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In 1849, two brothers named Johnson came to the
Saginaw Valley. At a point on the Saginaw River which,
at that time, marked the head of deep water navigation,
they laid out and started a village named Zilwaukie. They
built a dock, warehouse, sawmill, general store and
several houses, and planned to construct a bank for
which they had a quantity of currency printed.

The brothers somehow overlooked the twin communi-
ties of Saginaw City and East Saginaw, a short dis-
tance upstream, which had the river deepened to admit
lake freighters to their docks and forged rapidly ahead.
In 1858, the brothers failed. Their sawmill property
which housed their safe was sold to James H. Hill. Ezra
Rust, later to become one of Saginaw's lumber barons,
was placed in charge of operations.

Several times in the next few years one brother or
the other would show up at the sawmill and request that
their old safe be opened, suggesting that some of their
personal papers might be inside. Since they could pro-
duce no key. Rust refused.

About 1863, Hill's operations at Zilwaukie were con-
cluded and the office records and furniture were moved
to Saginaw. One of the last things to meet Rust's eye
was the old safe formerly belonging to the Johnsons'.
The door was forced open, revealing package upon pack-
age of crisp new notes of the Bank of Zilwaukie which
had never opened its doors due to the Johnsons' failure.

Rust filled his pockets with the money and returned to
Saginaw, where he displayed it to the great amusement of
his acquaintances. Whenever he wrote to friends in the
Union Army, he would enclose a note or two for
curiosity. It wasn't long before letters by the score were
thanking him and asking for more of the "good" money.
The people down South seemed to like Zilwaukie notes
better than their own "shinplasters."

The village still exists today and was recently incorpo-
rated as a city. It is now spelled Zilwaukee.

The Confederate Museum
By Everett K. Cooper

The Confederate Museum (White House of the Con-
federacy) in Richmond houses the largest and most
valuable collection of Confederateiana. Included in the
collection are many specimens of Confederate paper
money but of more interest to numismatists are the many
unique items related directly to production of Confeder-
ate currency. These are:

LITHOGRAPHIC HAND PRESS

One of a battery of six hand presses used by Ludwig
Hoyer and Carl Ludwig. (One other press survives
and is owned by the Dietz Press of Richmond.)

The press is described by the Museum as a "frame con-
structed of cast iron, which is supported by four legs,
carrying a bed of heavy oak. The bed is moved to and
fro, on a track, by means of cog wheels. The printing
stone rests upon this bed. In the printing process the
stone with its inked impression is covered first with a
piece of printing paper, a layer of several sheets of
paper and finally a tight sheet of zinc or copper. The
resulting sandwich is run on the bed under a scraper
which exerts controllable pressure on the printing stone
resulting in an even impression on the printing paper."
The press was made by G. Cooper of Augusta, Georgia,
and has a size of approximate 30 inches wide by 50
inches long.

PAPER CUTTING MACHINE

This piece of equipment (weighing 2.000 pounds) was
used by Hoyer & Ludwig in their plant at Broad and
Ninth Streets in Richmond. This cutter, made by Hughes
Amber in London. was used in cutting through several

sheets at a time to cut the individual notes from the
sheet.

COPPER ENGRAVED PRINTING PLATES

Plate used by Blanton Duncan for the face of the $10
September 2, 1861, Negro-picking-cotton note, plate A.
(Criswell T-29).

Plate for face of $5 note September 2, 1861, boy
and blacksmith vignette. (Criswell T-32).

ENGRAVING OR TRANSFER STONE USED BY
HOYER & LUDWIG

Impressions taken from this stone finished and grouped
onto a printing stone. This particular note is the $20
September 2, 1861, sailor leaning on capstan and sailing
ship vignette, plate letter BA (Crisfell T-18).

TREASURY DEPARTMENT SAFE

Large iron safe used by the Treasury Department.
key lock, with two strap hinges.

ALBUM

Printed album prepared by Raphael P. Thian in 1876
with type-set genuine notes pasted on the pages. In-
cluded are two Montgomery notes ($1000 note serial
#292 and $50 note serial #1209).

