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"Lith. by Ed. Mendel,
Chicago"

By Fred R. Marckhoff

The above title is a quotation of one of the imprints
used by Edward Mendel, Chicago lithographer, in the
late 1850s and early 1860s, to designate his workmanship
on obsolete notes of that period.

If this were the only imprint ever used by Mendel
there would be nothing unusual about it, and there
would be no purpose in writing this article.

BUT, this imprint- is only one of NINE known Mendel
imprints, each one different, and all illustrated herewith
as a group for the first time. And there is a good possi-
bility that at least several other varieties also exist.

Furthermore, while Mendel was using nine or more
different imprints in designating his workmanship, virtu-
ally every other known engraver or lithographer at that
time had only ONE and the SAME imprint for all the
work done on obsolete notes.

Used as a symbol or trade-mark easily recognizable to
both printer and user of currency, this imprint not only
identified the printer but also served to establish the
genuineness of the note itself. Thus there was a definite
advantage to having a uniformity of identification.
Quite evidently, all engravers realized this, with the
exception of Mendel, of course.

Before proceeding further, however, it should be
pointed out that there is one qualified exception to the
above remarks: The American Bank Note Company had
both a black-letter-on-white paper, imprint, as well as a
white-on-black-background imprint. There is good rea-
son to believe that these two varieties gave their patrons
a less conspicuous imprint if they so desired, inasmuch
as the former was much more prominent and had the
appearance of an advertisement of the company on the
note.

But the question remains—why did Mendel disregard
a practice that other firms conformed to so religiously?
There is nothing on record, either from Mendel or any
of the others, as to why this was so. However, there are
several logical possibilities which present themselves as
likely reasons.

First is that Mendel was virtually alone in his field in
Chicago, away from the many engraving firms in the
East, giving him freedom and unconcern in the matter
of uniformity of imprints. If such were the case, his
workers could well have been free to use whichever
variety they desired, or each could have made his own
favorite imprint, which distinguished his work from the
others.

A somewhat lesser possibility rests in the fact that a
common practice at that time was for lithographers to
copy engraved vignettes. The completed lithographic
work then became the property of the maker, who was
free to use it in any way he saw fit, including on obsolete
bank notes. Although not completely ethical, there was
no legal restriction involved unless the vignette bore the
notation, "Reg. at U. S. Pat. Off. ", with the date
thereof also given.

Actually, this gave the buyer a choice of identical
vignettes in more expensive engraving or in cheaper
lithography. Inasmuch as Mendel's firm did a consider-
able amount of this copy work in the make-up of obso-
lete notes, it was subject to objections from engraving
firms at all times. But with at least nine different im-
prints, such copy work was much more difficult to pin-
point or prove than that of a firm with only a single,
identical imprint.

This copy work of engraved vignettes was not only
done in the East„ South and West alike, but was also
done among bona fide engraving companies themselves.
In the latter case, however, often only a portion of the
vignette was copied; the rest was created by the copying
engraver. Mendel's work, whether in original or copy,
was of the highest order and frequently to the point
where it is difficult to tell lithography from engraving.

In Glenn B. Smedley's article in the September 1958
issue of Numismatic Scrapbook is mentioned the name of
one of Mendel's most able workmen, Robert H. Piratsky,
whose family donated an album of vignette proofs to the
Chicago Historical Society many years ago. Many of
these vignettes can be found on notes issued by Mendel,
as well as on notes issued by the larger eastern engraving
firms.

Edward Mendel was born in Berlin. Germany, about
1826. He came to the United States in 1847 and began
business in 1854, or possibly a little earlier. His business
locations in Chicago were at 162 and 170 Lake Street, and
at State & Washington Streets in the old First National
Bank building. His firm was absorbed by, or sold out
to the Chicago Branch of the National Bank Note Com-
pany. Mendel died in April, 1884.

Shown here are the nine known Mendel imprints as
shown on various notes, plus an enlargement of each.
There are specimens identical to the imprints shown here,
but with the commas or periods in varying degrees of
visibility or invisibility. These actually are printing
faults and not varieties.



PAGE 80
	 Paper Money 	 VOL. 3, NO. 4

NOP .25 'f:N

4).
IVE CENTS 

!ern aetwunt teinnFire
KEA- K WAHL I': FOB CITY TAXE,

I31411.•	 ) -

( ).\'

I,vi)

///%, i /% /// /X/ 7%/2/

, tai

Variety 1. LITH. BY ED MENDEL, CHICAGO, on 5c
City of LaFayette, Indiana note, Nov. 25, 1862.

Variety 2. 'EDWARD MENDEL, CHICAGO. I , on $1.00
The Dubuque, Marion & Western Rail Road Company of

Dubuque, June 15, 1861.
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Variety 3. ED. MENDEL, CHICAGO, on $1.00 Thomp-
son C. Bartle, of Independence, Iowa, —185,—.

Ed Afraid I Chic eo.

Variety 4. Ed. Mendel, Chicago., on 10c H. A. Watkins
& Bro., of Galesburg, Illinois, Sept. 12, 1862.
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Variety 5. Lith. by Ed. Mendel, Chicago., on Share Cer-
tificate of The E:--centric Bailing Press Company (and

others).

Ilk sew Mendel fitly a Ns.
Variety 6. Lith. of Ed. Mendel, Chicago, on $5.00 The
Dubuque Western Rail Road Compy. of Dubuque, Iowa,

Feb. 2, 1858.
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Variety 7. Lith. of Ed. Mendel, Chicago, III., on $2.00
of Banking House of Baldwin & Dodge, of Council Bluffs,

Iowa, —185—.
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Variety 8. Lith. by Ed. Mendel, 162 Lake St. Chicago.,
on 10e The Illinois River Railroad Campy. of Pekin, Ill.,

Nov. 27, 1862.
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Variety 9. Lith. by Ed. Mendel, 162 Lake St. Chicago.,
on Draft of Banking House of C. Carli, Stillwater, Minn.,

SOPMC News and Notices
The American Numismatic Association, at its 1964 convention in Cleveland,

honored two SOPMC members for their contributions to the hobby. Medals of
Merit were awarded to Richard T. Hoober and Eric P. Newman.

Mr. Hoober's citation read: "Your research and writing on the currencies of
Colonial America has been outstanding. You have contributed regularly to The
Numismatist since 1943. You are considered a true numismatist in your efforts to
promote our hobby along educational, historical and scientific lines."

Mr. Newman's citation read: "As founder of the Eric P. Newman Education
Society for Numismatic Research, Publication and Exhibition, as speaker on the
American Numismatic Association educational program in 1961, and as author of
many numismatic articles over a period of many years, your work has justified the
awarding of this medal. Your research articles and speeches on the 1804 dollar will
not be soon forgotten."

Another SOPMC member, Mr. Charles J. Affleck, has been honored by election
to the office of President of the Virginia Numismatic Association for the year 1965.

Did You Know That —

It was not until late 1963 that Benjamin Franklin's 	 When it comes to mismatched serial numbers on dollar
Natural printing process used to print Continental Cur- 	 bills, no one has been able to figure out which one is the
rency was discovered. It went unrecognized for 226 	 wrong number.
years. 	 Michael B. Krom eke
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