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	 Paper Money	 WHOLE NO. 16

Collecting by Serial and Plate Numbers
An Outline

By Bert Hart

Although paper money collectors have always shown
interest in collecting by serial number, and to a lesser
extent by plate number, there has been a great upsurge
of interest in this area since the issuance of the one
dollar 1963 Federal Reserve Notes. Society members
with an interest in this field include J. R. Coker, Harry
Coleman, Wm. P. Donlon, Nathan Goldstein II, George
Killian, and James Seville. I would be most interested
in receiving the names, collecting interests, and want
lists of others who collect in this way, and will act as a
clearing house.

Because widespread interest in collecting in this man-
ner is so recent, there is a great need for the exchange
of information which is of value to serial and plate
number collectors. Bank tellers and others who handle
new currency, whether numismatists or not, should be
made aware of what notes are of interest. At the same
time, collectors in the field should not hesitate to ex-
change information and their duplicates through the
mail. A few dealers have started to handle this material,
and more should be encouraged. Finally, some sort of
systematization of the types of collecting possible within

the field is needed, and I have attempted to outline this
below. I do so knowing that I am not including the ways
in which many people collect; however, I have tried to
include all of which I have heard. My remarks will per-
tain mostly to the one dollar 1963 Federal Reserve Notes,
unless otherwise noted.

A. By Serial Number

1. LOW NUMBERS

This is a very active area. Usually, four or more
starting zeroes are wanted, although one collector has
varied this by attempting to complete Federal Reserve

sets of 12 all starting with four zeroes, all with three
zeroes, two zeroes, etc. When the Federal Reserve Notes
were about to be issued, it was announced that no low
numbers would be printed to avoid difficulties with col-
lectors. However, I own a $1 Chicago note with serial
number G00000246A, found with 244 and 245 in a bank
pack that otherwise consisted of much higher numbers.
Therefore, I believe that lower numbers were printed, but
that they were deliberately mixed with higher ones to
avoid collector problems. Numbers as low or lower
have been reported for star notes, as I recall, and regular
numbers which are lower may also exist. Does anyone
have a note starting with six zeroes?
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2. BY "UNUSUAL" NUMBER

a. Repeating Numbers. In the purest form, this would
be a serial such as 88888888, which, of course, would
be quite rare and hard to find. More reasonable would
be combinations such as 66552211, or 88811888, both
of which are represented in my collection. Another good
example would be the 1953A $5 Silver Certificate
pictured on page 25 of Donlon's "Price Catalog of
United States Small Size Paper Money", with serial
number F 02020202 A. Or one might he interested
in repetitions of a digit five or six times. regardless of
the other digits. A serial number ending in five or more
zeroes, for example, is quite attractive.

b. Palindrome Serials. A palindrome serial number
reads the same forwards as backwards. It is easy to
check for a palindrome serial number, for the fourth
and fifth digits will be the same. These are not as
scarce as they seem, appearing every 10,000 notes.

c. Number Sequences. The best example here would
be a serial such as 12345678, or one in descending order.
There are many variants of this, such as 24681357, etc.

3. BY FIRST OR LAST NUMBER

Thanks to the information recently released by the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing, the approximate first
and last serial numbers of most small size notes are now
known. The object here is to find a serial number as
close as possible to the first or last number, or even to
get one higher than the official last number, which
occurs on the earlier small size notes. The ideal is to get
the "change-over pair," showing the last and the first
together. This is not as difficult as it sounds, for on
many earlier issues many such pairs may exist for a
single pair of notes, due to use of plates until worn out
and use of many numbering machines. Since the chief
excitement here lies in the chase, this is one area recom-
mending itself to the collecting of circulated notes.

4. MATCHING NUMBERS

a. Matching Serials. Here the object is to get two
bills, of different issues, districts, denominations. or even
types, which have the same serial number, usually ignor-
ing the prefix and suffix letters. Several such pairs have
been put together involving Federal Reserve Notes, and
I own two pairs, each consisting of a Silver Certificate
and a Federal Reserve Note. When the 1963A one
dollars are released. it will become possible to have
identical serials including the preffix and suffix letters!

b. Last Digits Match. Several dealers have been sell-
ing Federal Reserve sets in which the last two or even
three digits are the same on all the bills.

c. District Number Match. Here the last number, or
rather. pair of numbers. on each bill in the Federal
Reserve set matches the District number of the issuing
Federal Reserve Bank.

5. FIRST NUMBER SEQUENCE

I have attempted. on the Chicago star Federal Reserve
Notes. to get one starting with 00. one starting with 01,
02. and so on. I have been quite lucky in this quest,

missing only 01, 04, 010 and a few higher ones. The
highest number I have seen so far is G14 . . . and so
the complete collection of such notes bearing the Grana-
han-Dillon signatures will probably be about 17 or 18
notes, surely not too expensive when one considers that
they were released over a period of a year and a half.

6. BY SUFFIX LETTER

This is another active field. The prefix letter on the
Federal Reserve Notes does not change, indicating as
it does the district. As only 100,000,000 notes can be
printed before exhausting all possible number combina-
tions, the suffix letter is advanced and printing begins
again with 00000001. So far, suffix "B" notes have been
released by New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Atlanta,
and Richmond, and a "C" note by Chicago. I suspect
that next to come will be Philadelphia and Cleveland
"B" notes and New York and San Francisco "C" notes.
On older issues, such as the one dollar Silver Certificates,
both letters can change, and there is at least one beauti-
ful collection on the 1957 Silver Certificates of "A ... A,"
"B ... A," and so on through "Z ... A."

7. PERSONAL FANCY

One can look for combinations that match one's birth
date, telephone or Social Security number, etc. One
collector is looking for numbers which approach physical
constants such as pi, e, and so on.

B. By Back Plate Number

1. ALL OF THEM

The lowest back plate number on a regular Federal
Reserve one dollar note that I have seen is #397; the
highest number, of course, is increasing day by day.
The lowest for star notes is 406. In addition, some of
these numbers were used on 1957B Silver Certificates.
so in all there are less than a hundred different to col-
lect. This is one field in which the collector is apt to
be pretty much alone, however.

2. BY FEDERAL RESERVE DISTRICTS

Picking a given back plate number, a collector could
try to get as many different Districts with that number as
possible. Are complete sets possible? I do not know.

3. COLLECTING TO STUDY THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN BACK PLATE AND FRONT PLATE. AND
TO SERIAL NUMBERS

As serial numbers increase, the back plate number
tends to increase, although the relationship is not per-
fect. One could look for pairs of notes in which the
hack plate is higher but serial is lower on one of the
bills. How about the front plate? Is there any re-
lationship here? I don't know.

C. By Front Plate

Here one may attempt exactly those things listed under
"B." On the Federal Reserve Note one dollar, serials
range from 1 to about 75 thus far, and again the relation-
ship between serial and plate number is only approxi-
mate.
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