years, he had successfully
located more than five thousand persons. These settlers
did not get the land free, but by making small payments
over a six-year period, with tax exemption for that time,
they had a most enticing deal. Each settler had a choice
of 177 acres of tillable land or 4,428 acres of grazing
land. Settlers came from all over what was then the
United States, but the majority were drawn from the
South. Most of these settlers were interested in cotton
land, and therefore, many brought their slaves.

The people who settled Texas were supposed to swear
allegiance to Mexico and embrace the Roman Catholic
religion. Most met these requirements very casually,
and this did much to promote friction and animosity
between them and the native Mexicans. Tempers flared
in both camps; there were even a couple of short-lived
revolutions. It was at this time that the scene was graced
by the entry of Sam Houston, a sartorial dandy who
stood six feet six inches tall. He abandoned both his wife
and an already distinguished career in the North for but
one purpose. He was obsessed with the purpose of free-
ing Texas from Mexico. It was finally accomplished four
years later at San Jacinto. where he defeated a much
superior force. captured the Mexican dictator Santa Anna
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and forced him to recognize Texas as an independent
nation.

This is not what the rank and file Texans really wanted,
because they were all predominantly American. As
soon as it was feasible they petitioned the United States
for annexation. The Missouri Compromise raised its
head. Texas was slave. This and the facts that Mexico
was still smarting from its defeat by Texas and that the
United States did not care to provoke a Mexican war, left
Texas high and dry. It was forced to carry on as an
independent government for nine years until 1845, when
statehood was finally granted.

From the time that Sam Houston won independence
for Texas until it became a state, there were 13 issues
of warrants and notes. They were issued for a number
of reasons and uses, on a great variety of papers, and
range from handwritten to printed to lithographed. They

are all hard to obtain. Quite a number are signed with
Sam Houston's name, but this was not his signature.
An old wound flared up. and he was unable to use his
hand. The Texas Congress authorized William G. Cooke
to sign these notes for him.

For the further study and identity of these various
notes of the provisional government, government of
Texas. republic of Texas. and the state of Texas. one
should refer to Criswell's Confederate and Southern
States Currency. Space here does not permit the com-
plete treatment that he gives in his new revised edition.

The background of Texas currency is a very intriguing
bit of Americana and I hope that this brief resume of the
historical events leading up to the issuance of these notes
will give you a better insight and appreciation of the
issues themselves.

Fractional Currency Fourth and Fifth Issues

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 111.)

FIFTH ISSUE

July 1874 First Issue Date—paper having localized blue fiber on right hand edge of reverse plus minute pink
fiber distributed throughout the paper. All paper is coated with waterproofing (sizing) compound.

10c See note 1 14 BUR CBC BUR
25c See note 1 14 BUR CBC BUR
50c 14* BUR CAR BUR

*Postulated (no definite proof)

Note 1--No attempt has been made in this listing to differentiate between red and green seals and long and
short key varieties as this listing is based only on information contained in the testimony of Report
No. 150 of the 43rd Congress, 2nd Session.

Gold Certificates
All paper money issued by the United States Govern-

ment for general circulation is redeemable. Holders of
Gold Certificates can no longer convert them into gold but
can receive face value "in dollars," as for any other
type of U. S. paper money.

(GWW)

Did You Know That —

Crisp currency is more desirable to the public than
soft, dirty currency. Banks prefer soft. clean bills be-
cause they are easier to handle. Dirty bills are returned
to Washington D. C., to be washed and ironed at a cost
of 30 cents for each 100 bills. It costs $1.50 to print
100 bills.

Michael B. Kromeki
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