
WHOLE NO.15
	 Paper Money 	 PAGE 77

Portraits on Obsolete Bank Notes
II. Andre Roman, An Ante-Bellum Governor of the State of Louisiana

By Fred R. Marckhoff

Die proof of engraving of Andr6 Roman
which appeared on the Citizens' Bank of

Louisiana note

Andre Bienvenu Roman was born in St. Landry Parish
(County I in 1795. His grandfather, Jacques Roman,
had emigrated from his native France in or about 1741.
Young Roman grew up on a sugar plantation and in
1815 graduated from St. Mary's College at Baltimore.
A year later he married Aimee Parent and settled down
on a plantation of his own. The couple had five children.

Roman's public life began in 1818 upon election to
the Louisiana House of Representatives, where he re-
mained for many years, often without opposition. Four
of these years he served as Speaker. The only interrup-
tion to this came in 1826-1827, when he served as a
Parish Judge.

In 1831, Roman became Governor of Louisiana. After
waiting out the four-year interval required by law, he
again was elected Governor in 1839. Unfortunately, this
was a period of flood and epidemics for much of the
State. Under Roman's leadership, a Board of Public
Works and a Fund for Internal Improvements were
created by law for the first time. This Board also incor-
porated the New Orleans Drainage Company. After re-
tirement as Governor. Roman accepted the presidency of

this firm and in this capacity drew up the first plan to
relieve an immense swamp in the New Orleans area. As
Governor, he helped to promote the first public common
schools in the State. He was an unceasing foe of the
popular but unsound railroad visionary expansion by the
State. His second term as Governor was beset with finan-
cial troubles in his attempt to raise money to pay every
cent due on the Louisiana state bond issues.

Roman's other accomplishments included heading a
list of private subscribers in the founding and incorpora-
tion of Jefferson College in 1831, the building of the
State Penitentiary on the most modern lines of that era,
helping to incorporate the first Chamber of Commerce in
New Orleans in 1834, and leading the formation of a
State Agricultural Society, although this was not of long
duration.

In 1845 and 1852, he assisted at State Constitutional
Conventions. In 1848, he was sent to Europe as an agent
for two banks regarding interest and renewal of bonds.
In politics Roman was a Whig and in the Abolition Move-
ment was a moderate. As war approached he strongly
opposed disunion. But as a delegate to the State Seces-
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sion Convention in 1861, he yielded to the will of the
majority. He was on the Confederate Commission which
attempted to effect a peaceable separation early in the
war. At the war's end, he refused to protect his property
with the oath of allegiance required after occupancy by
Federal troops. Six weeks before his death an impover-
ished, despondent Mr. Roman accepted a petty recorder
of deeds job in New Orleans from Gov. Wells. His death

occurred on Jan. 28, 1866. But Andre Roman was a
man of ability and far ahead of his time. To this day
he is considered one of Louisiana's most able Governors.

This is the second in a series of FIRST TIME
IDENTIFICATIONS in any numismatic publication of
portraits appearing on obsolete note vignettes.

Confederate Inflation Chart
Average Exchange Value for $1 Gold

By Everett K. Cooper

1861 1862 1863 1864 1865
January 	 $1.22 $3.00 $20.75 $	 56.50
February 	 1.00 1.22 3.67 23.30 50.00
March 	 1.00 1.30 4.55 22.75
April 	 1.00 1.45 5.00 21.75 70.00
May 	 1.05 1.50 5.35 19.25 1200.00
June 	 1.05 1.50 7.50 18.00
July 	 1.10 1.50 9.00 21.50
August 	 1.10 1.50 12.50 22.85
September 	 1.10 2.25 12.50 24.00
October 	 1.12 2.25 13.50 26.50
November 	 1.17 2.95 16.00 30.75
December 	 1.20 2.95 19.50 45.50

Values averaged from following sources:

Four Years in Rebel Capitals, Thomas C. DeLeon
Constitutional View of the War, Alexander H. Stephens
Table by Richmond bankers William B. Isaacs & Com-

pany

An interesting observation is to note the two periods
which had a decline in depreciation rate,

March 1864-June 1864, the effect of the February 17,
1864 Funding Act.

February 1865, the effect of the Confederate Treasury
Department using specie to purchase Confederate
notes in the open market.
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