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Not every filler-of-coin-boards is a numismatist, nor
every Brownie-camera-owner a photographer. But both
have the opportunities to achieve such coveted status.

In the case of the paper money collector, photography
can become an important adjunct to his activities. He
can use the art to make a record of his collection, to illus-
trate articles and to produce audio-visual shows.

In so doing, he will be practising a specialized branch
of macrophotography. Because instructions in numis-
matic macrophotography are usually generalized into use-
lessness or fragmented into obscure specialties, he gives
up in disgust. This and succeeding articles are an at-
tempt to serve his needs.

Basic to a course of instruction is knowledge of what
can and cannot be done according to law. Photograph-
ing paper money is not the same as photographing a
family group. The Secret Service has some reservations.
Many members ask about their exact nature. The follow-
ing is an accurate abstract of current regulations, base,'
on the explanation of the law found in the booklet
No Pictures, Please, by Harry Edward Neal, former as-
sistant chief of the U. S. Secret Service (available from
him at 5616 Marengo Rd., Washington 16, D. C.) :

I. WHAT IS AN OBLIGATION OF THE UNITED STATES?

Title 18, United States Code, Section 8 reads: "The
term 'obligation or other security of the United States'
includes all bonds, certificates of indebtedness, national
bank currency, Federal Reserve notes, Federal Reserve
bank notes, coupons, United States notes, Treasury notes,
gold certificates, silver certificates, fractional notes, cer-
tificates of deposit, bills, checks, or drafts for money,
drawn by or upon authorized officers of the United States,
stamps and other representatives of value, of whatever
denomination, issued under any Act of Congress, and
canceled United States stamps."

II. WHAT IS THE LAW AGAINST PHOTOGRAPHING THESE
OBLIGATIONS?

Title 18, U. S. C., Section 474 reads: ". . . Whoever
makes or executes any plate, stone, or other thing in the
likeness of any plate designated for the printing of such
obligation or other security, or . . . whoever prints,
photographs, or in any other manner makes or executes
any engraving, photograph, print, or impression in the
likeness of any such obligation or other security or any
part thereof, or sells any such engraving, photograph,
print, or impression, except to the United States, or
brings into the United States any such engraving, photo-
graph, print, or impression, except by direction of some
o-o-er officer of the United States . . . shall be fined not
more than $5,000, or imprisoned not more than fifteen
',qrs. or both."

III. THEN WHAT ILLUSTRATIONS OF PAPER MONEY ARE
PERMISSIBLE?

An Act approved Sept. 2, 1958, specifies certain ex-
ceptions to the above Section 474, Title 18, U. S. C.,
Section 504 now reads:

"504. Printing and filming of United States and
foreign obligations and securities.

"Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter,
the following are permitted:

" ( 1) the printing, publishing, or importation, or the
making or importation of the necessary plates for such
printing or publishing, of black and white illustrations of
postage and revenue stamps and other obligations and
securities of the United States, and postage and revenue
stamps, notes, bonds, and other obligations or securities
of any foreign government, bank, or corporation for
philatelic, numismatic, educational, historical, or news-
worthy purposes in articles, books, journals, newspapers,
or albums (but not for advertising purposes, except illus-
trations of stamps and paper money in philatelic or
numismatic advertising of legitimate numismatists and
dealers in stamps or publishers of or dealers in philatelic
or numismatic articles, books, journals, newspapers, or
albums I. Such illustrations, except those of stamps, shall
be of a size less than three-fourths or more than one and
one-half, in linear dimension, of each part of such obli-
gation or security. The negatives and plates used in
making the illustrations shall be destroyed after their
final use for the purpose for which they were made.

"(2 ) the making or importation, but not for advertis-
ing purposes except philatelic advertising, of motion pic-
ture films, microfilms, or slides, for projection upon a
screen or for use in telecasting, of postage and revenue
stamps and other obligations and securities of the United
States, and postage and revenue stamps, notes, bonds, and
other obligations or securities of any foreign government,
bank, or corporation. No prints or other reproductions
shall be made from such films or slides, except for the
purposes of paragraph (1) , without the permission of the
Secretary of the Treasury."

Therefore, we, as numismatists, can make printed
illustrations and slides of paper money, bonds and other
obligations and securities of the U. S. and foreign govern-
ments for numismatic, educational, historical and news-
worthy purposes. No longer do we need obtain special
permission from the Secretary of the Treasury. We are
subject only to the following restrictions, as set forth in
the quoted laws:

1. size and color of printed impressions—if in black
and white, must be less than three-fourths or more than
one and one-half times the size of the original; no color
illustrations in any size; no individual facsimiles or
photographs permitted; prints may be used only to pro-
duce illustrations for books, journals, newspapers and
albums.

2. slides, films and microfilms—are permitted in black
and white or in color for projection on a screen or for use
in telecasting.

3. printed illustrations (not films) of paper money may
be used in connection with numismatic advertising, sub-
ject to the size and color restrictions above detailed.

4. all plates, negatives and glossy prints of paper
money, bonds, and other securities of numismatic inter-
est of the U. S. and foreign governments must be de-
stroyed after their final use.
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