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 104.)
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Islas Del Cisne
George W. Wait

Originally known as Santanilla, Swan Island is named
for Captain Swan, the pirate who used it as a base for
his operations. It is actually two coral islands, 400 yards
apart, totaling one square mile in area, located 98 miles
off the coast of Honduras. It is so small that most
geographies and maps ignore it. It is noted for hard-
woods, tropical fruits, and large turtles. It has rich soil,
and fishing is good off its coasts. It is difficult to con-
ceive of a paper money emission in such a tiny tropical
paradise, but seeing is believing.

In the 1840s, an American company began the exporta-
tion to the United States of guano, the bird-deposited
fertilizer. The illustrated notes were issued in 1867,
probably to pay the employees of the guano company.
Notice the similarity to those issued about the same
period by the various Michigan mining companies, usual-
ly payable in New York or Boston. They deviate from
the older state bank note style in that they are more
in the nature of drafts, and were probably designed that
way to avoid the ten per cent tax imposed by the United
States in 1865 on the issuance of private paper money.

The Swan Island notes have these unusual features:

Although issued in a U. S. possession and payable
in the United States, the notes can also be con-
sidered as foreign since they were issued outside
our continental limits.
The issuing company is not indicated.
They bear no imprint of engraver or printer.

Shortly after the issuance of these notes, the discovery
of phosphates in Florida killed the guano industry, and
Swan Island was abandoned. For many years it was
uninhabited, but in 1893 Captain Alonso Adams of
Mobile. Alabama, the former Captain of a guano ship,
moved there with his mother, father, brother and a Negro
servant.

Marconi's invention of the wireless telegraph made it
a necessity for ship installations. The United Fruit Corn-

pany wanted to establish a wireless relay station on Swan
Island, directly in the path of its ships from New Orleans.
In return for the privilege of having the station, they
gave Captain Adams the right to stop United Fruit
ships. So, if he wanted to mail a letter, Captain Adams
hoisted a flag and a ship of the Great White Fleet dropped
its anchor!

The Adams family returned to the United States in
1916. In that same year, Dr. Will Brooks of Boston
formed the Swan Island Company to cultivate tropical
fruit.

Modern facts about Swan Island are somewhat obscure.
Some references quote the current population as 20, with
a radio station and a lighthouse. It is known that the
island was a jumping off place for the Bay of Pigs inva-
sion and that the radio station now dispenses anti-Castro
propaganda.

In an attempt to gather Swan Island information, the
author exhausted the references of several libraries, in-
cluding the New York Public Library. He even read (in
Spanish)) the proceedings of a commission appointed by
Honduras to study the ownership of the island. The New
York Directories of the years 1867 and 1868 were con-
sulted with the hope of identifying William Watson, the
New York Treasurer of the guano company.

As a last resort, a long letter was written to the Post-
master of Swan Island for information. The enclosed
stamped, addressed envelope brought no answer. Per-
haps the Postmaster was temporarily busy pulling in
great fish from the surrounding waters, or resting under
the tropical foliage. Possibly he reasoned that only a
pro-Castro agent would want all that information and
Cold War security would be endangered. Possibly the
Captain Adams agreement has expired and the ships
won't stop to pick up my letter. Who knows—manana
I may hear and be able to tell you more.

The Confederate Museum
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CURRENCY

The collection has numerous specimens, but the most
unusual is the $270 in notes of the February 17, 1864
issue which were carried by Jefferson Davis when he was
captured.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT SEALS

A CSA monogram stamp on a small wooden handle
which was used by Mann S. Quarles to stamp every
package that was .officially removed from the Treasury

Department. It is not like the palmetto stamp found on
the corner of some February 17, 1864 notes.

Three embossing dies engraved with the Treasury
Department seal as used to put the embossed seal on
Confederate bonds.

The staff of the Museum indicated the possibility of a
future special exhibit devoted to Confederate and South-
ern States currency with all of their material grouped
together for exhibition.
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