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Bank Note Proofs as Distinguished from Bank Note Remainders
By Julian Blanchard, Ph.D.

It has been noticed that stamp collectors, and stamp
dealers and auction catalogers as well, occasionally fall
into error in their use of the term "proof" in relation to
bank notes. Unfamiliarity with this field, and in addition
the real scarcity of such proofs, no doubt account for the
wrong use of this term.

The mistake that we refer to consists in applying the
term proof to unissued remainders of bank notes. These
remainders are frequently to be seen in sheets of four
notes (sometimes only two), just as received from the
printers, but perhaps more often as singles cut from such
sheets. They are nearly always unsigned and undated,
though some may be partially completed in this respect,
and some may have spurious signatures and dates that
were applied at a later time. They were never issued as
currency, but were left on hand after a change of issue,
or because of the dissolution or failure of the bank. We
call them, for short, bank note "remainders." They are
clean, crisp, and unblemished in appearance. The differ-
ence between such a specimen and the average worn and
soiled bank note is even more striking than that between
a stamp proof and a used stamp, and affords some addi-
tional excuse, perhaps, for putting it in the wrong
category.

But the test for distinguishing remainder notes from
proof notes lies in the difference between the kinds of
paper upon which they were printed. And furthermore,
with regard to appearance, one has but to compare these
unissued notes, as beautiful as they are, with genuine
proofs to realize the great superiority of the latter in the
perfection of printing and the bringing out of detail.

India Paper Used for Proofs

As in the case of stamps, proof impressions of bank
notes were nearly always made upon India paper, backed
by cardboard. Proofs of this kind were made of the
individual vignettes and other portions of the design, for
certain purposes, as well as of the completed plate of
notes. We find the India paper sometimes still adhering
to the card, but perhaps more often removed therefrom.
Generally, but not always, we find the proof notes with
small holes (2.5 to 3.5 mm. in diameter) punched along
the lines for the signatures, a special indication that they
were not to he used as actual notes. Of course, the pres-
ence or absence of the punchings does not prove any-
thing, for they could be added if originally absent, and
remainder notes have been seen with such holes.

The India paper thus employed is quite different from
bank note paper. It is in reality a Chinese paper, and is

made of bamboo fiber. It is rather thin, soft, and
absorbent. Being handmade, it may vary considerably
in thickness even within a small area; individual fibers,
or clusters of fibers, are here and there distinguishable
with the unaided eye, and there may be thin spots, and
other irregularities and small defects. It is fairly opaque,
and very absorbent; a slight wetting on one side will
show through almost instantly. Its thinness and its soft
and absorbent qualities enable the finest lines of the en-
graving to be clearly impressed in the printing. But
these characteristics also require that it be backed with
cardboard to prevent destruction by the pressure of the
printing press.

Another kind of paper used for proofs, and called
proof paper, is a white handmade rice paper. This is
somewhat thicker and more opaque than India, and more
uniform, and it does not require the use of cardboard
backing in the printing process. Most of the bank note
proofs that have been seen are on India paper.

All handmade papers, India, rice and bond, are made
on laid moulds, but since no pressure is used the laid
lines may or may not be apparent. Modern laid paper
is a machine made wove paper with a "laid" watermark
impressed upon it.

Bank Note Paper

The paper upon which the actual notes were printed
is bond paper, made of linen rags. Being handmade
also, it likewise varies considerably in thickness and
uniformity. It is somewhat thicker and much tougher
and stronger than India, and is less absorbent, affording
a less perfect impression. It has a hardness and stiffness
not possessed by the soft and yielding India paper, so
that when "snapped" it has much more of a crispy and
crackling sound (that is, when unworn). As thin and
fragile as it is in comparison with that used for our paper
money today, it nevertheless has immeasurably greater
lasting qualities than India paper would have for this
purpose; wherefore an India proof note is not likely to
he mistaken for an unissued remainder. The mistake that
is made is in thinking a remainder to be a proof.

It has been found that a little experience is generally
quite sufficient to enable one to make the distinction. In
the absence of any such experience, and without examples
of each for comparison, attention must be paid to the
different paper characteristics that have been pointed out
above, to avoid error.
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